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Match background
Barcelona begin a new era in the UEFA Champions League with a first ever meeting against Ferencváros, who are in
the group stage for the first time in 25 years.

• The home side will be particularly aware of the need to begin Group G in positive fashion having bowed out of the
2019/20 competition by losing 8-2 to eventual champions Bayern München in the quarter-finals – their heaviest defeat
since 1951 and the first time they had conceded eight goals in a game since 1946. That prompted the return of one of
the club's former playing stars, Ronald Koeman, as coach during the summer break.

• Ferencváros,  meanwhile,  have come through four qualifying rounds to become the first  Hungarian side to make it
this far in the UEFA Champions League for 11 years.

Form guide
Barcelona
•  Second  in  the  Spanish  Liga  behind  Real  Madrid  last  season,  this  is  Barcelona's  25th  UEFA  Champions  League
campaign, a competition record they share with Madrid. They have reached the round of 16 or better for the last 16
seasons,  winning their  group every year  from 2007/08 onwards and a record 21 times in  all.  They are unbeaten in
their  last three group stage campaigns, and have come through their section undefeated a record 13 times. It  is 20
years since Barça last failed to finish in the top two of their UEFA Champions League group.

• In 2019/20, Barcelona picked up 14 points to finish four clear of Borussia Dortmund in their section. They picked up
seven points both home and away, beating Internazionale 2-1 twice, winning by the same score at Slavia Praha and
also defeating Dortmund 3-1 at the Camp Nou; they were held to goalless draws in Germany and at home by Slavia.

• Having replaced Ernesto Valverde with Quique Setién as coach, the Blaugrana then saw off Napoli in the round of
16 (1-1 a, 3-1 h), only to suffer their heaviest European loss in the quarter-finals in Lisbon as they went down 8-2 to
Bayern.

• That defeat was only Barcelona's third loss in their last 32 UEFA Champions League fixtures (W19 D10).

• Barcelona are unbeaten in 36 UEFA Champions League home matches, a run that started in September 2013 (W32
D4); the 5-1 defeat of Lyon in the 2018/19 round of 16 second leg eclipsed the previous competition record of 29 set
by Bayern between March 1998 and April 2002.

• Barcelona have appeared in 13 successive UEFA Champions League quarter-finals, a competition record. They last
failed to reach the last eight in 2006/07.

•  Barcelona  have  been  European  champions  on  five  occasions,  most  recently  in  2015.  Koeman,  who  succeeded
Setién as coach in August, scored the winner in their first final victory against Sampdoria in 1992.

• This is Barcelona's third game against Hungarian opposition, and a first since 1975. They won both those previous
encounters, defeating Vasas 3-1 at home and 1-0 away in the 1975/76 UEFA Cup third round.

Ferencváros
•  Having  claimed  their  31st  league  title  –  and  second  in  succession  –  in  2019/20,  Ferencváros  are  making  their
second appearance in the UEFA Champions League group stage, having featured in 1995/96.

• Twenty-five years ago the Hungarian club finished third in a section behind Ajax and Real Madrid, four of their five
points coming against Swiss club Grasshoppers – including their sole victory, a 3-0 away win.

• All of Ferencváros’s next five UEFA Champions League campaigns foundered in the qualifying phase, including in
2019/20  when  they  came  through  two  rounds  only  to  suffer  a  heavy  defeat  against  Dinamo  Zagreb  in  the  third
qualifying round (1-1 a, 0-4 h) – the second leg equalling their heaviest home European loss.

•  Ferencváros  went  on  to  defeat  Sūduva  of  Lithuania  in  the  UEFA  Europa  League  play-offs  (0-0  a,  4-2  h)  before
picking up seven points in the group stage to finish third in their section behind Espanyol and Ludogorets.

•  Serhiy  Rebrov's  team scored two or  more goals  in  each of  their  first  four  UEFA Champions League matches this
season, beating Swedish side Djurgården 2-0 at home in the first qualifying round before 2-1 successes at Celtic and
at home to Dinamo Zagreb. They drew 3-3 at Molde in the first leg of their play-off tie and went through on away goals
after a scoreless home draw in the return.

• The most successful of Fradi's 12 previous European Cup campaigns came in 1965/66, when they got as far as the
quarter-finals before losing to Internazionale.

