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UEFA welcomes TV agreement with European Commission 

UEFA and EC reach historic agreement on television rights 

 
UEFA and the European Commission have today reached agreement over the arrangements for 
central marketing of television and new media rights for the UEFA Champions League.   
 
This agreement follows a long and detailed investigation by the Brussels authorities. Back in July, 
2001, the Commission sent UEFA a Statement of Objections expressing concern about the central 
marketing arrangements and the way UEFA had sold the rights to broadcasters.   
 
The Commission has now had the opportunity to consider all the facts and to examine the 
implications of the case for European football.  In this connection, the Commission has heard the 
views not only from UEFA but also from football clubs, broadcasters and other interested third 
parties.  
 
UEFA and the Commission have agreed that central marketing of certain “core” commercial rights 
is essential for maintaining solidarity in European football and also for the brand identity of the 
UEFA Champions League.  

 
The result of the investigative process has been agreement on a new kind of sales structure for 
future UEFA Champions League TV rights.  Essentially, UEFA will continue selling the live 
television rights and highlights; however, other rights (including some delayed TV rights and new 
media rights) will be co-exploited by UEFA and the clubs together.  This will protect the solidarity 
structure of European football whilst allowing new market opportunities to develop and competition 
to flourish.   
 
Both UEFA and the European Commission believe that this new model will be positive for football, 
for broadcasters, and for European football fans who will now have an ever wider range of services 
to choose from.   

 
This case represents another important step showing how it is possible to reconcile the specific 
characteristics and nature of football with the EU legal order.  The European Commission is due to 
give formal approval to the case later this year.  
 
Commenting on the agreement, Per Ravn Omdal, UEFA Vice-President, said: 
 
“This is an historic agreement. We have worked with the Commission to produce a settlement 
which protects the future of the UEFA Champions League and gives new opportunities for viewers, 
broadcasters and clubs. 
 
 
 
 
 
…/continued
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“We are delighted with this result and believe that it represents a sensible and positive way 
forward. 
 
“All the parties involved can take satisfaction with the process and the result”. 
 
A summary table is attached explaining the agreement. Full details of the agreement and of the 
sales process for UEFA Champions League television rights 2003-2006 will be announced in due 
course on uefa.com. 
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Encl: Summary of the Rights Packages 



Package n° Title and Medium Description Window Comments

1 & 2
Main Live Matches: TV Live matches (picks 1 - 4) per match 

day. 
Live transmission (or mixed live / 
delayed).

Packages to be "tailor-made" on a 
market-by-market basis.

3
Highlights: TV Highlights of all matches per 

matchweek.
Available from 22.45 (or 15 mins after 
the game ends) on a match night.

Could be split into Tuesday / 
Wednesday packages if appropriate on 
a market-by-market basis.

4
All Other Live Matches: TV Live - all other matches. GS1 (5 to 16) 

and GS2 (5 to 8) 
Live transmission.

5
All Other Live Matches: TV Live - all other matches. GS1 (5 to 16) 

and GS2 (5 to 8) 
Live transmission. Sold by "home" clubs subject to UEFA 

not already having sold the rights 
(package 4).

6
Delayed Club Matches: TV All club home and away matches (full 

or edited).
Available as from midnight one day 
after the last of the games of the 
relevant match week (i.e. currently 
Thursday midnight).

Club branded programme.

7
Archives: DVD, VHS, CD 
Rom, etc. 

Archive material on magnetic storage 
devices (DVD, VHS, CD Rom, etc.). All 
club home and away games (full or 
edited).

Available from the previous season 
backwards. Embargo: 48 hours after 
the final. 

8
Delayed All Matches: TV All matches (full or edited). Available as from midnight one day 

after the last of the games of the 
relevant match week (i.e. currently 
Thursday midnight).

9
Archives: DVD, VHS, CD 
Rom, etc. 

Archive material on magnetic storage 
devices (DVD, VHS, CD Rom, etc.). All 
matches (full or edited).

Available from the previous season 
backwards. Embargo: 48 hours after 
the final. 

10
Outside of Europe : TV All matches (full or edited) Live or delayed. Definition of Europe: EU/EEA countries

11
Wireless UEFA: near live clips, all matches. 

Clubs: near live clips, home and away 
matches.

Available (5) mins after the event 
happens.

12
Internet UEFA: all matches (full or edited). 

Clubs: home and away matches (full or 
edited).

Available from midnight after the 
match.

13
Radio UEFA: live, all matches. Clubs: live, 

home and away matches (subject to 
space availability and technical 
facilities).

Live.

14
Internet Audio UEFA: live, all matches. Clubs: live, 

home and away matches (subject to 
space availability and technical 
facilities).

Live.

UEFA central marketing
Club marketing

Notes

1
2
3 All delayed/archive packages: usage according to UEFA broadcaster guidelines

Summary - Rights Packages

Co-exploitation or partnership

All relevant packages : Definition of Europe : EU/EEA countries
Package 13 : Non exclusive radio rights granted to radio stations owned by broadcasting partners of packages 1 and 2, free of charge plus technical 


