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Match background
Sheriff's Group D campaign has stalled after a memorable start, with Real Madrid – sensationally beaten by the UEFA
Champions  League group stage  debutants  in  Spain  –  having  taken  over  at  the  top  of  the  section  as  they  come to
Moldova for the first time.

• A 90th-minute Sébastien Thill goal gave Sheriff a 2-1 win at the Santiago Bernabéu on Matchday 2 in perhaps the
greatest  upset  in  UEFA  Champions  League  history,  Karim  Benzema's  65th-minute  penalty  having  cancelled  out
Jasurbek Yakhshiboev's opener for the visitors in the 25th minute.

• That  made  it  two  wins  from  two  for  Sheriff  after  their  opening  2-0  success  at  home  to  Shakhtar  Donetsk,  but
subsequent 3-1 defeats away and at home against Inter have dropped them to third place behind the Italian side and
Madrid.  The  Spanish  club,  1-0  winners  at  Inter  on  Matchday  1,  recovered  from  their  shock  against  Sheriff  to  beat
Shakhtar 5-0 away and 2-1 at home and go top of the table.

•  Madrid  will  go  through  if  they  beat  Sheriff.  They  will  be  confirmed  in  first  place  if  they  win  and  Inter  do  not  beat
Shakhtar at home in the group's other Matchday 5 encounter.

• Sheriff will go through if they beat Madrid and Inter lose to Shakhtar. They will be confirmed in third place and qualify
for the UEFA Europa League if they lose and Inter win.

Form guide
Sheriff
• Sheriff's success in coming through qualifying for the first time means Moldova are the 34th country to feature in the
group stage and the first newcomers since Azerbaijan, with Qarabağ, in 2017/18.

• Sheriff are the 146th team to appear in the group stage, and the only debutants in 2021/22.

•  Domestic  champions for  the 19th time – and sixth in succession – in 2020/21,  Sheriff  are also the only Moldovan
side to reach the UEFA Europa League group stage having appeared in 2009/10, 2010/11, 2013/14 and 2017/18.

•  The Tiraspol  club were unbeaten in their  eight  UEFA Champions League qualifying matches this season, winning
both  legs  against  both  Teuta  of  Albania  in  the  first  qualifying  round  (4-0  a,  1-0  h)  and  Alashkert  of  Armenia  in  the
second (1-0 a, 3-1 h). They were held 1-1 at Serbian side Crvena zvezda – the 1991 European champions – in the
first leg of their third qualifying round tie, but Danilo Arboleda's goal at the end of the first half at the Sheriff Stadion
proved enough to send the home side through.

• Sheriff then saw off group stage regulars Dinamo Zagreb in the play-offs, a 3-0 home win preceding a goalless draw
in Croatia.

•  Sheriff  were  beaten  5-3  on  penalties  by  Dundalk  after  a  1-1  home  draw  in  last  season's  one-off  UEFA  Europa
League third qualifying round tie. They had started the season in the UEFA Champions League, beating Fola Esch of
Luxembourg 2-0 at home in the first qualifying round before a 2-1 loss at Qarabağ in the next stage.

• Defeat at Inter on Matchday 3 therefore ended Sheriff's 11-match unbeaten European run (W8 D3).

• The Moldovan side had won five successive home European games, and were unbeaten in seven (W6 D1), since a
2-1 loss to Swedish side AIK in the 2019/20 UEFA Europa League third qualifying round first leg, before losing to Inter
last time out.

Real Madrid
• Madrid have finished second in their group three times in the last five seasons.

• Under Zinédine Zidane, Madrid finished first in their section in 2020/21, picking up six of their ten points against Inter
and sealing progress as group winners with a 2-0 home defeat of Borussia Mönchengladbach on Matchday 6.

•  Madrid  then  won  both  legs  against  Atalanta  in  the  round  of  16  (1-0  a,  3-1  h)  before  eliminating  Liverpool  in  the
quarter-finals (3-1 h, 0-0 a). They lost to eventual champions Chelsea in the semi-finals (1-1 h, 0-2 a).

• Zidane was replaced by Carlo Ancelotti in the summer, the Italian having guided Madrid to their tenth European Cup
in 2013/14.

• The Spanish side were second in the 2020/21 Liga, finishing two points behind neighbours Atlético.

• Madrid have won seven of their last 13 UEFA Champions League away games (D2 L4).

• Benzema's goal on Matchday 2 means he has matched the record of Lionel Messi in scoring in 17 successive UEFA
Champions League campaigns.

Links and trivia
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• Andriy Lunin played under Sheriff coach Yuriy Vernydub for Ukrainian side Zorya Luhansk in 2017/18.

•  Rodrygo  and  Gustavo  Dulanto  faced  each  other  in  two  2018  Copa  Libertadores  matches  as  Dulanto's  Real
Garcilaso took four points off Rodrygo's Santos in the group stage (2-0 h, 0-0 a).

• David Alaba was a late substitute in Austria's 2-0 win away to a Moldova side featuring Alexandr Belousov in 2022
FIFA World Cup qualifying in Chisinau on 1 September. The Madrid defender set up his team's second goal.

