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Match background
Two of European football's most famous names meet for the first time as Napoli welcome Barcelona to the Stadio San
Paolo.

• The teams may have never previously crossed paths, but both boast plenty of experience against clubs from their
opponents' country – including at this stage of the UEFA Champions League.

• While Barça come into this contest as the unbeaten winners of Group F and have won their last 12 round of 16 ties,
Napoli, also undefeated in Group E, had to wait until Matchday 6 to book their place in the knockout stages and have
lost both previous ties at this stage.

Form guide
Napoli 
•  Napoli  finished  second in  Group E  with  12  points,  one  behind  Liverpool.  They  picked  up  seven  points  in  Naples,
kicking off  with a 2-0 defeat  of  holders Liverpool  and qualifying with a 4-0 win against  Genk on Matchday 6 having
been held 1-1 by Salzburg. Away from home they drew at Genk (0-0) and Liverpool (1-1) either side of a 3-2 success
at Salzburg.

•  Serie  A  runners-up  for  the  second  season  running  in  2018/19,  this  is  Napoli's  sixth  UEFA  Champions  League
campaign – all in the last nine seasons – and the third to have extended into the knockout rounds. They reached the
round of 16 in 2011/12 and 2016/17.

•  Both those previous last-16 ties ended in defeat against  the eventual  winners;  Real Madrid beat Napoli  3-1 home
and  away  in  2016/17,  five  years  after  Chelsea  turned  round  a  3-1  first-leg  defeat  in  Naples  with  a  4-1  extra-time
success in the return.

• Napoli have won only seven of their last 20 matches in the UEFA Champions League, group stage to final (D6 L7) –
all those victories bar this season's Matchday 3 success at Salzburg coming at the Stadio San Paolo.

• Having finished third behind Paris Saint-Germain and Liverpool in last season's group stage, Napoli beat Zürich (5-1
aggregate) and Salzburg (4-3) in the UEFA Europa League before losing 2-0 away to Arsenal and 1-0 at home in the
quarter-finals.

• Despite this season's victories against Liverpool and Genk, Napoli have won only six of their last 12 home games in
the UEFA Champions League, group stage to final; they have lost three.

• That 2017 defeat by Real Madrid in Naples was Napoli's first home reverse against Spanish visitors (W2 D4).

•  Napoli  have lost  their  last  four  two-legged ties  against  Spanish  opposition:  their  overall  record is  W1 L5,  the sole
victory against Valencia in the 1992/93 UEFA Cup first round (5-1 a, 1-0 h).

Barcelona
• Barcelona finished with 14 points in Group F, four ahead of second-placed Borussia Dortmund. Half of those came
away  from  home,  the  Catalan  club  drawing  0-0  at  Dortmund  on  Matchday  1  before  2-1  wins  at  Slavia  Praha  and
Internazionale. At home they beat Inter (2-1) and Dortmund (3-1) and were held 0-0 by Slavia.

• Ansu Fati's winner at Inter on Matchday 6 made him the youngest goalscorer in UEFA Champions League history,
aged 17 years 40 days. He eclipsed the previous record, which had stood since 1 October 1997, set by Olympiacos's
Peter Ofori-Quaye (17 years 195 days).

• Barça have won only six of their last 16 away matches in European competition (D6 L4).

• The Blaugrana's record away to Serie A clubs is W7 D11 L7. They were without a win in eight trips to Italy (D5 L3),
since a 3-2 win at San Siro against AC Milan in the 2011/12 group stage, before the Matchday 6 success at Inter.

•  Spanish  champions  for  the  26th  time  in  2018/19,  their  fourth  title  in  five  years,  this  is  Barcelona's  24th  UEFA
Champions League campaign, a competition record they share with Real Madrid. They have now reached the round
of 16 or better for the last 16 seasons, winning their  group every year from 2007/08 onwards.They are unbeaten in
their last three group stage campaigns, and have come through their section undefeated a record 13 times.

• Matchday 6 was Barcelona's 150th UEFA Champions League win; only Real Madrid have previously reached that
landmark.