• Ferencváros are the first Hungarian club to feature in the UEFA Champions League group stage since Debrecen in
2009/10 – only the country's second appearance after Ferencváros in 1995.
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•  Ferencváros  are  taking  on  Spanish  opposition  for  the  second  season  running,  having  drawn  both  games  against
Barcelona's city rivals Espanyol in last season's UEFA Europa League group stage (1-1 a, 2-2 h). That made it three
successive draws against Liga clubs since their previous trip to Spain, a 6-1 loss at Real Madrid on Matchday 3 of the
1995/96 UEFA Champions League. They drew 1-1 in the Budapest return.

• Four of Ferencváros's six games against Spanish side have ended in draws; they won only the first, 2-1 at home to
Athletic Club in the 1982/83 UEFA Cup first round.

Links and trivia
•  Lionel  Messi  made  his  international  debut  in  Hungary,  coming  on  as  a  second-half  substitute  in  Argentina's  2-1
friendly win in Budapest on 17 August 2005. It proved short-lived as within 90 seconds of his introduction, he was sent
off for violent conduct

• International team-mates:
Miralem Pjanić & Adnan Kovačević, Eldar Ćivić (Bosnia and Herzegovina)

Latest news
Barcelona
• Summer transfers
In: Miralem  Pjanić  (Juventus),  Trincão  (Braga),  Sergiño  Dest  (Ajax),  Pedri  (Las  Palmas),  Matheus  Fernandes
(Palmeiras)
Out: Arthur  Melo  (Juventus),  Ivan  Rakitić  (Sevilla),  Arturo  Vidal  (Inter),  Nélson  Semedo  (Wolves),  Luis  Suárez
(Atlético), Moussa Wagué (PAOK, loan), Marc Cucurella (Getafe), Chumi (Almería), Carles Pérez (Roma), Jean-Clair
Todibo (Benfica, loan), Juan Miranda (Real Betis, loan), Rafinha (Paris)

• Sergi Roberto's next appearance in UEFA club competition will be his 50th.

• Barcelona were beaten 1-0 at Getafe on Saturday, their first Liga defeat under new coach Ronald Koeman (W2 D1).

• Sergiño Dest became the first American to play for Barcelona when he made his debut as a subsitute in a 1-1 home
draw against Sevilla on 4 October.

• Ansu Fati has scored three goals in four Liga appearances this season.

•  Lionel  Messi  scored  a  penalty  winner  for  Argentina  in  their  1-0  2022  FIFA  World  Cup  qualifying  victory  against
Ecuador on 8 October.

• Antoine Griezmann scored in France's 7-1 friendly victory over Ukraine on 7 October and in the 2-1 UEFA Nations
league victory over Croatia seven days later.

• Philippe Coutinho was on target in in Brazil's 5-0 win against Bolivia in World Cup qualifying on 9 October.

• Pjanić came off injured in the first half of Bosnia and Herzegovina's 3-0 UEFA Nations League defeat in Poland on
14 October; he was an unused substitute at Getafe on Saturday.

• Marc-André ter Stegen has not played since the 8-2 UEFA Champions League quarter-final defeat to Bayern on 14
August due to a knee injury.

• Jordi Alba picked up a hamstring injury in Barça’s 1-1 draw with Sevilla on 4 October and has not played since.

• Samuel Umtiti has been out since June because of a knee problem.

Ferencváros
• Summer transfers
In: Roko  Baturina  (Dinamo  Zagreb),  Ádám  Bogdán  (free  agent),  Adnan  Kovačević  (Kielce),  Aïssa  Laïdouni
(Voluntari), Róbert Mak (free agent), Myrto Uzuni (Lokomotiva Zagreb), Oleksandr Zubkov (Shakhtar Donetsk)
Out: Lukács Bőle (released), Davide Lanzafame (Adana Demirspor), Leandro (retired), Kenneth Otigba (Vasas), Erik
Silye (Vasas), Mikalay Sihnevich (Khimki)

• The Green Eagles' first match of the season was a 1-1 draw at city rivals MTK Budapest on 14 August.

• Ferencváros are unbeaten in the league this season (W4 D1), winning 2-0 at Kisvárda on Friday.

• Furthermore, Ferencváros's record in all competitions in 2020/21 is W8 D3.

• Isael has three goals in his last two league games, as many as he managed in his previous 19 outings.

• Serhiy Rebrov's team have also progressed to the last 32 of the Hungarian Cup with a 6-1 victory at lower-league
Ráckeve on 19 September.

