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Match background
Czech league leaders Viktoria Plzeň have it all to do in the round of 16 second leg as they host a Sporting CP side
holding a 2-0 advantage from the first meeting in Lisbon.

• Plzeň, who finished top of Group G in the autumn thanks to wins in each of their last three matches, saw off Serbian
champions Partizan 3-1 on aggregate in the last 32, a 1-1 draw in Belgrade preceding a 2-0 home victory.

•  One  of  five  UEFA  Champions  League  group  stage  participants  to  have  reached  the  last  16  of  this  competition,
Sporting beat Astana 6-4 on aggregate in the round of 32, winning 3-1 away before the Kazakh champions held them
3-3 at home.

Previous meetings
• Colombian forward Fredy Montero, who returned for a second spell with Sporting in January, scored both goals in
the first leg against Plzeň either side of the interval to decide the first European encounter between the two clubs in
the home side's  favour.  His  second goal  was the 300th scored by a Portuguese club in  the UEFA Europa League,
group stage to final.

• Plzeň, coached then as now by Pavel Vrba, recorded a home win (3-1) and an away draw (1-1) against Académica
Coimbra  in  the  2012/13  UEFA  Europa  League  group  stage  –  their  only  previous  matches  against  Portuguese
opponents. Current Plzeň players Matúš Kozáčik, Martin Zeman, David Limberský, Marek Bakoš and Radim Řezník
were all involved.

• It  is almost 40 years since Sporting last travelled to Czech opposition, their one and only previous tie bringing 1-0
defeats in both legs of the 1978/79 European Cup Winners' Cup first round against Baník Ostrava.

Form guide
•  Plzeň  have  won  all  five  home  games  in  this  season's  UEFA  Europa  League  to  make  it  six  in  a  row  in  this
competition, scoring 17 goals over that stretch.

• This is Plzeň's third participation in the round of 16, their previous two ties at this juncture having ended in defeat –
by  Fenerbahçe  in  2012/13  (0-1  home,  1-1  away)  and Lyon in  2013/14  (1-4  away,  2-1  home).  Their  last  two UEFA
Europa League campaigns, in 2015/16 and 2016/17, ended at the group stage.

• Runners-up in last term's Czech First League, Viktoria Plzeň lost to FCSB in the third qualifying round of the UEFA
Champions League but, having beaten AEK Larnaca in the UEFA Europa League play-offs, finished above the same
Romanian opponents in their group, having trailed them by six points halfway through.

• Sporting have lost six of their last nine European away fixtures – and 18 of their last 27 (W4 D5). They have won
only two and lost ten of their last 16 games outside Lisbon in the UEFA Europa League, with the victory in Astana in
the  round  of  32  ending  a  run  of  11  away  games  without  a  win  (D6  L5)  in  the  UEFA  Cup/UEFA  Europa  League
knockout phase.

• The Lions, who finished runners-up in the 2004/05 UEFA Cup, losing the final in their own stadium to CSKA Moskva
(1-3),  are in  the UEFA Europa League round of  16 for  the third  time.  They lost  on away goals  to  eventual  winners
Atlético Madrid in the competition's inaugural 2009/10 season (0-0 away, 2-2 home) before overcoming Manchester
City by the same method in 2011/12 (1-0 home, 2-3 away).

• Sporting finished third in last season's Portuguese Liga and reached the UEFA Champions League group stage with
a  5-1  win  away  to  Plzeň's  conquerors  FCSB  in  the  play-offs,  which  clinched  an  aggregate  success  by  the  same
margin. They finished third in their section behind Barcelona and Juventus.

•  Plzeň  have  lost  the  first,  away,  leg  in  three  previous  European  ties  and  have  been  eliminated  on  two  of  those
occasions. The most recent instance – and the only one of the three where the first-leg scoreline was 0-2 – resulted in
aggregate defeat in last season's UEFA Champions League play-offs by Ludogorets Razgrad (2-2 home).

•  Sporting  have  qualified  20  times  from  the  30  UEFA  competition  ties  in  which  they  have  led  after  the  first  leg  in
Lisbon. The balance when the first game has finished 2-0 is five aggregate victories from nine; they have progressed
on each of the last three occasions, most recently against Basel in the 2007/08 UEFA Cup round of 32 (3-0 home).

Links and trivia
• Former Czech international Pavel Horváth played for Sporting and Plzeň and won national championships with both
clubs. He represented Sporting between 2000 and 2002 and had a seven-season spell  at Plzeň between 2008 and
2015, during which he scored 46 goals in 205 matches, winning three league titles and one Czech Cup.

• Horváth was on target for Plzeň in both games against Académica in 2012, becoming at the time the UEFA Europa
League's  oldest  goalscorer  at  the age of  37 years and 214 days.  He has since been overtaken by three players of
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even more senior status – Daniel Hestad, Walter Samuel and Miroslav Klose.

•  Sporting's  Rui  Patrício  and  Fábio  Coentrão  were  both  in  the  starting  XI  as  Portugal  won  1-0  against  a  Czech
Republic  side featuring Plzeň's  David  Limbersky  in  the UEFA EURO 2012 quarter-final;  Roman Hubník  and Daniel
Kolář were unused substitutes.

•  Sporting  have  now  participated  in  seven  of  the  nine  UEFA  Europa  League  campaigns.  Only  Ajax  (eight
appearances) have been involved in more.

