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Match background
Something  has  to  give  on  Matchday  3  as  Ajax  and  Borussia  Dortmund,  who  both  have  maximum  points  from  two
games in Group C, meet in Amsterdam.

•  Ajax  followed their  5-1  win  at  Sporting  CP,  in  which  Sébastien  Haller  scored  four  of  their  goals,  with  a  2-0  home
victory against Beşiktaş, Haller again finding the net to establish himself as the top scorer in the 2021/22 group stage.
Dortmund, meanwhile, were 2-1 winners in Turkey before a 1-0 home success against Sporting.

Previous meetings
•  The  teams  last  met  in  the  2012/13  UEFA  Champions  League  group  stage,  when  a  Robert  Lewandowski  goal
secured a 1-0 home win in Dortmund on Matchday 1. The Pole also scored twice in a 4-1 victory in Amsterdam on
Matchday  5,  after  Marco  Reus  (8)  and  Mario  Götze  (36)  had  found  the  net,  Danny  Hoesen  scoring  a  late  Ajax
consolation.

• Those six points helped eventual finalists Dortmund finish top of Group D on 14 points, ten more than third-placed
Ajax.

• That was a reversal of the sides' 1995/96 UEFA Champions League quarter-final. Goals from Edgar Davids (8) and
Patrick Kluivert (83) earned holders Ajax a 2-0 first-leg win in Dortmund before Kiki Musampa scored the only goal for
Ajax in the Amsterdam return. The Dutch club went on to reach another final, losing on penalties to Juventus in Rome.

Form guide
Ajax
• Ajax are making their 17th appearance in the group stage, setting a new Dutch record – they were previously level
with  PSV  Eindhoven  on  16.  It  is  their  fourth  straight  appearance  in  the  UEFA  Champions  League  proper,  and  the
second season running they have gained automatic qualification having not previously achieved it since 2014/15.

• Ajax were Dutch champions for the 35th time in 2020/21 – their second league championship in a row having also
triumphed in 2018/19 with no title awarded in 2019/20 – and also lifted the Dutch Cup to claim their  ninth domestic
double.

•  Ajax  have  qualified  from  their  UEFA  Champions  League  group  only  once  in  their  last  eight  appearances  in  the
competition, reaching the semi-finals in 2018/19.

•  The Amsterdam club were third in their  section for  the second year running in 2020/21, finishing behind Liverpool
and Atalanta in Group D with six of their seven points coming from their two games against Danish side Midtjylland (2-
1 a, 3-1 h). The other one came from a 2-2 draw at Atalanta on Matchday 2, a game in which they had led 2-0.

• Ajax subsequently moved into the UEFA Europa League, beating LOSC Lille 2-1 away and at home in the round of
32 before easing past Young Boys in the last 16 (3-0 h, 2-0 a) only to be eliminated in the quarter-finals by Roma (1-2
h, 1-1 a).

•  Erik  ten  Hag's  side  have  won  five  of  their  last  ten  European  matches  in  Amsterdam,  losing  the  other  five.  The
Matchday  2  defeat  of Beşiktaş was  only  their  third  victory  in  their  last  11  home  games  in  the  UEFA  Champions
League proper (D2 L6).

•  Haller's  haul  at  Sporting  on  Matchday  1  made  him  the  first  player  to  score  four  goals  on  his  UEFA  Champions
League  debut  since  former  Ajax  striker  Marco  van  Basten  achieved  the  feat  for  AC Milan  against  IFK  Göteborg  in
1992.  His  goal  on  Matchday  2  meant  he  was  the  first  player  to  score  five  times  in  his  first  two  UEFA  Champions
League appearances.

• Ajax have won 14 of their 17 home games against German clubs although they drew the last, 3-3 against Bayern
München on Matchday 6 of the 2018/19 UEFA Champions League. That 2012 defeat by Dortmund is their sole loss.

• A 2-0 win at home to Schalke in the 2016/17 UEFA Europa League quarter-final first leg is Ajax's sole success in
their last six matches with Bundesliga sides, home and away (D2 L3).

