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Introduction

Wo me nfdbtball continues to grow in popularity, with more and more girls and women playing acrossthe continent. After the great successof lasty e a UEFAW0 me nEG&JRO
in Sweden, national teams have been taking part in qualifying for the 2015 FIFAWo me nWodd Cup in Canada For the first time, eight European teams will participate in the
final round of the FIFAWo me nWodd Cup, which is a positive sign reflecting the development of w o me ffiodtlsall in Europe.

With the increased resourcesthat many national associations are putting into the development of w o me rfodtlsall, it is little surprise that the level of elite w o0 me rodtlsall has
improved . However, elite w 0 me rfodtlall would struggle to exist and grow without a strong base. Development programmes aimed at the grassroots, increased opportunities
for female coaches,and promotion and communication strategies for w 0 me riodtlsall are all achieving positive results.

The increasesseen in the number of registered female players, the number of national associations organising a national w o me redgae, the number of football academies
dedicated to girls and the number of associationsadopting a strategy for w o me riodtisall are all further signs of the steady progress that is being made.

The first part of this booklet analysesthe development of wo me rfodtball in Europe as a whole, while the second part contains factsheets on each of U E F A48 sational
associations This report is made up of data collected from the football associations that make up U E F Adbtball family, so UEFAwould like to thank all associations for the
information they have provided.
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Country codes

In this report, countries are referred to using the following abbreviations:

Albania ALB Latvia LVA
Andorra AND Liechtenstein LIE
Armenia ARM Lithuania LTU
Austria AUT Luxembourg LUX
Azerbaijan AZE FYR Macedonia MKD
Belarus BLR Malta MLT
Belgium BEL Moldova MDA
Bosnia andHerzegovina BIH Montenegro MNE
Bulgaria BUL Netherlands NED
Croatia CRO Northern Ireland NIR
Cyprus CYP Norway NOR
CzechRepublic CZE Poland POL
Denmark DEN Portugal POR
England ENG Republic of Ireland IRL
Estonia EST Romania ROU
Faroelslands FRO Russia RUS
Finland FIN SanMarino SMR
France FRA Scotland SCO
Georgia GEO Serbia SRB
Germany GER Slovakia SVK
Gibraltar GIB Slovenia SW
Greece GRE Spain ESP
Hungary HUN Sweden SWE
Iceland ISL Switzerland Sul
Israel ISR Turkey TUR
Italy ITA Ukraine UKR
Kazakhstan KAZ Wales WAL
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Total number of registered players

1 | Registered female players

2014/2015 1,208,558

2013/2014 1,162,314

There has been constant growth in w o me rfobtball over the last few seasons This
seasonthere has been a 4% increasein the number of registered female players,* with
the total rising by 46,244 to stand at 1,208,558.

These registered players are unevenly distributed across Europe. As the map on the
right shows, numbers are higher in central and western Europe and lower in southern
and eastern Europe. There are exceptions, however (notably Russia)

The maps in this booklet group national associations together on the basis of the
number of registered female players. Those groupings are linked to the criteria
measuring growth in the UEFAGrassroots Charter.

Thisseasona total of five countries have moved to a higher category. CYPand ESTnow
have more than 1,000 players.

National associations changing category in 2014/15

60,001 or more

20,001 to 60,000

5,001 to 20,000

1,001 to 5,000 ‘

1,000 or less

* A registered player is someone whom the association has on record as actively playing
football on aregular basis.
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