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General CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
  
 
 
Those present were reminded that the conclusions and recommendations 
from the corresponding seminars in 2003 were still valid and re-confirmed. 
The following additional conclusions and recommendations were made from 
the seminars of 2004 and following a comprehensive analysis of match 
incidents in EURO 2004 ™. 
 
It was felt that these practices would reinforce the uniform interpretation and 
application of the Laws of the Game. 
 
 
Illegal use of the Arms 
 
After studying various incidents during EURO 2004 ™, the illegal use of the 
arms became increasingly apparent. This was noted particularly prior to the 
taking of corner kicks and free kicks near goal and referees were advised in 
the actions they should take. It was suggested that officials should be pro-
active prior to the ball being allowed into play at a corner kick or free kick and 
they should be clearly seen in their taking of preventive action. It was noted 
that it was essential that any similar misbehaviour after a referee’s initial 
preventive actions and before the ball is in play must result in either a caution 
or a dismissal depending upon the seriousness of the further misbehaviour. 
 
After the ball is in play (and following the initial preventive and/or disciplinary 
action) referees must deal very firmly with continued holding, pushing etc by 
awarding a free kick/penalty kick depending upon which team commits the 
offence. In appropriate cases, further disciplinary sanctions may also be 
necessary. 
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Illegal use of the Body 
 
Further study of a number of examples taken from different matches in the 
final tournament revealed a trend concerning the illegal use of the body to halt 
a promising attack or prevent a player moving to receive a pass from a team 
mate. While it was pleasing to note that there were less fouls involving trips or 
shirt pulling designed to stop attacks, many attacking movements were halted 
by the illegal use of the body (“bodycheck”). In all such cases where a 
promising attack was unfairly stopped in this manner, match officials were 
advised that a caution for unsporting behaviour should be given in addition to 
the free kick/penalty kick. Where the illegal use of the body involved excessive 
force, violence or brutality, then, in accordance with the Laws of the Game, a 
dismissal must result. 
 
Celebration of Goal – removal of shirt 
 
Participants were reminded that the modification to Law 12, which was 
approved last February by the International Football Association Board 
(IFAB), and has been applicable since 1 July 2004, had to be implemented 
fully. 
 
Obvious incorrect decision of the referee 
 
If the 4th official and either of the assistant referees know that the referee has 
made an obvious disciplinary error (e.g. two yellow cards to the same player 
without sending him off; red or yellow card to the wrong player etc), they must 
intervene immediately (flag and beep or even enter the field of play). It is 
essential that errors are not made in connection with these responsibilities 
and the team of match officials are urged to clearly identify offenders to be 
disciplined and make appropriate written notes at the time. The UEFA 
Referees committee expressed disappointment that some errors have been 
made recently and hope that this reminder will eliminate problems in the 
future. 
 
Throw in responsibility  
 
Arising from a question put by assistant referees during the seminar, those 
present were reminded that the basic responsibility of ensuring a correctly-
taken throw-in was shared by referee and assistant referee, with the referee 
normally checking the correct throwing action with the hands and the assistant 
referee observing compliance with the Laws of the Game in respect of the 
position of the feet (on or behind the line and touching the ground). However, 
it was mentioned that referees have an overall responsibility to act accordingly 
if, from their position, they identify a foul throw. 
 
Following the study of a video incident in EURO 2004 ™, where an opponent 
stood immediately in front of the thrower on the field of play, it was confirmed 
that this was permitted provided that the player did not jump, wave his arms or 
similarly distract the thrower or attempt to prevent the throw-in from being 
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taken. However, if a referee decides that the player has committed any of the 
aforementioned unsporting acts, the offender shall be cautioned appropriately. 
 
 
Pre-match discussions 
 
Teams of officials were reminded of the benefit and necessity of detailed pre-
match discussions concerning the role of each member so that there was no 
doubt about their duties and responsibilities. 
 
 
 
It is hoped these conclusions and recommendations, taken with those from 
previous seminars which still remain valid, will be of help and assistance not 
only to international referees, assistant referees and referee observers, but 
also to match officials within the UEFA member associations.  
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