Dortmund
• Dortmund boasted the top scorer in the 2020/21 UEFA Champions League, Erling Haaland scoring ten goals in his
eight  appearances,  all  in  his  first  six  games.  The  Norwegian  was  also  on  target  in  this  season's  opening  win  at
Beşiktaş before sitting out Matchday 2.

• In 2020/21 BVB finished first in Group F ahead of Lazio, Club Brugge and Zenit with four wins and 13 points. They
then edged out Sevilla in the round of 16 (3-2 a, 2-2 h), Haaland scoring four of their five goals, but lost 2-1 away and
at home against eventual runners-up Manchester City in the quarter-finals.

• Third in the Bundesliga behind Bayern München and Leipzig in 2020/21, and winners of the German Cup for the fifth
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time with a 4-1 defeat of Leipzig in the final, this is Dortmund's 16th UEFA Champions League campaign; they were
winners in 1997, and runners-up in 2013. BVB have now reached the round of 16 or better in seven of their last eight
participations.

•  Having  parted  company  with  Lucien  Favre  in  December  2020,  Dortmund's  knockout  games  last  season  were
overseen by Edin Terzić; Marco Rose joined as coach from Borussia Mönchengladbach in July.

•  The win at  Beşiktaş on Matchday 1 was only Dortmund's seventh victory in their  last  22 European away matches
(D4 L11), although all of those wins have come in their last 14 (L7).

• Those 2012 contests with Ajax are Dortmund's last against a Dutch club, giving them the record W3 D3 L3. They
have won their last two games in the Netherlands, also beating PSV Eindhoven 3-1 in the 2002/03 UEFA Champions
League first group stage.

• The 1996 loss at Ajax is BVB's sole defeat away to a Dutch side (W2 D1) although they also lost 3-2 to Feyenoord in
the 2002 UEFA Cup final in Rotterdam.

Links and trivia
• Dortmund's Dutch striker Donyell Malen began his career at the Ajax academy before establishing himself at senior
level with PSV Eindhoven, for whom he scored 55 goals in 116 appearances between 2018 and 2021.

• Have played in Germany:
Davy Klaassen (Werder Bremen 2018–20)
Sebastien Haller (Eintracht Frankfurt 2017–19)

• Has also played in the Netherlands: 
Felix Passlack (Fortuna Sittard 2019/20 loan)

• Have played together:
Sebastien Haller & Marius Wolf (Eintracht Frankfurt 2017/18)

•  Haller's  penalty  helped Eintracht  come from two down to draw 2-2 at  home to Dortmund in the Bundesliga on 21
October 2017, Wolf getting the equaliser. He was also on target in Eintracht's 3-1 loss at BVB on 14 September 2018,
Wolf scoring Dortmund's second goal.

• International team-mates:
Jurriën Timber, Daley Blind, Devyne Rensch, Davy Klaassen, Ryan Gravenberch, Steven Berghuis & Donyell Malen
(Netherlands)
Antony & Reinier (Brazil Under-23s)

• Antony and Reinier were in the Brazil side that won the gold medal at this summer's Olympic Games in Tokyo.

• Ajax coach Ten Hag was in charge of Bayern München's second team between 2013 and 2015.

Latest news
Ajax
• Matchday 2 was Daley Blind's 50th UEFA Champions League appearance, group stage to final.

• Ajax lost their unbeaten record in the Eredivisie when they went down 1-0 at home to Utrecht on 3 October, ending
their 15-match unbeaten league run in Amsterdam (W13 D2).

• Ajax got back to winning ways on Saturday, Dušan Tadić setting up goals for Sébastien Haller and David Neres – his
third in four Eredivisie games – in a 2-0 victory at Heerenveen.

• Haller is Ajax's top scorer this season with 11 goals in all competitions.

• Ajax have already scored 32 times in nine league matches in 2021/22; they have hit five in three games and also
beat Cambuur 9-0 in Amsterdam on 18 September.

