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For the attention of the President  
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            PRES/haa 28.03.2007 
 
 
 
Dear fellow president and friend, 
 
Football is more popular today than ever. Never in the long and beautiful history of our 
game has football generated so much passion and enthusiasm. Never have so many 
people played and watched football.  
 
And yet our game is under serious threat – from violence. Violence on the field, in the 
stands and outside stadiums is poisoning football. Not a week goes by when I do not 
receive reports of incidents of varying degrees of severity and violence from all corners of 
Europe, and occurring not just in the professional game, but in amateur leagues as well.  
 
I have already written to the presidents of the clubs that reached the first knockout round 
of the UEFA Champions League to raise their awareness of this problem. Unfortunately, 
some matches were still marred by incidents caused by unacceptable behaviour. 
 
While taking care to respect their independence, I asked our disciplinary bodies to apply 
our regulations as strictly as possible. They have done so, with significant media impact 
and, I hope, setting an effective example in the process. 
 
I have also increased my contacts with government bodies responsible for public order, 
both at national and European level. We share the same views and objectives. They will 
do what is required of them as far as the situation outside the stadiums is concerned, in 
particular by strengthening inter-European cooperation and coordination. 
 
What happens in the stands depends to a varying extent on our relations with the public 
authorities. But what happens on the field depends entirely on ourselves. 
 
The behaviour of certain players and team officials puts football to shame. Violence, 
abuse and gratuitous insults have become the order of the day in football. This has to 
stop. The football family as a whole has to set an example. How can we expect the fans to 
behave properly if we paint such a poor picture of ourselves? 
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I therefore want the national associations to adopt the same severe approach, at all levels 
of the football pyramid. This means a policy of zero tolerance against violence and  
racism, and against inciting such behaviour. The disciplinary bodies have to make full use 
of their powers. The issue cannot be sidestepped any more; Europe is watching us. 
 
I thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter which is so vital to the future of 
our game. 
 
Yours in sport, 
 
U E F A  

 
Michel Platini 
President 
 
 
cc: UEFA Executive Committee 
 
 
 
 

 