Latest news
Sheriff
•  No  Sheriff  player  had  featured  in  the  UEFA Champions  League,  group  stage  to  final,  before  this  season.  Fifteen
made  their  debuts  on  Matchday  1,  Keston  Julien  doing  likewise  on  Matchday  2  and  Dumitru  Celeadnic,  Serafim
Cojocari and Maxim Cojocaru making their first appearances at Inter on Matchday 3.

• Sheriff have played only 14 league games this season, three or four fewer than any other Moldovan club, due to their
participation in UEFA Champions League qualifying.

• A 2-0 win at league leaders Petrocub on 31 October took Sheriff to within three points of the top of the table.

• On 6 November Sheriff were 6-0 winners at home to Zimbru before Saturday's 3-1 victory at Floreşti that made it 29
goals scored and only one conceded in their last eight league fixtures, all of which were won.

•  Defeat  on  Matchday  3  ended  the  Tiraspol  team's  19-game  unbeaten  run  in  all  competitions  (W16  D3);  the  two
defeats by Inter are the only fixtures in their last 12 they have not won.

•  Having opened the Moldovan First  Division season with a 1-0 loss at  home to Bălți  – one of  only four defeats for
Sheriff this season in all competitions – the Tiraspol club have won 12 and drawn one of their subsequent 13 league
games, scoring 44 goals and conceding only four.

•  A 1-1 draw at  Zimbru on 19 September is  the only other league game this  season in which Sheriff  have dropped
points.

•  Abdul  Basit  Khalid,  who  is  not  in  the  UEFA  Champions  League  squad,  has  scored  in  Sheriff's  last  four  league
games.

•  Frank Castañeda,  who was Sheriff's  top league scorer  last  season with  28 goals,  has managed five in  13 league
appearances in 2021/22, level with Adama Traoré, who scored the first at Floreşti on Saturday. Nadre Dago, who is
not in the UEFA Champions League squad, Momo Yansané and Sébastien Thill all have four.

• Sheriff were 6-0 winners at home to Saxan in the Moldovan Cup round of 16 on 27 October.

•  Sheriff  lost  4-2  on  penalties  to  cup winners  Sfîntul  Gheorghe after  a  2-2  draw in  the  Moldovan Super  Cup on 26
June.

• Thill scored the final goal as Luxembourg won 3-1 in Azerbaijan in 2022 FIFA World Cup qualifying on 11 November.

• The 21-year-old Edmund Addo won his first senior cap for Ghana as a late substitute in their 1-1 qualifying draw in
Ethiopia the same day.

• Midfielder Moussa Kyabou is still out with an injury.

• Strikers Yansané and Jasurbek Yakhshiboev missed Saturday's 3-1 league win against Floreşti through injury.

• Henrique Luvannor returned to Sheriff in July after seven years in the UAE before leaving again in August, this time
for Saudi Arabian club Al-Taawoun. Luvannor scored four goals in this season's UEFA Champions League qualifying
rounds.

Real Madrid
• Gareth Bale has played 99 matches in UEFA club competition.

•  Madrid  were  4-1  winners  at  Granada  on  Sunday,  making  it  four  successive  victories  and  six  in  their  last  seven
matches (D1). Ferland Mendy scored his first league goal of the season and Nacho his second; Marco Asensio was
also  on  target,  his  fourth  Liga  strike  of  the  season  –  only  one  less  than  his  total  for  the  whole  of  2020/21  –  while
Vinícius Júnior got the other.

•  Vinícius  Júnior's  eight  goals  in  13  Liga  outings  in  2021/22  amount  to  a  career  best;  his  previous  two  campaigns
combined brought six goals in 64 matches. He has ten goals in all competitions this season, the first player born in the
21st century to hit double figures for the club in a single campaign.

•  Victory  at  home  to  city  rivals  Rayo  Vallecano  on  6  November  had  made  it  three  successive  2-1  wins  in  all
competitions for Carlo Ancelotti's side.

• Toni Kroos opened the scoring, his first Madrid goal since he found the net against Barcelona on 10 April.

3

FC Sheriff Tiraspol - Real Madrid CF Wednesday 24 November 2021 - 21.00CET (22.00 local time)
Match press kit Stadionul Sheriff, Tiraspol



• Karim Benzema also scored against Rayo and has six goals in his last five appearances for club and country. The
striker has 17 goals in his last 17 games for Madrid and France.

• Benzema struck twice as France sealed a place at the 2022 FIFA World Cup with an 8-0 win at home to Kazakhstan
on 13 November; three days later, he came off the bench to score in a 2-0 win in Finland, making it four successive
internationals in which he has found the net.

• Luka Modrić captained Croatia to a 1-0 home win against Russia on 14 November that clinched his country's World
Cup qualification at the visitors' expense.

• Luka Jović scored in Serbia's 4-0 friendly win against Qatar on 11 November and was a late substitute three days
later in the 2-1 win away to Portugal that qualified his country for next year's World Cup finals.

• Dani Carvajal played 90 minutes as Spain won 1-0 in Greece on 11 November, his first appearance for his country
since 3 September 2020.

