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Match background
Previous meetings

GoalscorersVenueResultMatchStageDate
Laizans 64(p); Miguel Veloso 6, João
Moutinho 85

Riga1-2FK Ventspils - Sporting Clube de PortugalGS22/10/09

TotalFinalAwayHome
GAGFLDWPldLDWPldLDWPldLDWPld
120011000000110000Sporting Clube de Portugal
211001000000001001FK Ventspils

Sporting Clube de Portugal - record versus clubs from opponents' country

None

FK Ventspils - record versus clubs from opponents' country

None

A home victory over FK Ventspils would secure Sporting Clube de Portugal's place in the UEFA Europa League
Round of 32 after a 2-1 success in Latvia on Matchday 3 made it three wins from three Group D games for the Lions.

Previous meetings
• The clubs met for the first time on 22 October in what was both Ventspils' first game against Portuguese opponents
and Sporting's maiden meeting with a side from Latvia.

Match background
• Victory against Ventspils saw Sporting set a new club European best of seven games without defeat.

• Sporting's 1-0 Matchday 2 win against Hertha BSC Berlin was their first European home victory of the season, with
the side having drawn their previous two ties at the Estádio José Alvalade.

• Group-stage debutants Ventspils' four away games this season have produced a win, a draw and two defeats, but
they have scored at least once in all of those fixtures.

Team facts
• Sporting coach Paulo Bento is a former midfielder who was surprisingly handed the first-team job midway through
the 2005/06 campaign after a spell as a youth trainer. His team's success in winning two Portuguese Cups and two
Super Cups earned him the nickname 'Papa-Taças' (Cup Eater).

• Founded with the merger of FK Venta and FK Nafta in 1997, Ventspils made a surprise change of coach after they
reached the UEFA Champions League play-offs. Italian Nunzio Zavettieri – a former AC Milan and FC Internazionale
Milano youth trainer and one-time assistant at Udinese Calcio – took over from Ukrainian Roman Grygorchuk, who
had led them to three consecutive Virsliga titles.

• Ventspils boast Portuguese talent in the form of forward João Martins, who played for SC Lourinhanense, FC Alverca,
GD Chaves and SCU Torreense before trying his luck in Russia with FC Sibir Novosibirsk.

• Martins, who played under Bento's assistant Carlos Pereira at Alverca, told uefa.com he had started his career in
the Sporting academy: "I was 12 when I joined their academy, which is one of the best in the world. It is no accident
it gave the world players like Luís Figo and Cristiano Ronaldo, who remain idols at Sporting, but it was very difficult
for me and I ended up at Alverca."

• Four Ventspils players will have fond memories of Portugal, having been members of the Latvia squad that competed
at UEFA EURO 2004™, though they never played a competitive game in Lisbon: Aleksandrs Kolinko, Andrejs Pavlovs,
Vitālijs Astafjevs and Jurijs Laizans.

• Latvia and Portugal met in EURO '96™ qualifying, with Portugal winning 3-1 in Liepaja and 3-2 in the return in Porto.
Ventspils midfielder Astafjevs played in both games.
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• They also met in 2006 FIFA World Cup qualifying. Current Ventspils players Kolinko, Laizans and Astafjevs featured
in a 2-0 home defeat by Portugal on 4 September 2004. Sporting's Marco Caneira came on as a substitute in that
match, but Hélder Postiga remained on the bench.

• Caneira started and Postiga came on as a substitute as Portugal won the return fixture 3-0 on 12 October 2005,
with Kolinko and Astafjevs contesting the full 90 minutes for Latvia.

• Ventspils committed fewer fouls than any other side in the group stage in the first three rounds of fixtures – just 24.

• Sporting host SC Heerenveen on Matchday 5, with Ventspils at home to Hertha on the same day, 3 December.
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Team facts
Sporting Clube de Portugal
Formed: 1906
Nickname: Leões (Lions)

UEFA club competition honours (runners-up in brackets)
• UEFA Cup (1): (2005)
• UEFA Cup Winners' Cup (1): 1964

Domestic honours (most recent triumph in brackets)
League title: 18 (2002)
Portuguese Cup: 15 (2008)