• That 9-0 win equalled Ajax's largest ever home victory at the Johan Cruijff ArenA; they beat Sparta Rotterdam by the
same scoreline on 18 March 2001.

• Eight different players scored against Cambuur, also equalling an Eredivisie record.

• Davy Klaassen scored the only goal of the match in the Netherlands' 2022 FIFA World Cup qualifying match away to
Latvia on 8 October.

• Tadić converted a penalty to complete the scoring in Serbia's 3-1 win at home to Azerbaijan in a World Cup qualifier
on 12 October.

• Mohammed Kudus opened the scoring as Ghana beat Zimbabwe 3-1 on 9 October, also in World Cup qualifying.

• Sean Klaiber ruptured the cruciate ligaments in his left knee during Ajax's training camp at the end of July.
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• Maarten Stekelenburg is expected to miss the rest of the season after undergoing surgery on a hip injury.

• Erik ten Hag's side lost 4-0 to PSV Eindhoven in the Johan Cruyff Schaal on 8 August, the joint heaviest defeat in
the competition's history.

Dortmund
• Emre Can's next appearance in UEFA club competition will be his 50th.

• BVB have won their last thee matches, following up the success against Sporting on Matchday 2 with a 2-1 win at
home to Augsburg on 2 October before a 3-1 home success against Mainz on Saturday.

• The weekend victory made Marco Rose the first Dortmund coach to win his first five home Bundesliga matches.

•  Dortmund  had  won  four  successive  competitive  games,  before  going  down  1-0  at  Rose's  former  side  Borussia
Mönchengladbach on 25 September, the only one of their last eight games they have failed to win.

• Dortmund will be at home to 2. Bundesliga side Ingolstadt in the German Cup second round on 26 October.

• Donyell Malen, who scored his first goal for Dortmund against Sporting, was also on target for the Netherlands in a
6-0 win against Gibraltar in 2022 FIFA World Cup qualifying on 11 October.

•  A  thigh  injury  meant  Erling  Haaland  missed  three  successive  Dortmund  games  and  also  sat  out  the  international
break. The Norway striker returned to score twice on Saturday, making it  nine goals in six league games and 13 in
nine matches in all competitions for Dortmund this season.

• Haaland now has 49 goals in 49 league appearances for Dortmund, and 70 in 68 games for the club.

•  Due  to  adductors  problems  Manuel  Akanji  had  to  be  substituted  in  Switzerland's  2-0  World  Cup  qualifying  win
against Northern Ireland on 9 October and missed the 4-0 victory in Lithuania three days later, although he played 90
minutes for Dortmund on Saturday.

•  Thorgan Hazard (ankle) and Thomas Meunier (knee, toe) both sat out Belgium's two games in the UEFA Nations
League finals but both featured for Dortmund against Mainz, Hazard as a substitute.

•  Raphaël  Guerreiro  (Portugal)  and  Youssoufa  Moukoko  (Germany  U21s)  were  also  sidelined  by  muscular  injuries
during  the  international  break  while  Mahmoud  Dahoud  (Germany)  and  Gregor  Kobel  (Switzerland)  missed  their
countries' games with knee problems; only Kobel was involved for Dortmund at the weekend, playing 90 minutes.

•  Julian  Brandt,  who  had  been  out  since  15  September  because  of  a  muscle  injury,  returned  as  a  late  substitute
against Sporting and played 90 minutes against Augsburg, scoring the winning goal.

• Giovanni Reyna has not played since 2 September due to a thigh injury.

• Can came on as a substitute against Augsburg, his first Dortmund appearance since 21 August due to a thigh injury,
and started against Mainz.

•  Dan-Axel  Zagadou,  who has been sidelined since the end of  March,  returned to  team training in  the international
break after knee surgery.

• Mateu Morey, who has been left  out of Dortmund's UEFA Champions League squad, is facing a long spell  on the
sidelines having suffered a knee injury on 1 May.

• Haaland is on the 30-man shortlist for the Ballon d'Or, with the winner to be announced on 29 November.

