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Match background
Two of the great names in European football meet in Amsterdam on Matchday 1 as four-time winners Ajax welcome
Liverpool, who claimed their sixth European Cup two seasons ago.

• Ajax are in the group stage for the third season in a row but were unable to progress any further in 2019/20. Their
visitors – who claimed their first English league title in 30 years last season – are taking part in the UEFA Champions
League for the fourth successive campaign having had their trophy defence ended by Atlético de Madrid in the round
of 16 last season.

• While these Group D rivals have not met in almost 44 years, they were seconds away from facing off in the 2019
UEFA  Champions  League  final,  only  for  Ajax  to  be  denied  by  a  last-gasp  winner  for  Tottenham  –  who  Liverpool
subsequently defeated 2-0 in Madrid to lift the trophy.

Previous meetings
•  Surprisingly  given  their  prestigious  European  histories,  the  clubs  have  met  in  only  one  previous  UEFA  tie,  Ajax
recording a 7-3 aggregate win in the 1966/67 European Champion Clubs' Cup second round. The Dutch side were 5-1
winners in Amsterdam before a 2-2 draw at Anfield, Johan Cruyff scoring three goals across the tie including two in
England.

Form guide
Ajax
• Ajax are making their 16th appearance in the group stage, matching PSV Eindhoven's Dutch record. It is their third
straight  appearance  in  the  UEFA  Champions  League  proper,  and  the  first  time  they  have  gained  automatic
qualification since 2014/15.

•  Ajax  were  Dutch  champions  for  the  34th  time in  2018/19  –  their  first  league title  since  2014 –  and also  lifted  the
Dutch Cup to claim their eighth domestic double, and a first since 2002. No league title was awarded last season.

•  Ajax  have  qualified  from  their  UEFA  Champions  League  group  only  once  in  their  last  seven  appearances  in  the
competition.

• Having gone all the way from the second qualifying round to the semi-finals in 2018/19 – the first Dutch side to reach
the last four since PSV in 2004/05 – Ajax again came through two qualifying rounds to reach the 2019/20 group stage,
but  advanced no further after  finishing third in their  section behind Valencia and Chelsea.  Erik  ten Hag's team won
their  first  two  matches  and  picked  up  ten  points  (W3  D1  L2)  but  a  1-0  home  defeat  against  the  Spanish  side  on
Matchday 6 proved costly.

• Ajax's subsequent UEFA Europa League campaign also proved short-lived; they lost to Getafe in the round of 32 (0-
2 a, 2-1 h).

• The Amsterdam club won six of their 12 European matches in 2019/20 (D3 L3).

•  Ajax  faced  English  opposition  in  last  season's  group  stage,  losing  1-0  at  home  to  Chelsea  before  a  4-4  draw  in
London – a match in which they had led 4-1 and ended with nine men.

•  The  defeat  by  Chelsea  in  2019/20  made  it  two  successive  home  losses  for  Ajax  against  Premier  League  clubs
having gone down 3-2 to Tottenham in that 2018/19 semi-final second leg – bowing out on away goals having led 2-0
on the night and 3-0 on aggregate. A 3-1 defeat of Manchester City in the 2012/13 UEFA Champions League group
stage is Ajax's only win in their last seven matches at home to English clubs (D1 L5). The Amsterdammers had won
four of their first five home games with English clubs, drawing the other.

• Ajax also lost the 2016/17 UEFA Europa League final to English opposition, going down 2-0 to Manchester United in
Stockholm.

Liverpool
• Liverpool were champions of England for the 19th time in 2019/20, their first league title since 1990.

• The Reds are in the UEFA Champions League group stage for the 13th time; they have only failed to progress to the
last 16 or further three times.

• Jürgen Klopp's side finished top of Group E in 2019/20, recovering from losing their opening fixture 2-0 at Napoli to
advance  with  13  points  ahead  of  the  Italian  club,  who  also  drew  1-1  at  Anfield.  There  were  two  wins  against  both
Genk (4-1 a, 2-1 h) and Salzburg (4-3 h, 2-0 a), the latter success on Matchday 6 sealing progress.