Ten-year European record (UEFA Cup unless indicated otherwise)
2008/09: UEFA Champions League first knockout round
2007/08: quarter-finals (having transferred from the UEFA Champions League group stage)
2006/07: UEFA Champions League group stage
2005/06: first round (having transferred from UEFA Champions League third qualifying round)
2004/05: runners-up
2003/04: second round
2002/03: first round (having transferred from UEFA Champions League third qualifying round)
2001/02: third round
2000/01: UEFA Champions League first group stage
1999/00: first round

Records
UEFA club competition
• Biggest home win
16-1: Sporting v APOEL FC
13/11/63, European Champion Clubs' Cup first round first leg

• Biggest away win
0-9: ÍA Akranes v Sporting
17/09/86, UEFA Cup first round first leg

• Heaviest home defeat
0-5: Sporting v FC Bayern München
25/02/09, UEFA Champions League first knockout round first leg

• Heaviest away defeat
7-1: FC Bayern München v Sporting
10/03/09, UEFA Champions League first knockout round second leg

UEFA Cup/Europa League
• Biggest home win
7-0: Sporting v FC Timişoara
24/10/90, second round first leg

• Biggest away win
0-9: ÍA Akranes v Sporting (see above)

• Heaviest home defeat
0-3: Sporting v Gençlerbirliği SK
27/11/03, second round second leg

• Heaviest away defeat
5-0: Celtic FC v Sporting
02/11/83, second round second leg
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FK Ventspils
Formed: 1997
Nickname: Zhelto-Sinie (Yellow and Blues)

UEFA club competition honours (runners-up in brackets)
• None

Domestic honours (most recent triumph in brackets)
League title: 3 (2008)
Latvian Cup: 4 (2007)

Ten-year European record (UEFA Cup unless indicated otherwise)
2008/09: UEFA Champions League second qualifying round
2007/08: UEFA Champions League second qualifying round
2006/07: second qualifying round
2005/06: first qualifying round
2004/05: first round
2003/04: first round
2002/03: first round
2001/02: qualifying round
2000/01: qualifying round
1999/00: UEFA Intertoto Cup second round

Records
UEFA club competition
• Biggest home win
8-0: Ventspils v B68 Toftir
29/07/04, UEFA Cup first qualifying round second leg

• Biggest away win
0-3: B68 Toftir v Ventspils
15/07/04, UEFA Cup first qualifying round first leg

• Heaviest home defeat
1-4: Ventspils v Rosenborg BK
24/09/03, UEFA Cup first round first leg
1-4: Ventspils v VfB Stuttgart
03/10/02, UEFA Cup first round second leg
0-3 on two occasions, most recently v FC Zürich (19/08/09 UEFA Champions League play-off first leg)

• Heaviest away defeat
6-0: Rosenborg BK v Ventspils
15/10/03, UEFA Cup first round second leg

UEFA Cup/Europa League
• Biggest home win
8-0: Ventspils v B68 Toftir (see above)

• Biggest away win
0-3: B68 Toftir v Ventspils (see above)

• Heaviest home defeat
1-4 on two occasions, most recently v Rosenborg BK (see above)

• Heaviest away defeat
6-0: Rosenborg BK v Ventspils (see above)
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Squad list
Sporting Clube de Portugal

All-timeCurrent season
UEFAUELLeagueUELUELQ

GlsPldGlsPldGlsPldGlsPldGlsPldDAgeDoBNat.PlayerNo.
Goalkeepers

-21-9-9-3---2115/02/88PORRui Patrício1
-16-8-------3416/04/75PORTiago16
-----------2219/11/86PORRicardo Batista19
-12-5-------2628/07/83SRBVladimir Stojković34
-----------1827/06/91PORRuben Luís50
-----------1702/02/92PORJoão Figueiredo56

Defenders
-9-319-3---2104/08/88PORDaniel Carriço3
247-22-5-1---3009/02/79BRAAnderson Polga4
-4---3-----2825/04/81BRAPedro Silva5
142-18-3-1---3009/02/79PORMarco Caneira12
230-12-5-3---2913/04/80PORTonel13
-12-8-3-2---2409/02/85ARGLeandro Grimi18
-----------1831/01/91PORNuno Reis44
-----------1721/02/92PORMiguel Serôdio52
-3---5-----2201/08/87PORAndré Marques55
129-13-7-3---3022/12/78PORAbel78

