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Match background
Last season's UEFA Champions League semi-finalists Ajax held out for a draw at APOEL and must now finish the job
in Amsterdam as they look to earn a group return.

• Ajax lost Noussair Mazraoui to a second yellow card ten minutes from time in the first leg but managed to hold on for
a goalless draw, Andrija Pavlović hitting the crossbar for an APOEL side who are bidding to come through qualifying
to reach the competition proper for the fifth time.

• Both teams survived tense ties in the third qualifying round to reach the play-offs, a round where both APOEL and
Ajax have suffered disappointment in recent years.

Previous meetings
•  This  is  the  teams'  fourth  match,  after  they  were  paired  together  in  the  2014/15  UEFA  Champions  League  group
stage. Following a 1-1 draw in Nicosia in which Lucas Andersen's 28th-minute opener for Ajax was cancelled out by a
Gustavo Manduca penalty three minutes later, the Dutch club were 4-0 winners in the Netherlands on matchday six,
Lasse Schöne scoring twice and Davy Klaassen and Arkadiusz Milik once each.

• That matchday six success meant Ajax finished third in Group F with five points, four more than APOEL, and went
on to the UEFA Europa League, where they were eliminated in the round of 16.

• Joël Veltman played 90 minutes in both those matches for Ajax, while Giorgos Efrem featured in both for APOEL,
with Tomás De Vincenti coming on as a substitute in Cyprus and Stathis Aloneftis doing likewise in Amsterdam.

Form guide
Ajax
•  Ajax  went  all  the  way  from  the  UEFA  Champions  League  second  qualifying  round  to  the  semi-finals  in  2018/19,
losing  on  away  goals  to  Tottenham in  the  last  four  after  conceding  six  minutes  into  added  time  to  go  down  3-2  at
home and bow out after a 3-3 aggregate draw.

• Erik ten Hag's team lost only two of their 18 European matches in 2018/19 (W10 D6), when they became the first
side in European Cup history to reach the semi-finals having come through three qualifying rounds and the first Dutch
club to get to the UEFA Champions League last four since PSV Eindhoven in 2004/05.

•  Ajax's  record  in  UEFA  Champions  League  play-offs  is  W2  L1  –  both  victories  coming  against  Dynamo  Kyiv,  in
2010/11 (1-1 a, 2-1 h) and last season (3-1 h, 0-0 a). They lost at this stage to Rostov in 2016/17 (1-1 h, 1-4 a).

• Champions of the Netherlands for the 34th time in 2018/19 – their first league title since 2014 – Ajax also lifted the
Dutch Cup to claim their eighth domestic double, and a first since 2002.

• They kicked off this season's UEFA Champions League in the third qualifying round, seeing off Greek side PAOK 5-
4  on  aggregate  after  a  2-2  away  draw  and  a  3-2  home  win  secured  by  an  85th-minute  Dušan  Tadić  penalty.  The
second-leg victory in Amsterdam ended a run of four home European matches without a win (D2 L2).

• The first leg of this tie ended Ajax's run of scoring in 14 successive European matches. The last time they failed to
score was also in a goalless draw in the away leg of last season's UEFA Champions League play-off, against Dynamo
Kyiv; they have found the net in each of their last ten home European fixtures.

• The Amsterdammers have now won four of their seven matches against Cypriot clubs (D2 L1), including all three in
Amsterdam where they have scored 16 goals and conceded none.

• The PAOK tie in this season's third qualifying round was the 22nd in UEFA competition in which Ajax drew the away
first leg; they have won 18 of those – though lost two of the last five. When the first away leg has ended scoreless,
Ajax's  aggregate  record  is  W6 L1,  the  victories  including  two  in  their  1994/95  UEFA Champions  League  triumph –
against  Hajduk  Split  (3-0  h)  and  Bayern  München  (5-0  h)  –  and  their  record  UEFA  win,  14-0  against  Red  Boys
Differdange in the 1984/85 UEFA Cup first round.