• In 2018/19, Barcelona eased past Lyon in the last 16 (0-0 a, 5-1 h) and Manchester United in the quarter-finals (1-0
a, 3-0 h) before a 3-0 first-leg victory against Liverpool in the last four, only for the English club to turn the tables in
stunning style at Anfield (0-4).

•  Barcelona  have  been  in  the  round  of  16  every  year  from  2004/05  onwards,  winning  13  of  those  15  ties.  The
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Blaugrana lost two of the first three ties, most recently against Liverpool in 2006/07, but have won their last 12.

• Barcelona's record in two-legged ties against Italian sides is W8 L5. They have lost their last two, both in the UEFA
Champions League quarter-finals, against Juventus in 2016/17 (0-3 a, 0-0 h) and Roma the following season (4-1 h,
0-3 a).

• Barcelona have lost only two of their last 29 UEFA Champions League fixtures (W18 D9).

•  Last  season's  victory  at  Manchester  United  is  Barcelona's  sole  success  in  eight  away  UEFA  Champions  League
knockout  games  (D2  L5),  since  a  2-0  victory  at  Arsenal  in  the  2015/16  round  of  16.  The  wins  against  United  and
Arsenal are their sole successes in the last ten such contests, with six defeats.

• Barcelona have been European champions on five occasions, most recently in 2015.

Links and trivia
•  Kostas  Manolas  scored  Roma's  decisive  third  goal  in  that  remarkable  comeback  victory  against  Barcelona  in  the
2017/18 quarter-finals.

• Napoli coach Gennaro Gattuso faced Barcelona six times in the UEFA Champions League as a player with AC Milan
(W2 D2 L2).

• Napoli's January signing Matteo Politano came on a late substitute in both of Internazionale's group games against
Barcelona in the autumn.

• Have played in Italy: 
Arturo Vidal (Juventus 2011–15)
Neto (Fiorentina 2011–15, Juventus 2015–17)

• Vidal's Serie A record against Napoli with Juventus was W4 D2 L1, with two goals. Vidal also faced Napoli twice in
the Italian Super Cup, winning in 2012 and losing two years later, and was in the Juve side beaten by Napoli in the
2011/12 Coppa Italia final.

• Have played in Spain:
José Callejón (Espanyol 2008–11, Real Madrid 2011–13)
Fabián Ruíz (Real Betis 2016–18, Elche 2017 (loan))
Fernando Llorente (Athletic Club 2005–13, Sevilla 2015–16)
Orestis Karnezis (Granada 2013/14 (loan))
Stanislav Lobotka (Celta Vigo 2017–20)

• Mário Rui was a youth player at Valencia in 2008.

• Have played together:
Fernando Llorente & Arturo Vidal (Juventus 2013–15)

• International team-mates:
Fabián Ruiz & Jordi Alba, Sergio Busquets, Sergi Roberto (Spain)
Allan & Arthur (Brazil)
Mário Rui & Nélson Semedo (Portugal)

• Diego Maradona represented both clubs, signing for Barcelona in 1982 and winning the Spanish Super Cup and the
Copa del Rey in his first season. In 1984, after 38 goals in 58 games for the Spanish club, he joined Napoli, going on
to win the 1989 UEFA Cup, two Serie A titles, the Coppa Italia and the Italian Super Cup with the Partenopei.

Latest news
Napoli
• UEFA Champions League squad changes
In: Diego Demme (Leipzig), Stanislav Lobotka (Celta Vigo), Matteo Politano (Inter, loan)
Out: Faouzi Ghoulam, Kévin Malcuit, Amin Younes

• Kostas Manolas's next appearance in the UEFA Champions League, group stage to final, will be his 50th.

•  Napoli  replaced  coach  Carlo  Ancelotti  with  Gennaro  Gattuso  immediately  after  booking  their  place  in  the  UEFA
Champions League round of 16.

• The Partenopei lost four of their first five Serie A games after Matchday 6 but have won four of the last five, kicking
off that run with a 2-1 home defeat of Italian champions and league leaders Juventus on 26 January.

• Napoli came from a goal down to win 2-1 at Brescia on Friday evening; they have picked up ten points from losing
positions in Serie A away games this season, compared to none at home.