Midfielders
1613-111---2015/03/89PORAdrien Silva6
449115-------2721/09/82RUSMarat Izmailov7
63852018-3---2329/01/86MNESimon Vukčević10
-20-928-3---2315/05/86CHIMatías Fernández14
33018-813---2311/05/86PORMiguel Veloso24
22328-7-2---2102/03/88PORBruno Pereirinha25
4461201913---2308/09/86PORJoão Moutinho28
-----------1831/08/91PORCedric Soares41
-----------1812/01/91PORLuís Almeida43
-----------1827/09/91BRARenato Neto46
-----------1723/04/92PORMario

Danilo Marques Serrano
53

-----------1717/06/92PORAfonso Taira54
Forwards

-1---3-----2325/02/86PORCarlos Saleiro9
617413-6-2---2105/09/88ECUFelipe Caicedo11

1487622-3-2---3223/06/77ESPMiguel Ángel Angulo17
123-426-2---2305/05/86PORYannick Djaló20
754516-8-2---2702/08/82PORHélder Postiga23

224616262933---3117/12/77BRALiedson31
-----------1821/01/91PORAlex Zahavi40
-----------1805/10/91PORRenato Santos47
-----------1725/09/92PORPeter Caraballo51

Coach
-27-9---3---4020/06/69PORPaulo Bento-

Key: Squad list is ordered by position and then numerically
D Disciplinary: * Misses next match if booked, S Suspended, # Suspended for at least one match
UELQ1: Current season total UEFA Europa League appearances in qualifying rounds only
UEL2: Current season total UEFA Europa League appearances from the group stage onwards prior to the current matchday
UEL3: Total appearances in the UEFA Europa League, first round to final only
UEFA4: All-time total appearances in UEFA club competitions including all qualifying round matches
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FK Ventspils
All-timeCurrent season

UEFAUELLeagueUELUELQ
GlsPldGlsPldGlsPldGlsPldGlsPldDAgeDoBNat.PlayerNo.

Goalkeepers
-3-1-3-1---2304/03/86BLRPavel Chesnovski1
-25-8-4-2---3418/06/75LVAAleksandrs Kolinko16
-10---4-----3022/02/79LVAAndrejs Pavlovs30

Defenders
-8-2-9-----2912/08/80LVAAleksejs Soleičuks2
221-2120-----2927/11/79LVADeniss Kačanovs8
313-3110-3---2727/10/82CMRJean-Paul Ndeki17
111-3-12-3---2927/05/80LVAPāvels Mihadjuks18
-3-3-4-3---2715/08/82ITAAlessandro Zamperini21
-1---------2122/06/88LVAVladimirs Bespalovs23
-1---4-----1903/12/89KGZAzamat Baimatov24
-13-7-5-2---2727/10/82SUIRonny Hodel31
-----3-----1715/12/91LVAAleksandrs Baturinskijs36

Midfielders
134518-4-2---3803/04/71LVAVitālijs Astafjevs3
-8-3923-3---2314/11/85LVAJurijs Žigajevs4
118-3124-3---2118/02/88LVAJevgenijs Kosmačovs5
-5---17-----2303/05/86LVAArtis Lazdiņš6
229112-512---3006/01/79LVAJurijs Laizans10
117-2824-2---2503/02/84LVAAleksejs Višņakovs11
214-3922-3---2326/02/86RUSGrigori Chirkin15
-2--319-----2113/08/88RUSAleksandr Mysikov19
216-3725-3---2524/02/84MDAIgor Ţîgîrlaş22
-2-2-5-2---2125/02/88LVAAleksandrs Solovjovs34

Forwards
-12-1717-----2308/06/86RUSIvan Shpakov14
-7--220-----2026/07/89MDAAlexandru Dedov20
-6-1213-1---2017/10/89LVARitvars Rugins25
13131613---2110/03/88LVAEdgars Gauračs27
-1-158-1---1910/05/90LVAEduards Višņakovs28
----13-----2214/04/87NGAUche Iheruome29
533-9620-3---2620/12/82LVAAndrejs Butriks32
-3--33-----2720/06/82PORJoão Martins33

Coach
-5-3---3---4219/04/67ITANunzio Zavettieri-

Key: Squad list is ordered by position and then numerically
D Disciplinary: * Misses next match if booked, S Suspended, # Suspended for at least one match
UELQ1: Current season total UEFA Europa League appearances in qualifying rounds only
UEL2: Current season total UEFA Europa League appearances from the group stage onwards prior to the current matchday
UEL3: Total appearances in the UEFA Europa League, first round to final only
UEFA4: All-time total appearances in UEFA club competitions including all qualifying round matches
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Fixtures and results
Sporting Clube de Portugal