• Dávid Sigér and substitute Endre Botka helped Hungary to a 3-1 win in Bulgaria in the UEFA EURO 2020 play-off
semi-final on 8 October.
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• Only two members of the Ferencváros squad have ever played in the UEFA Champions League: Róbert Mak (two
appearances for Zenit  in 2019/20) and Oleksandr Zubkov (one for Shakhtar Donetsk in 2017/18).  All  three of those
appearances came as a substitute.
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-: Denotes player substituted +: Denotes player introduced
*: Denotes player sent off +/-: Denotes player introduced and substituted

Club competitions
UCL: UEFA Champions League
ECCC: European Champion Clubs' Cup
UEL: UEFA Europa League
UCUP: UEFA Cup
UCWC: UEFA Cup Winners' Cup
SCUP: UEFA Super Cup
UIC: UEFA Intertoto Cup
ICF: Inter-Cities Fairs Cup

National team competitions
EURO: UEFA European Football Championship
WC: FIFA World Cup
CONFCUP: FIFA Confederations Cup
FRIE: Friendly internationals
U21FRIE: Under-21 friendly internationals
U21: UEFA European Under-21 Championship
U17: UEFA Under-17 Championship
U16: UEFA European Under-16 Championship
U19: UEFA Under-19 Championship
U18: UEFA European Under-18 Championship
WWC: FIFA Women's World Cup
WEURO: UEFA European Women's Championship

F: Final GS: Group stage
GS1: First group stage GS2: Second group stage
3QR: Third qualifying round R1: First round
R2: Second round R3: Third round
R4: Fourth round PR: Preliminary round
SF: Semi-finals QF: Quarter-finals
R16: round of 16 QR: Qualifying round
R32: Round of 32 1QR: First qualifying round
1st: first leg 2QR: Second qualifying

round
2nd: second leg FT: Final tournament
PO: Play-off ELITE: Elite round
Rep: Replay 3rdPO: Third-place play-off
PO - FT: Play-off for Final
Tournament

GS-FT: Group stage – final
tournament

Competition stages
(aet): After extra time pens: Penalties
No.: Number og: Own goal
ag: Match decided on away
goals

P: Penalty
agg: Aggregate

Pld: Matches played AP: Appearances
Pos.: Position Comp.: Competition
Pts: Points D: Drawn
R: Sent off (straight red card) DoB: Date of birth
Res.: Result ET: Extra Time
sg: Match decided by silver
goal

GA: Goals against
t: Match decided by toss of a
coin

GF: Goals for W: Won
gg: Match decided by golden
goal

Y: Booked
L: Lost

Y/R: Sent off (two yellow
cards)

Nat.: Nationality
N/A: Not applicable

f: Match forfeited

Other abbreviations

Legend
ALL-TIME STATISTICS
The all-time record of the competing clubs in UEFA club competition.

UEFA club competition: These are the official statistics considered valid for communicating official records in UEFA
club competition defined as European Champion Clubs' Cup, UEFA Champions League, UEFA Europa League,
UEFA Cup Winner's Cup UEFA Super Cup, UEFA Intertoto Cup and European/South American Cup. Matches in the
Inter-Cities Fairs Cup and the 1972 Super Cup are not included as they were not held under UEFA auspices, while
the FIFA Club World Cup is excluded.

Match officials

UCL: Total matches officiated in the UEFA Champions League from 1992/93 season, group stage to final only.
Matches where the official has acted as the fourth official are not included in these statistics. These are the official
statistics considered valid for communicating official records.

UEFA: Total matches officiated in UEFA club competition including all qualifying round matches. Matches where the
official has acted as the fourth official are not included in these statistics. These are the official statistics considered
valid for communicating official records.

Competitions

Statistics
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Squad list
D: Disciplinary
*: Misses next match if booked
S: Suspended
UCLQ: Current season total UEFA Champions League appearances in the qualifying rounds and play-offs only
UCL: Current season total UEFA Champions League appearances from group stage onwards prior to current
matchday
UCL: Total appearances in the UEFA Champions League from 1992/93 season, group stage to final only
UEFA: All-time total appearances in UEFA club competition including qualifying
Disclaimer: Although UEFA has taken all reasonable care that the information contained within this document is
accurate at the time of publication, no representation or guarantee (including liability towards third parties), expressed
or implied, is made as to its accuracy, reliability or completeness. Therefore, UEFA assumes no liability for the use or
interpretation of information contained herein. More information can be found in the competition regulations available
on UEFA.com.
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