• Liverpool had won their sixth European Cup in 2018/19, but their defence of the trophy came to a halt in the round of
16,  Atlético  winning  1-0  in  Spain  and,  after  extra  time,  3-2  at  Anfield.  The  latter  result  ended  Liverpool's  25-match
unbeaten  home run  in  Europe  (W18  D7),  since  a  3-0  loss  to  Real  Madrid  on  22  October  2014,  and  was  their  first
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aggregate defeat in 12 two-legged knockout ties.

• Liverpool have won nine of their last 15 European fixtures (D2 L4).

• This is Liverpool's first game against a Dutch club since 2010, when they shared two goalless draws with Utrecht in
the UEFA Europa League group stage.

• That defeat at Ajax in 1966, in what was Liverpool's first game against a Dutch club, remains the Reds' only defeat
by Eredivisie opponents. Their record since is W8 D5 – W3 D3 in the Netherlands.

Links and trivia
• Jürgen Klopp's Borussia Dortmund were 4-1 winners in Amsterdam during the 2012/13 UEFA Champions League
group stage; the German side had also beaten Ajax 1-0 at home.

• Have played in the Netherlands:
Virgil van Dijk (Groningen 2011–13)
Georginio Wijnaldum (Feyenoord 2007–11, PSV Eindhoven 2011–15)

• Have played in England:
Daley Blind (Manchester United 2014–18) 
Maarten Stekelenburg (Fulham 2013/14, Southampton 2015/16 loan, Everton 2016–20)
Davy Klaassen (Everton 2017/18)
Dušan Tadić (Southampton 2014–18)

• Have played together:
Dušan Tadić & Virgil van Dijk (Southampton 2015–17)
Maarten Stekelenburg & Virgil van Dijk (Southampton 2015/16)

• International team-mates:
Daley Blind, Quincy Promes & Virgil van Dijk, Georginio Wijnaldum (Netherlands)
David Neres & Fabinho, Alisson, Roberto Firmino (Brazil)

• Quincy Promes scored the Netherlands' third goal in a 3-1 extra-time defeat of England in the 2019 UEFA Nations
League semi-final; Jordan Henderson was a second-half substitute for England.

Latest news
Ajax
• Summer transfers 
In: Antony  (São  Paulo),  Davy  Klaassen  (Bremen),  Mohammed  Kudus  (Nordsjælland),  Sean  Klaiber  (Utrecht),
Maarten Stekelenburg (Everton), Jeppe Kjær (Horsens)*
*Not in UEFA Champions League squad
Out: Sergiño  Dest  (Barcelona),  Hakim  Ziyech  (Chelsea),  Benjamin  van  Leer  (Sparta  Rotterdam),  Nicolas  Kühn
(Bayern), Jasper ter Heide (Cambuur), Boy Kemper (Den Haag), Joël Veltman (Brighton), Sven Botman (LOSC Lille),
Dennis Johnsen (Venezia), Donny van de Beek (Manchester United), Kik Pierie (Twente, loan), Danilo (Twente, loan),
Răzvan Marin (Cagliari,  loan),  Lisandro Magallán (Crotone, loan),  Carel  Eiting (Huddersfield,  loan),  Noa Lang (Club
Brugge, loan)

• Maarten Stekelenburg (2000–11) and Davy Klaassen (2011–17) both rejoined Ajax this summer.

• Ajax's 100% start to the season came to an end with a 1-0 defeat at Groningen on 4 October. That was their fourth
match of the new Eredivisie campaign; in 2019/20, they were undefeated until their 16th fixture.

• The Amsterdammers had won their first three Eredivisie matches this season, scoring six goals and conceding only
one. They returned to winning ways on Sunday with a 5-1 home victory against Heerenveen.

• Having lost four of their last six matches in all competitions in 2019/20 (W2), Ajax have suffered five defeats in their
last 11 games, winning the other six.