GoalscorersResultOpponentCompetitionDate
João Aurélio 75 (og)D 1-1CD Nacional (A)League15/08/09
Yannick Djaló 71L 1-2SC Braga (H)League22/08/09
Liedson 64, Yannick Djaló 84W 2-0A. Académica de Coimbra (A)League30/08/09
Liedson 81W 1-0FC Paços de Ferreira (H)League13/09/09
Daniel Carriço 35, João Moutinho 42 (p), Vukčević
87

W 3-2SC Olhanense (H)League21/09/09

L 0-1FC Porto (A)League26/09/09
D 0-0CF Os Belenenses (H)League04/10/09

Liedson 52, João Moutinho 75 (p), Vukčević 90W 3-0FC Penafiel (H)Cup18/10/09
Fernández 83D 1-1Vitória SC (A)League27/10/09
Fernández 54D 1-1CS Marítimo (H)League01/11/09

Rio Ave FC (A)League08/11/09
SL Benfica (H)League29/11/09
Vitória FC (A)League06/12/09
UD Leiria (H)League13/12/09
A. Naval 1° Maio (A)League20/12/09
Leixões SC (H)League10/01/10
CD Nacional (H)League17/01/10
SC Braga (A)League31/01/10
A. Académica de Coimbra (H)League07/02/10
FC Paços de Ferreira (A)League14/02/10
SC Olhanense (A)League21/02/10
FC Porto (H)League28/02/10
CF Os Belenenses (A)League07/03/10
Vitória SC (H)League14/03/10
CS Marítimo (A)League28/03/10
Rio Ave FC (H)League03/04/10
SL Benfica (A)League11/04/10
Vitória FC (H)League18/04/10
UD Leiria (A)League25/04/10
A. Naval 1° Maio (H)League02/05/10

PtsGAGFLDWPldClubsPos.
254150189SC Braga1
227301179SL Benfica2
207191269FC Porto3
14691539Rio Ave FC4
1415103249CD Nacional5
138132439UD Leiria6
138102439Sporting Clube de Portugal7
1211133339CS Marítimo8
101475139A. Naval 1° Maio9
81053519CF Os Belenenses10
81575229Leixões SC11
71164419FC Paços de Ferreira12
71174419Vitória SC13
71846129Vitória FC14
71054419SC Olhanense15
61495319A. Académica de Coimbra16
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FK Ventspils
GoalscorersResultOpponentCompetitionDate
Menteshashvili 11, Chirkin 32, Žigajevs 75, Butriks
89, Rugins 90+2

W 5-1FK Daugava Rīga (A)League15/03/09

Rimkus 31W 1-0JFK Olimps (H)League21/03/09
Chirkin 18, 49, Rimkus 71 (p), Višņakovs 73,
Mysikov 80

W 5-1SK Blāzma Rezekne (H)League05/04/09

Rimkus 68D 1-1FK Tranzīts Ventspils (H)League08/04/09
Ţîgîrlaş 14, Chirkin 31, 53W 3-0FK Jūrmala (A)League12/04/09

D 0-0FC Dinaburg (H)League18/04/09
Menteshashvili 12, Žigajevs 81, Rimkus 87 (p)W 3-1Skonto FC (A)League26/04/09
Kosmačovs 90+4D 1-1SK Liepājas Metalurgs (H)League30/04/09
Ţîgîrlaş 18, Rimkus 46, Chirkin 48, Mysikov 68W 4-2FK Daugava Rīga (H)League10/05/09
Žigajevs 5, 57, Rimkus 35 (p), 66, Višņakovs 76W 5-1JFK Olimps (A)League13/05/09
Butriks 71, 81, Rimkus 76W 3-0SK Blāzma Rezekne (A)League28/05/09
Ţîgîrlaş 38, 80, Butriks 48W 3-0FK Tranzīts Ventspils (A)League31/05/09
Kačanovs 32, Višņakovs 74, Dedov 89W 3-0FK Jūrmala (H)League11/06/09