•  Gattuso's  men also  reached  the  Coppa Italia  semi-finals  by  beating  Serie  B  side  Perugia  2-0  on  14  January  and
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Lazio 1-0 in Rome the following week, Lorenzo Insigne scoring all three goals. A Fabián Ruiz strike gave them a 1-0
win at Inter in the first leg of the semi-finals on 12 February; the return is scheduled for 5 March.

• The victory in Milan means that Napoli defeated the top three in Serie A – Juventus, Lazio and Inter – between 21
January and 12 February.

• Dries Mertens got the only goal of the game in a 1-0 win at Cagliari on 16 February. The Belgian forward has now
scored 120 goals for Napoli and is only one behind the club's all-time top scorer Marek Hamšík.

• The victory at Cagliari was Napoli's first clean sheet in Serie A with Gattuso in charge and is their only shut-out in 13
league matches, although they are still to concede in the Coppa Italia this season after three matches.

• Eljif  Elmas and January signing Diego Demme both scored their first Napoli  goals in a 4-2 win at Sampdoria on 3
February.

• Napoli have won five of their last six away games in all competitions but have recorded only four victories in their last
12 home matches (D3 L5). The defeat of Juventus is their only success in eight Serie A matches at the Stadio San
Paolo (D2 L5).

•  Elseid  Hysaj  suffered a knee injury  in  the victory  at  Cagliari,  although he was an unused substitute  at  Brescia  on
Friday.

• Kévin Malcuit, who has been removed from Napoli's UEFA Champions League squad, is not expected to play again
this season after damaging knee ligaments during a 1-1 draw with SPAL on 27 October.

Barcelona
• UEFA Champions League squad changes
In: Sergio Akieme, Kike Saverio, Rey Manaj (Albacete)
Out: Carles Aleñá (Real Betis, loan), Carles Pérez (Roma, loan), Abel Ruiz (Braga, loan), Jean-Clair Todibo (Schalke,
loan), Moussa Wagué (Nice, loan)

• Barcelona drew three of their first four league games after Matchday 6, winning the other.

• The Blaugrana then lost 3-2 to Atlético Madrid in the Spanish Super Cup semi-final on 9 January, a game they had
led 2-1 with ten minutes left.

• That prompted the departure of coach Ernesto Valverde, Quique Setién taking over on 13 January.

• The new coach won his first two games but then suffered a 2-0 Liga loss at Valencia on 25 January.

• Barça have won their four league games since, eight different players scoring their 12 goals during that sequence.

• Saturday's 5-0 home win against Eibar took Barcelona to the top of the Liga, two points clear of Real Madrid who
lost 1-0 at Levante.

• Lionel Messi scored four times in the defeat of Eibar, ending a run of four league games without a goal. He is the top
scorer in this season's competition with 18 goals and has scored three or more goals in three matches.

• Having reached the last six Copa del Rey finals and won four of them, Barcelona were eliminated from this season's
competition at the quarter-final stage, going down 1-0 at Athletic Club on 6 February.

• Luis Suárez has not played since the Super Cup defeat to Atlético,  undergoing an operation on his knee which is
expected to rule him out for four months.

• Ousmane Dembélé has not played since sustaining a thigh injury on Matchday 5; he has undergone surgery and is
not expected to play again this season.

• Jordi Alba limped out of the 2-1 home victory against Getafe on 15 February with an adductor problem and missed
the win against Eibar.

• On 20 February Barcelona signed Martin Braithwaite from Leganés, the Danish forward agreeing a four-and-a-half
year deal at the Camp Nou; he is not eligible for their UEFA Champions League squad.

•  Barcelona  also  completed  moves  for  Francisco  Trincão  (Braga)  and  Matheus  Fernandes  (Palmeiras)  in  January;
both players will join their new club on 1 July.