• Dani Ceballos is yet to feature this season due to an ankle injury.

• Bale had been out with a hamstring injury since Wales's 0-0 draw at home to Estonia on 8 September but returned
to win his 100th cap in a 5-1 home win against Belarus on 13 November. However, he was withdrawn at half-time with
a  calf  strain  and  missed  the  subsequent  1-1  home  draw  with  Denmark  that  sealed  a  play-off  place  and  was  also
absent for Madrid on Sunday.

• Isco was a late substitute at the weekend, his first  appearance since 25 September due to a back problem. Eden
Hazard missed Madrid's win at Granada with gastroenteritis.

•  Federico  Valverde  came  on  as  a  substitute  in  Madrid's  2-1  win  at  Barcelona  on  24  October  but  then  had  to  be
replaced himself due to a knee injury and has not played since.

•  Benzema  and  Modrić  are  on  the  30-man  shortlist  for  the  Ballon  d'Or,  with  the  winner  to  be  announced  on  29
November.
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-: Denotes player substituted +: Denotes player introduced
*: Denotes player sent off +/-: Denotes player introduced and substituted

Club competitions
UCL: UEFA Champions League
ECCC: European Champion Clubs' Cup
UEL: UEFA Europa League
UCUP: UEFA Cup
UCWC: UEFA Cup Winners' Cup
SCUP: UEFA Super Cup
UIC: UEFA Intertoto Cup
ICF: Inter-Cities Fairs Cup

National team competitions
EURO: UEFA European Football Championship
WC: FIFA World Cup
CONFCUP: FIFA Confederations Cup
FRIE: Friendly internationals
U21FRIE: Under-21 friendly internationals
U21: UEFA European Under-21 Championship
U17: UEFA Under-17 Championship
U16: UEFA European Under-16 Championship
U19: UEFA Under-19 Championship
U18: UEFA European Under-18 Championship
WWC: FIFA Women's World Cup
WEURO: UEFA European Women's Championship

F: Final GS: Group stage
GS1: First group stage GS2: Second group stage
3QR: Third qualifying round R1: First round
R2: Second round R3: Third round
R4: Fourth round PR: Preliminary round
SF: Semi-finals QF: Quarter-finals
R16: round of 16 QR: Qualifying round
R32: Round of 32 1QR: First qualifying round
1st: first leg 2QR: Second qualifying

round
2nd: second leg FT: Final tournament
PO: Play-off ELITE: Elite round
Rep: Replay 3rdPO: Third-place play-off
PO - FT: Play-off for Final
Tournament

GS-FT: Group stage – final
tournament

Competition stages
(aet): After extra time pens: Penalties
No.: Number og: Own goal
ag: Match decided on away
goals

P: Penalty
agg: Aggregate

Pld: Matches played AP: Appearances
Pos.: Position Comp.: Competition
Pts: Points D: Drawn
R: Sent off (straight red card) DoB: Date of birth
Res.: Result ET: Extra Time
sg: Match decided by silver
goal

GA: Goals against
t: Match decided by toss of a
coin

GF: Goals for W: Won
gg: Match decided by golden
goal

Y: Booked
L: Lost

Y/R: Sent off (two yellow
cards)

Nat.: Nationality
N/A: Not applicable

f: Match forfeited

Other abbreviations

Legend
ALL-TIME STATISTICS
The all-time record of the competing clubs in UEFA club competition.

UEFA club competition: These are the official statistics considered valid for communicating official records in UEFA
club competition defined as European Champion Clubs' Cup, UEFA Champions League, UEFA Europa League,
UEFA Cup Winner's Cup UEFA Super Cup, UEFA Intertoto Cup and European/South American Cup. Matches in the
Inter-Cities Fairs Cup and the 1972 Super Cup are not included as they were not held under UEFA auspices, while
the FIFA Club World Cup is excluded.

Match officials

UCL: Total matches officiated in the UEFA Champions League from 1992/93 season, group stage to final only.
Matches where the official has acted as the fourth official are not included in these statistics. These are the official
statistics considered valid for communicating official records.

UEFA: Total matches officiated in UEFA club competition including all qualifying round matches. Matches where the
official has acted as the fourth official are not included in these statistics. These are the official statistics considered
valid for communicating official records.

Competitions

Statistics
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Squad list
D: Disciplinary
*: Misses next match if booked
S: Suspended
UCLQ: Current season total UEFA Champions League appearances in the qualifying rounds and play-offs only
UCL: Current season total UEFA Champions League appearances from group stage onwards prior to current
matchday
UCL: Total appearances in the UEFA Champions League from 1992/93 season, group stage to final only
UEFA: All-time total appearances in UEFA club competition including qualifying
Disclaimer: Although UEFA has taken all reasonable care that the information contained within this document is
accurate at the time of publication, no representation or guarantee (including liability towards third parties), expressed
or implied, is made as to its accuracy, reliability or completeness. Therefore, UEFA assumes no liability for the use or
interpretation of information contained herein. More information can be found in the competition regulations available
on UEFA.com.
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