L 0-1FC Dinaburg (A)League14/06/09
Ţîgîrlaş 50, Rimkus 63W 2-1Skonto FC (H)League18/06/09
Chirkin 69L 1-2SK Liepājas Metalurgs (A)League22/06/09
Rimkus 18, 57, 85, Višņakovs 80, Ponakovs 90 (og)W 5-0FK Daugava Rīga (A)League30/06/09
Ţîgîrlaş 57, 86, Višņakovs 59, Chirkin 75, Rimkus
90+3 (p)

W 5-3JFK Olimps (H)League04/07/09

Žigajevs 45, 88, Shpakov 48, Rimkus 63 (p), Dedov
83

W 5-0SK Blāzma Rezekne (H)League08/07/09

Shpakov 16 (p), Višņakovs 24, 60, João Martins 33,
Rimkus 55 (p), 80, Chirkin 75

W 7-0FK Tranzīts Ventspils (H)League08/08/09

Ndeki 16, Shpakov 38, Žigajevs 85, Rimkus 89W 4-0FK Jūrmala (A)League15/08/09
Žigajevs 55L 1-2SK Liepājas Metalurgs (H)League30/08/09
Shpakov 55W 1-0FC Dinaburg (H)League13/09/09
Višņakovs 54, 74W 2-0JFK Olimps (A)League20/09/09
Shpakov 69W 1-0FK Tranzīts Ventspils (A)League23/09/09
Žigajevs 14, Butriks 25 (p)W 2-0SK Blāzma Rezekne (A)League26/09/09

D 0-0Skonto FC (A)League04/10/09
Višņakovs 8, 63, João Martins 11, 83, Rugins 25,
Mysikov 52, Shpakov 72, 90

W 8-0FK Daugava Rīga (H)League15/10/09

Gauračs 23, Višņakovs 54, Višņakovs 56, Iheruome
75

W 4-1FK Jūrmala (H)League18/10/09

L 0-2Skonto FC (H)League26/10/09
Butriks 17D 1-1SK Liepājas Metalurgs (A)League01/11/09

FC Dinaburg (A)League08/11/09

PtsGAGFLDWPldClubsPos.
762188342431SK Liepājas Metalurgs1
712186452231FK Ventspils2
692790532230Skonto FC3
3757501641131JFK Olimps4
3759381641131FK Jūrmala5
267130205732SK Blāzma Rezekne6
1661211910231FK Tranzīts Ventspils7
1410824235331FK Daugava Rīga8
033311141530FC Dinaburg9
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Match-by-match lineups
Group D
Standings

PtsGAGFLDWPldClub
9360033Sporting Clube de Portugal
4331113SC Heerenveen
2321203FK Ventspils
1312103Hertha BSC Berlin

Matchday 1 (17/09/09)
Hertha BSC Berlin 1-1 FK Ventspils
Goals: 1-0 Piszczek 34, 1-1 Gauračs 48
FK Ventspils: Chesnovski, Žigajevs (Ndeki 86), Kosmačovs, Laizans, Višņakovs (Butriks 72), Chirkin, Mihadjuks, Zamperini, Ţîgîrlaş (Astafjevs
75), Gauračs, Solovjovs
SC Heerenveen 2-3 Sporting Clube de Portugal
Goals: 1-0 Sibon 12, 1-1 Liedson 17, 1-2 Liedson 40, 2-2 Dingsdag 77, 2-3 Liedson 88
Sporting Clube de Portugal: Rui Patrício, Daniel Carriço, Polga, Vukčević (Tonel 89), Marco Caneira, Fernández (Angulo 82), Yannick Djaló
(Hélder Postiga 62), Miguel Veloso, João Moutinho, Liedson, Abel

Matchday 2 (01/10/09)
Sporting Clube de Portugal 1-0 Hertha BSC Berlin
Goals: 1-0 Adrien Silva 18
Sporting Clube de Portugal: Rui Patrício, Daniel Carriço, Adrien Silva, Vukčević (Grimi 78), Caicedo (Yannick Djaló 68), Tonel, Fernández
(Pereirinha 46), Miguel Veloso, João Moutinho, Liedson, Abel
FK Ventspils 0-0 SC Heerenveen
FK Ventspils: Kolinko, Žigajevs (Butriks 63), Kosmačovs, Chirkin, Ndeki, Mihadjuks, Zamperini, Ţîgîrlaş, Gauračs (Višņakovs 88), Hodel, Solovjovs
(Rugins 90+1)