• This is the 50th time that Sporting boss Jorge Jesus has led a team in the UEFA Europa League, group stage to
final.  Only  one  other  coach  has  reached  that  competition  milestone  –  three-time  trophy  winner  Unai  Emery  (59
games).

• Sporting were the top-scoring team in the round of 32, scoring six goals – three in each leg – against Astana. Half
were  scored  by  midfielder  Bruno  Fernandes,  who  was  therefore  the  round's  joint-top  scorer  alongside  Lokomotiv
Moskva's Manuel Fernandes and Lazio's Ciro Immobile, who both struck hat-tricks.

•  Plzeň are bidding to become only the second Czech team to reach the UEFA Europa League quarter-finals,  after
Sparta Praha in 2015/16.

• Plzeň striker Michael Krmenčík celebrates his 25th birthday on the day of the game.

• Řezník and Patrik Hrošovský have both featured in every minute of Plzeň's 13-match European campaign this term.

• Rui Patrício has been on the field for every minute of Sporting's 11 European encounters in 2017/18.

• Plzeň’s David Limberský and Sporting pair William Carvalho and Sebastián Coates are all suspended for this match
after picking up yellow cards in the first leg.

•  Suspended  for  next  match  if  booked:  Marek  Bakoš,  Patrik  Hrošovský  (Plzeň);  Marcos  Acuña,  Fábio  Coentrão,
Gelson Martins, Bruno Fernandes, Rodrigo Battaglia (Sporting).

Penalty shoot-outs
• Viktoria Plzeň have yet to feature in a UEFA penalty shoot-out.

• Sporting have lost both of their UEFA penalty shoot-outs:
3-5 v Dinamo Minsk, 1984/85 UEFA Cup second round
3-4 v Napoli, 1989/90 UEFA Cup first round

The coaches
• After stints as Czech Republic and Anji coach, heading the former at the UEFA EURO 2016 finals in France, Pavel
Vrba rejoined Plzeň last year, having steered the club to two domestic championship titles between 2008 and 2013.
Once a Baník Ostrava player and coach, he won the 2006/07 Slovak title as Žilina boss. He was voted Czech coach
of the year five times running between 2010 and 2014.

•  Jorge  Jesus  was  lured  to  Sporting  from  Lisbon  rivals  Benfica  in  2015  after  six  seasons  as  head  coach  with  the
Eagles that brought ten domestic trophies, including three Liga titles, plus two runners-up berths in the UEFA Europa
League – in 2012/13 to Chelsea and 2013/14 to Sevilla. His relatively discreet playing career started with Sporting in
the early 1970s.
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-: Denotes player substituted +: Denotes player introduced
*: Denotes player sent off +/-: Denotes player introduced and substituted

Club competitions
UCL: UEFA Champions League
ECCC: European Champion Clubs' Cup
UEL: UEFA Europa League
UCUP: UEFA Cup
UCWC: UEFA Cup Winners' Cup
SCUP: UEFA Super Cup
UIC: UEFA Intertoto Cup
ICF: Inter-Cities Fairs Cup

National team competitions
EURO: UEFA European Football Championship
WC: FIFA World Cup
CONFCUP: FIFA Confederations Cup
FRIE: Friendly internationals
U21FRIE: Under-21 friendly internationals
U21: UEFA European Under-21 Championship
U17: UEFA Under-17 Championship
U16: UEFA European Under-16 Championship
U19: UEFA Under-19 Championship
U18: UEFA European Under-18 Championship
WWC: FIFA Women's World Cup
WEURO: UEFA European Women's Championship

F: Final GS: Group stage
GS1: First group stage GS2: Second group stage
3QR: Third qualifying round R1: First round
R2: Second round R3: Third round
R4: Fourth round PR: Preliminary round
SF: Semi-finals QF: Quarter-finals
R16: round of 16 QR: Qualifying round
R32: Round of 32 1QR: First qualifying round
1st: first leg 2QR: Second qualifying

round
2nd: second leg FT: Final tournament
PO: Play-off ELITE: Elite round
Rep: Replay 3rdPO: Third-place play-off
PO - FT: Play-off for Final
Tournament

GS-FT: Group stage – final
tournament

Competition stages
(aet): After extra time pens: Penalties
No.: Number og: Own goal
ag: Match decided on away
goals

P: Penalty
agg: Aggregate

Pld: Matches played AP: Appearances
Pos.: Position Comp.: Competition
Pts: Points D: Drawn
R: Sent off (straight red card) DoB: Date of birth
Res.: Result ET: Extra Time
sg: Match decided by silver
goal

GA: Goals against
t: Match decided by toss of a
coin

GF: Goals for W: Won
gg: Match decided by golden
goal

Y: Booked
L: Lost

Y/R: Sent off (two yellow
cards)

Nat.: Nationality
N/A: Not applicable

f: Match forfeited

Other abbreviations

Legend
Competitions

Statistics

Squad list
D: Disciplinary
*: Misses next match if booked
S: Suspended
QUAL: All UEFA qualifiers
UEL: Current season total UEFA Europa League appearances from the group stage onwards prior to the current
matchday
UEL: Total appearances in the UEFA Europa League, group stage to final only
UEFA: All-time total appearances in UEFA club competition including qualifying
Disclaimer: Although UEFA has taken all reasonable care that the information contained within this document is
accurate at the time of publication, no representation or guarantee (including liability towards third parties), expressed
or implied, is made as to its accuracy, reliability or completeness. Therefore, UEFA assumes no liability for the use or
interpretation of information contained herein. More information can be found in the competition regulations available
on UEFA.com.
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