• Ajax's record in six UEFA penalty shoot-outs is W1 L5:
3-5 v Levski Sofia, 1975/76 UEFA Cup third round
0-3 v Juventus, 1977/78 European Champion Clubs' Cup quarter-final 
2-4 v Bohemians Praha, 1984/85 UEFA Cup second round
4-3 v Grêmio, 1995 European/South American Cup
2-4 v Juventus, 1995/96 UEFA Champions League final
2-4 v Steaua Bucureşti, 2012/13 UEFA Europa League round of 32

APOEL
• Champions of Cyprus for a record 28th time in 2018/19 – their seventh successive league title – APOEL are bidding
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to reach the group stage for the fifth time, and the second in three years.

• APOEL's best UEFA Champions League campaign came in 2011/12, when they topped their group and reached the
quarter-finals  before  losing  to  Real  Madrid.  On  their  three  other  group  appearances  –  in  2009/10,  2014/15  and
2017/18 – they finished fourth in their section.

• Last season they lost to Sūduva in the first qualifying round of the UEFA Champions League; they went on to reach
the UEFA Europa League play-offs before losing to Astana of Kazakhstan on penalties. It was the first time APOEL
had failed to reach either the UEFA Champions League or UEFA Europa League group stage since 2012/13.

• This season, APOEL overcame Montenegro's Sutjeska 4-0 on aggregate in the second qualifying round (1-0 a, 3-0
h) before a 3-2 comeback victory against  Qarabağ of  Azerbaijan in the third qualifying round; they parted company
with title-winning coach Paolo Tramezzani after a 2-1 home first-leg defeat and appointed in his place Thomas Doll,
who steered them to the 2-0 away victory in his first game in charge.

•  APOEL  have  therefore  won  both  away  matches  in  this  season's  UEFA  Champions  League,  after  a  run  of  nine
European away games without a victory (D3 L6).

• APOEL's record in UEFA Champions League play-off ties is W4 L2, although they have lost two of their last three.
Most recently, they overcame Slavia Praha 2-0 on aggregate at this stage in 2017/18 (2-0 h, 0-0 a).

• Their three meetings with Ajax are APOEL's only previous contests against a Dutch club.

• APOEL have won only three of their 12 UEFA ties in which they were held at home in the first leg, although that does
include  three  of  the  last  four,  the  most  recent  against  Vardar  in  the  2015/16  UEFA  Champions  League  second
qualifying round (0-0 h, 1-1 a). That is one of four previous occasions in which APOEL have drawn 0-0 at home in the
first game; their aggregate record is W2 L2 with wins in the two most recent.

• APOEL's record in two UEFA penalty shoot-outs is W1 L1:
4-3 v Lyon, 2011/12 UEFA Champions League round of 16
1-2 v Astana, 2018/19 UEFA Europa League play-off

Links and trivia
• Klaas-Jan Huntelaar scored twice at the GSP Stadium in Schalke's 3-0 UEFA Europa League group win at APOEL
in September 2015. Dutchman Boy Waterman was in goal for the home side, who had De Vicenti sent off late on.

•  Waterman  came  through  the  Ajax  youth  system,  although  he  never  played  for  the  first  team.  He  represented
Heerenveen (2001–07), AZ Alkmaar (2007–08), Den Haag (2008–10), De Graafschap (2010/11) and PSV Eindhoven
(2012/13) in the Netherlands.

•  APOEL's  Reza  Ghoochannejhad,  who  has  joint  Iranian  and  Dutch  nationality,  played  for  Heerenveen  (2005–09,
2016–18), Go Ahead Eagles (2006/07, 2009/10), Emmen (2009) and Cambuur (2010/11) in the Netherlands.