Matchday 3 (22/10/09)
FK Ventspils 1-2 Sporting Clube de Portugal
Goals: 0-1 Miguel Veloso 6, 1-1 Laizans 64(pen), 1-2 João Moutinho 85
FK Ventspils: Kolinko, Kosmačovs (Žigajevs 60), Laizans (Astafjevs 83), Chirkin, Ndeki, Mihadjuks, Zamperini, Ţîgîrlaş, Gauračs, Hodel, Butriks
(Višņakovs 53)
Sporting Clube de Portugal: Rui Patrício, Daniel Carriço, Vukčević (Pereirinha 63), Caicedo (Hélder Postiga 73), Tonel, Fernández (Angulo 80),
Grimi, Miguel Veloso, João Moutinho, Liedson, Abel

Matchday 4 (05/11/09)
Sporting Clube de Portugal v FK Ventspils

Matchday 5 (03/12/09)
FK Ventspils v Hertha BSC Berlin
Sporting Clube de Portugal v SC Heerenveen

Matchday 6 (16/12/09)
Hertha BSC Berlin v Sporting Clube de Portugal
SC Heerenveen v FK Ventspils
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Match officials
Referee Aleksandar Stavrev (MKD)
Assistant referees Ljubomir Krstevski (MKD), Marjan Kirovski (MKD)
Additional assistant referee Dimitar Meckarovski (MKD)
Additional assistant referee Goran Spirkoski (MKD)
Fourth official Petar Mantev (MKD)
UEFA Delegate Jim Boyce (NIR)
UEFA Referee observer John Edward Martin (ENG)

Referee
UEFA matchesUEL matches *Date of birthName

24230/03/1977Aleksandar Stavrev

UEFA Europa League matches involving teams from the two countries involved in this match
VenueRes.MatchStageComp.Date

Riga3-0Skonto FC - AS Jeunesse EschQR1UCUP27/07/06
Guimaraes0-1FC Paços de Ferreira - Bnei Yehuda Tel-Aviv FCQR3UCUP06/08/09

Other matches - Matches involving teams from either of the two countries involved in this match
VenueRes.MatchStageComp.Date

Belfast1-1Cliftonville FC - FC DinaburgR1UIC23/06/07
Tbilisi2-0Latvia - GeorgiaQRU1923/10/07

* Group stage to final only

Match officials    11Last updated 03/11/09 17:14:10CET

Thursday 5 November 2009 - 19.00CET (18.00 local time)Sporting Clube de Portugal - FK Ventspils
José Alvalade, LisbonMATCH PRESS KIT



Competition information
The UEFA Cup evolved from the Inter-Cities Fairs Cup, and was first contested as the UEFA Cup in 1971/72. This
season the UEFA Cup has been reborn as the UEFA Europa League. The new name heralds major changes to the
competition, which has a new 48-team group stage with centralised marketing of broadcast rights, a presenting sponsor
- Spanish car manufacturer SEAT - and an official matchball in addition to centralised sponsorship from the knockout
stage and a new logo and visual identity.

• Disciplinary information: As a rule, a player who is sent off is suspended for the next match in a UEFA club
competition. The Control and Disciplinary Body is entitled to augment this punishment. In the case of repeated cautions,
from the group stage a player is suspended for one match after three cautions in three different matches, as well as
following any subsequent odd-numbered caution (fifth, seventh, ninth, etc). Single yellow cards and pending suspensions
are always carried forward either to the next stage of the competition or to another club competition in the current
season.

• Locally-trained players rule: In February 2005, UEFA announced the 'A' list that teams submit for UEFA club
competitions will continue to be limited to 25 players, and from the 2008/09 season at least eight places are reserved
for players trained by the club's own football academy of which half can be players trained by other clubs from within
the same association of the said club. The 'B' list also continues to exist – involving an unlimited number of Under-21
players who have been at the club for any uninterrupted period of two years since their 15th birthday.

A club-trained player is defined as a player who has been registered for a minimum of three seasons with the club
between the age of 15 and 21, whereas an association-trained player is one who has been registered for at least
three seasons by the club or by other clubs affiliated to the same association between the age of 15 and 21.

• Away goals rule: For matches played under the cup (knockout) system, the team which scores the greater aggregate
of goals in the two matches qualifies for the next round. If the two teams involved in a tie score the same number of
goals over the two legs, the team which scores more away goals qualifies for the next stage. If this procedure does
not produce a result, i.e, if the two teams score the same number of goals at home and away, extra time of two periods
of 15 minutes shall be played at the end of the second leg. If during extra time, both teams score the same number
of goals, away goals count double (i.e. the visiting club qualifies). If no goals are scored during extra time, penalty
kicks determine which team qualifies.