Official UEFA Champions League Man of the Match award introduced
UEFA will  give out an official Man of the Match award after every UEFA Champions League knockout stage
game to recognise the top performers in Europe's top club competition. UEFA Technical Observers at each
UEFA Champions League game from the round of 16 on will decide who deserves the Man of the Match, with
an official award being handed to the successful players after full-time in recognition of their roles in decisive
moments, tactical maturity, creativity and inspiration, exceptional skill and fair play.
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-: Denotes player substituted +: Denotes player introduced
*: Denotes player sent off +/-: Denotes player introduced and substituted

Club competitions
UCL: UEFA Champions League
ECCC: European Champion Clubs' Cup
UEL: UEFA Europa League
UCUP: UEFA Cup
UCWC: UEFA Cup Winners' Cup
SCUP: UEFA Super Cup
UIC: UEFA Intertoto Cup
ICF: Inter-Cities Fairs Cup

National team competitions
EURO: UEFA European Football Championship
WC: FIFA World Cup
CONFCUP: FIFA Confederations Cup
FRIE: Friendly internationals
U21FRIE: Under-21 friendly internationals
U21: UEFA European Under-21 Championship
U17: UEFA Under-17 Championship
U16: UEFA European Under-16 Championship
U19: UEFA Under-19 Championship
U18: UEFA European Under-18 Championship
WWC: FIFA Women's World Cup
WEURO: UEFA European Women's Championship

F: Final GS: Group stage
GS1: First group stage GS2: Second group stage
3QR: Third qualifying round R1: First round
R2: Second round R3: Third round
R4: Fourth round PR: Preliminary round
SF: Semi-finals QF: Quarter-finals
R16: round of 16 QR: Qualifying round
R32: Round of 32 1QR: First qualifying round
1st: first leg 2QR: Second qualifying

round
2nd: second leg FT: Final tournament
PO: Play-off ELITE: Elite round
Rep: Replay 3rdPO: Third-place play-off
PO - FT: Play-off for Final
Tournament

GS-FT: Group stage – final
tournament

Competition stages
(aet): After extra time pens: Penalties
No.: Number og: Own goal
ag: Match decided on away
goals

P: Penalty
agg: Aggregate

Pld: Matches played AP: Appearances
Pos.: Position Comp.: Competition
Pts: Points D: Drawn
R: Sent off (straight red card) DoB: Date of birth
Res.: Result ET: Extra Time
sg: Match decided by silver
goal

GA: Goals against
t: Match decided by toss of a
coin

GF: Goals for W: Won
gg: Match decided by golden
goal

Y: Booked
L: Lost

Y/R: Sent off (two yellow
cards)

Nat.: Nationality
N/A: Not applicable

f: Match forfeited

Other abbreviations

Legend
ALL-TIME STATISTICS
The all-time record of the competing clubs in UEFA club competition.

UEFA club competition: These are the official statistics considered valid for communicating official records in UEFA
club competition defined as European Champion Clubs' Cup, UEFA Champions League, UEFA Europa League,
UEFA Cup Winner's Cup UEFA Super Cup, UEFA Intertoto Cup and European/South American Cup. Matches in the
Inter-Cities Fairs Cup and the 1972 Super Cup are not included as they were not held under UEFA auspices, while
the FIFA Club World Cup is excluded.

Match officials

UCL: Total matches officiated in the UEFA Champions League from 1992/93 season, group stage to final only.
Matches where the official has acted as the fourth official are not included in these statistics. These are the official
statistics considered valid for communicating official records.

UEFA: Total matches officiated in UEFA club competition including all qualifying round matches. Matches where the
official has acted as the fourth official are not included in these statistics. These are the official statistics considered
valid for communicating official records.

Competitions

Statistics
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Squad list
D: Disciplinary
*: Misses next match if booked
S: Suspended
UCLQ: Current season total UEFA Champions League appearances in the qualifying rounds and play-offs only
UCL: Current season total UEFA Champions League appearances from group stage onwards prior to current
matchday
UCL: Total appearances in the UEFA Champions League from 1992/93 season, group stage to final only
UEFA: All-time total appearances in UEFA club competition including qualifying
Disclaimer: Although UEFA has taken all reasonable care that the information contained within this document is
accurate at the time of publication, no representation or guarantee (including liability towards third parties), expressed
or implied, is made as to its accuracy, reliability or completeness. Therefore, UEFA assumes no liability for the use or
interpretation of information contained herein. More information can be found in the competition regulations available
on UEFA.com.
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