• Klaassen was on target on Sunday, his first goal for Ajax since May 2017.

• Kudus missed the loss at Groningen through injury but returned against Heerenveen to score his first goal for Ajax.

• David Neres returned as a substitute on the opening day of the Eredivisie season, a 1-0 win at Sparta Rotterdam on
13  September,  having  not  played  since  suffering  a  knee  injury  on  Matchday  4  of  last  season's  UEFA  Champions
League, a 4-4 draw at Chelsea on 5 November 2019.

Liverpool
• Summer transfers 
In: Diogo Jota (Wolves), Thiago Alcántara (Bayern), Kostas Tsimikas (Olympiacos)
Out: Rhian  Brewster  (Sheffield  United),  Dejan  Lovren  (Zenit),  Adam Lallana  (Brighton),  Morgan Boyes  (Fleetwood,
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loan), Kai McKenzie-Lyle (Cambridge), Kamil Grabara (Aarhus, loan), Loris Karius (Union Berlin, loan), Marko Grujić
(Porto, loan)

• Roberto Firmino's next appearance in UEFA club competition will be his 50th.

•  The  Premier  League  champions  won  their  first  three  games  of  the  new  league  season  but  then  suffered  a
remarkable defeat in their fourth, losing 7-2 at Aston Villa on 4 October. It was the first time Liverpool had conceded
seven goals in a game since April 1963, in a 7-2 defeat to Tottenham Hotspur.

• Liverpool were also the first reigning English champions to concede seven goals in a league match since September
1953, when Arsenal lost 7-1 at Sunderland.

• Liverpool finished 18 points clear of Manchester City in last  season's Premier League and won 26 of their  first  27
matches; they did not suffer a first defeat until their 28th game, going down 3-0 at Watford on 29 February.

•  On  Saturday,  Liverpool  drew  2-2  at  Everton  in  the  Merseyside  derby,  meaning  they  have  gone  three  successive
games in all competitions without a win for the first time since September-October 2018.

•  Mohamed Salah scored Liverpool's  second goal  at  Everton,  his 100th for  the club on his 159th appearance. Only
Roger Hunt (144 games) and Jack Parkinson (153) have reached the mark for the Reds in fewer matches.

• Jürgen Klopp's side have conceded 16 goals in their eight games in all competitions this season, keeping only two
clean sheets.

• Liverpool have twice lost 5-4 on penalties to Arsenal this season; at Wembley in the Community Shield on 29 August
(after a 1-1 draw) and at Anfield in the last 16 of the English League Cup on 1 October (0-0).

• On 8 October, Andy Robertson captained Scotland as they beat Israel on penalties after a 0-0 draw in their UEFA
EURO 2020 play-off semi-final in Glasgow.

• Firmino scored twice as Brazil opened their 2022 FIFA World Cup qualifying campaign with a 5-0 home win against
Bolivia on 9 October. He also provided an assist in a 4-2 win in Peru four days later.

• Diogo Jota set up Portugal's first goal and scored the next two himself in a 3-0 UEFA Nations League win against
Sweden on 14 October.

•  Curtis  Jones  and  Rhys  Williams  made  their  England  Under-21  debuts  in  a  3-3  UEFA  European  Championship
qualifying draw in Andorra on 7 October.

• Virgil van Dijk had to be substituted early on at Everton and on Sunday it was announced he will undergo surgery on
damaged knee ligaments.

• Thiago also picked up a knee problem in a Richarlison challenge that led to the Everton forward's late red card.

• Alisson Becker has not played since suffering a shoulder injury in training on 3 October.

• Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain has been out since 26 July due to a knee injury.

• Summer signing Kostas Tsimikas made his debut in a 7-2 win at third-tier Lincoln in the English League Cup last 32
on 24 September, but picked up a knee injury and has not played since.