• Player registration: UEFA regulations state that for all UEFA Europa League matches from the start of the Round
of 32, a club may register a maximum of three new eligible players within their squad of 25 for the remaining matches
in the current competition. One player from the above quota of three who has played UEFA club competition matches
for another competing club in the current season may exceptionally be registered, provided that the player has not
been fielded by another club in the UEFA Europa League this season or by a club that has transferred from the UEFA
Champions League to the UEFA Europa League following the group stage.

• Assistant referees experiment: The 144 UEFA Europa League group-stage games will be overseen by six match
officials, in an experiment endorsed by the International Football Association Board (IFAB), with two additional assistant
referees taking up positions alongside each goal. The additional assistant referees will provide two extra pairs of eyes
to monitor the game, informing the referee of incidents that he may otherwise have missed.

• Disclaimer: Although UEFA has taken all reasonable care that the information contained within this document is
accurate at the time of publication, no representation or guarantee (including liability towards third parties), expressed
or implied, is made as to its accuracy, reliability or completeness. Therefore, UEFA assumes no liability for the use
or interpretation of information contained herein. More information can be found in the competition regulations on
www.uefa.com.

• UEFA Europa League Statistics Handbook: This informative guide to the new competition and the teams involved
in the group stage can be downloaded as four pdf files at
http://www.uefa.com/uefa/mediaservices/publications/index.html.
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Legend
National team competitions
EURO: UEFA European Football Championship
WC: FIFA World Cup • CONFCUP: Confederation Cup
FRIE: Friendly internationals • U21FRIE: Under-21 friendly internationals
U21: UEFA European Under-21 Championship
U17: UEFA Under-17 Championship • U16: UEFA European Under-16
Championship
U19: UEFA Under-19 Championship • U18: UEFA European Under-18
Championship
WWC: FIFA Women's World Cup • WCHAMP: UEFA European Women's
Championship

:: Competitions
Club competitions
ECCC: European Champion Clubs' Cup/UEFA Champions League
UCUP: UEFA Cup • UCWC: UEFA Cup Winners' Cup
SCUP: UEFA Super Cup • UIC: UEFA Intertoto Cup
ICF: Inter-Cities Fairs Cup

:: Other Abbreviations:: Competition stages
No.: Numberaet: Match decided after extra timeQR3: Third qualifying roundF: Final
o.g.: Own goalaetps: Match decided after extra time

and penalty shoot-out
R1: First roundGS: Group stage
R2: Second roundGS1: First group stage

(p): Penaltyag: Match decided on away goalsR3: Third roundGS2: Second group stage
Pld: Matches playedagg: AggregateR4: Fourth roundKO1: First knockout round
Pos.: PositionAP: AppearancesSF: Semi-finalsPR: Preliminary round
Pts: PointsComp.: CompetitionR16: Second knockout roundQF: Quarter-finals
R: Sent off (red card)D: DrawnR32: Round of 32QR: Qualifying round
Res.: ResultDoB: Date of birth1st: first legQR1: First qualifying round
t: Match decided by toss of coinGA: Goals against2nd: second legQR2: Second qualifying round
W: WonGF: Goals forP-O: Play-offFT: Final tournament
Y: BookedL: Lost(R) : ReplayELITE: Elite round
Y/R: Sent off (yellow card then direct
red)

Nat.: NationalityPO - FT: Play-off for Final
Tournament

P-O 3rd: Third place play-off

N/a: Not ApplicableProm/Rel P-O: Promotion/Relegation
play-off

GS - FT: Group stage - Final
tournament

:: Statistics
(+) : Denotes player introduced(-) : Denotes player substituted
(+/-) : Denotes player introduced and substituted(*) : Denotes player dismissed/sent off

:: Disclaimer: Although UEFA has taken all reasonable care that the information contained within this document is accurate at the time of publication,
no representation or guarantee (including liability towards third parties), expressed or implied, is made as to its accuracy, reliability or completeness.
Therefore, UEFA assumes no liability for the use or interpretation of information contained herein. More information can be found in the competition
regulations available on www.uefa.com.
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