• Have also played in the Netherlands:
Uroš Matić (NAC Breda 2014–16)
André Vidigal (Fortuna Sittard 2017–19)

• Have played together:
Siem de Jong & Reza Ghoochannejhad (Sydney FC 2019)
Perr Schuurs & André Vidigal (Fortuna Sittard 2017/18)

•  Ajax  technical  director  Edwin  van  der  Sar  was  in  the  Netherlands  side  that  beat  Cyprus  4-0  in  Nicosia  in  a  FIFA
World Cup qualifier in October 2000; Demetris Ioannou, father of current APOEL defender Nicholas, was in the home
line-up.
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-: Denotes player substituted +: Denotes player introduced
*: Denotes player sent off +/-: Denotes player introduced and substituted

Club competitions
UCL: UEFA Champions League
ECCC: European Champion Clubs' Cup
UEL: UEFA Europa League
UCUP: UEFA Cup
UCWC: UEFA Cup Winners' Cup
SCUP: UEFA Super Cup
UIC: UEFA Intertoto Cup
ICF: Inter-Cities Fairs Cup

National team competitions
EURO: UEFA European Football Championship
WC: FIFA World Cup
CONFCUP: FIFA Confederations Cup
FRIE: Friendly internationals
U21FRIE: Under-21 friendly internationals
U21: UEFA European Under-21 Championship
U17: UEFA Under-17 Championship
U16: UEFA European Under-16 Championship
U19: UEFA Under-19 Championship
U18: UEFA European Under-18 Championship
WWC: FIFA Women's World Cup
WEURO: UEFA European Women's Championship

F: Final GS: Group stage
GS1: First group stage GS2: Second group stage
3QR: Third qualifying round R1: First round
R2: Second round R3: Third round
R4: Fourth round PR: Preliminary round
SF: Semi-finals QF: Quarter-finals
R16: round of 16 QR: Qualifying round
R32: Round of 32 1QR: First qualifying round
1st: first leg 2QR: Second qualifying

round
2nd: second leg FT: Final tournament
PO: Play-off ELITE: Elite round
Rep: Replay 3rdPO: Third-place play-off
PO - FT: Play-off for Final
Tournament

GS-FT: Group stage – final
tournament

Competition stages
(aet): After extra time pens: Penalties
No.: Number og: Own goal
ag: Match decided on away
goals

P: Penalty
agg: Aggregate

Pld: Matches played AP: Appearances
Pos.: Position Comp.: Competition
Pts: Points D: Drawn
R: Sent off (straight red card) DoB: Date of birth
Res.: Result ET: Extra Time
sg: Match decided by silver
goal

GA: Goals against
t: Match decided by toss of a
coin

GF: Goals for W: Won
gg: Match decided by golden
goal

Y: Booked
L: Lost

Y/R: Sent off (two yellow
cards)

Nat.: Nationality
N/A: Not applicable

f: Match forfeited

Other abbreviations

Legend
ALL-TIME STATISTICS
The all-time record of the competing clubs in UEFA club competition.

UEFA club competition: These are the official statistics considered valid for communicating official records in UEFA
club competition defined as European Champion Clubs' Cup, UEFA Champions League, UEFA Europa League,
UEFA Cup Winner's Cup UEFA Super Cup, UEFA Intertoto Cup and European/South American Cup. Matches in the
Inter-Cities Fairs Cup and the 1972 Super Cup are not included as they were not held under UEFA auspices, while
the FIFA Club World Cup is excluded.

Match officials

UCL: Total matches officiated in the UEFA Champions League from 1992/93 season, group stage to final only.
Matches where the official has acted as the fourth official are not included in these statistics. These are the official
statistics considered valid for communicating official records.

UEFA: Total matches officiated in UEFA club competition including all qualifying round matches. Matches where the
official has acted as the fourth official are not included in these statistics. These are the official statistics considered
valid for communicating official records.

Competitions

Statistics
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Squad list
D: Disciplinary
*: Misses next match if booked
S: Suspended
UCLQ: Current season total UEFA Champions League appearances in the qualifying rounds and play-offs only
UCL: Current season total UEFA Champions League appearances from group stage onwards prior to current
matchday
UCL: Total appearances in the UEFA Champions League from 1992/93 season, group stage to final only
UEFA: All-time total appearances in UEFA club competition including qualifying
Disclaimer: Although UEFA has taken all reasonable care that the information contained within this document is
accurate at the time of publication, no representation or guarantee (including liability towards third parties), expressed
or implied, is made as to its accuracy, reliability or completeness. Therefore, UEFA assumes no liability for the use or
interpretation of information contained herein. More information can be found in the competition regulations available
on UEFA.com.
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