•  On 8 October Klopp celebrated five years at  Liverpool  manager;  his 60% win ratio at  that  stage is the best in the
club's history.
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-: Denotes player substituted +: Denotes player introduced
*: Denotes player sent off +/-: Denotes player introduced and substituted

Club competitions
UCL: UEFA Champions League
ECCC: European Champion Clubs' Cup
UEL: UEFA Europa League
UCUP: UEFA Cup
UCWC: UEFA Cup Winners' Cup
SCUP: UEFA Super Cup
UIC: UEFA Intertoto Cup
ICF: Inter-Cities Fairs Cup

National team competitions
EURO: UEFA European Football Championship
WC: FIFA World Cup
CONFCUP: FIFA Confederations Cup
FRIE: Friendly internationals
U21FRIE: Under-21 friendly internationals
U21: UEFA European Under-21 Championship
U17: UEFA Under-17 Championship
U16: UEFA European Under-16 Championship
U19: UEFA Under-19 Championship
U18: UEFA European Under-18 Championship
WWC: FIFA Women's World Cup
WEURO: UEFA European Women's Championship

F: Final GS: Group stage
GS1: First group stage GS2: Second group stage
3QR: Third qualifying round R1: First round
R2: Second round R3: Third round
R4: Fourth round PR: Preliminary round
SF: Semi-finals QF: Quarter-finals
R16: round of 16 QR: Qualifying round
R32: Round of 32 1QR: First qualifying round
1st: first leg 2QR: Second qualifying

round
2nd: second leg FT: Final tournament
PO: Play-off ELITE: Elite round
Rep: Replay 3rdPO: Third-place play-off
PO - FT: Play-off for Final
Tournament

GS-FT: Group stage – final
tournament

Competition stages
(aet): After extra time pens: Penalties
No.: Number og: Own goal
ag: Match decided on away
goals

P: Penalty
agg: Aggregate

Pld: Matches played AP: Appearances
Pos.: Position Comp.: Competition
Pts: Points D: Drawn
R: Sent off (straight red card) DoB: Date of birth
Res.: Result ET: Extra Time
sg: Match decided by silver
goal

GA: Goals against
t: Match decided by toss of a
coin

GF: Goals for W: Won
gg: Match decided by golden
goal

Y: Booked
L: Lost

Y/R: Sent off (two yellow
cards)

Nat.: Nationality
N/A: Not applicable

f: Match forfeited

Other abbreviations

Legend
ALL-TIME STATISTICS
The all-time record of the competing clubs in UEFA club competition.

UEFA club competition: These are the official statistics considered valid for communicating official records in UEFA
club competition defined as European Champion Clubs' Cup, UEFA Champions League, UEFA Europa League,
UEFA Cup Winner's Cup UEFA Super Cup, UEFA Intertoto Cup and European/South American Cup. Matches in the
Inter-Cities Fairs Cup and the 1972 Super Cup are not included as they were not held under UEFA auspices, while
the FIFA Club World Cup is excluded.

Match officials

UCL: Total matches officiated in the UEFA Champions League from 1992/93 season, group stage to final only.
Matches where the official has acted as the fourth official are not included in these statistics. These are the official
statistics considered valid for communicating official records.

UEFA: Total matches officiated in UEFA club competition including all qualifying round matches. Matches where the
official has acted as the fourth official are not included in these statistics. These are the official statistics considered
valid for communicating official records.

Competitions

Statistics
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Squad list
D: Disciplinary
*: Misses next match if booked
S: Suspended
UCLQ: Current season total UEFA Champions League appearances in the qualifying rounds and play-offs only
UCL: Current season total UEFA Champions League appearances from group stage onwards prior to current
matchday
UCL: Total appearances in the UEFA Champions League from 1992/93 season, group stage to final only
UEFA: All-time total appearances in UEFA club competition including qualifying
Disclaimer: Although UEFA has taken all reasonable care that the information contained within this document is
accurate at the time of publication, no representation or guarantee (including liability towards third parties), expressed
or implied, is made as to its accuracy, reliability or completeness. Therefore, UEFA assumes no liability for the use or
interpretation of information contained herein. More information can be found in the competition regulations available
on UEFA.com.
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