4

AFC Ajax - Borussia Dortmund Tuesday 19 October 2021 - 21.00CET (21.00 local time)
Match press kit Johan Cruijff ArenA, Amsterdam



-: Denotes player substituted +: Denotes player introduced
*: Denotes player sent off +/-: Denotes player introduced and substituted

Club competitions
UCL: UEFA Champions League
ECCC: European Champion Clubs' Cup
UEL: UEFA Europa League
UCUP: UEFA Cup
UCWC: UEFA Cup Winners' Cup
SCUP: UEFA Super Cup
UIC: UEFA Intertoto Cup
ICF: Inter-Cities Fairs Cup

National team competitions
EURO: UEFA European Football Championship
WC: FIFA World Cup
CONFCUP: FIFA Confederations Cup
FRIE: Friendly internationals
U21FRIE: Under-21 friendly internationals
U21: UEFA European Under-21 Championship
U17: UEFA Under-17 Championship
U16: UEFA European Under-16 Championship
U19: UEFA Under-19 Championship
U18: UEFA European Under-18 Championship
WWC: FIFA Women's World Cup
WEURO: UEFA European Women's Championship

F: Final GS: Group stage
GS1: First group stage GS2: Second group stage
3QR: Third qualifying round R1: First round
R2: Second round R3: Third round
R4: Fourth round PR: Preliminary round
SF: Semi-finals QF: Quarter-finals
R16: round of 16 QR: Qualifying round
R32: Round of 32 1QR: First qualifying round
1st: first leg 2QR: Second qualifying

round
2nd: second leg FT: Final tournament
PO: Play-off ELITE: Elite round
Rep: Replay 3rdPO: Third-place play-off
PO - FT: Play-off for Final
Tournament

GS-FT: Group stage – final
tournament

Competition stages
(aet): After extra time pens: Penalties
No.: Number og: Own goal
ag: Match decided on away
goals

P: Penalty
agg: Aggregate

Pld: Matches played AP: Appearances
Pos.: Position Comp.: Competition
Pts: Points D: Drawn
R: Sent off (straight red card) DoB: Date of birth
Res.: Result ET: Extra Time
sg: Match decided by silver
goal

GA: Goals against
t: Match decided by toss of a
coin

GF: Goals for W: Won
gg: Match decided by golden
goal

Y: Booked
L: Lost

Y/R: Sent off (two yellow
cards)

Nat.: Nationality
N/A: Not applicable

f: Match forfeited

Other abbreviations

Legend
ALL-TIME STATISTICS
The all-time record of the competing clubs in UEFA club competition.

UEFA club competition: These are the official statistics considered valid for communicating official records in UEFA
club competition defined as European Champion Clubs' Cup, UEFA Champions League, UEFA Europa League,
UEFA Cup Winner's Cup UEFA Super Cup, UEFA Intertoto Cup and European/South American Cup. Matches in the
Inter-Cities Fairs Cup and the 1972 Super Cup are not included as they were not held under UEFA auspices, while
the FIFA Club World Cup is excluded.

Match officials

UCL: Total matches officiated in the UEFA Champions League from 1992/93 season, group stage to final only.
Matches where the official has acted as the fourth official are not included in these statistics. These are the official
statistics considered valid for communicating official records.

UEFA: Total matches officiated in UEFA club competition including all qualifying round matches. Matches where the
official has acted as the fourth official are not included in these statistics. These are the official statistics considered
valid for communicating official records.

Competitions

Statistics
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Squad list
D: Disciplinary
*: Misses next match if booked
S: Suspended
UCLQ: Current season total UEFA Champions League appearances in the qualifying rounds and play-offs only
UCL: Current season total UEFA Champions League appearances from group stage onwards prior to current
matchday
UCL: Total appearances in the UEFA Champions League from 1992/93 season, group stage to final only
UEFA: All-time total appearances in UEFA club competition including qualifying
Disclaimer: Although UEFA has taken all reasonable care that the information contained within this document is
accurate at the time of publication, no representation or guarantee (including liability towards third parties), expressed
or implied, is made as to its accuracy, reliability or completeness. Therefore, UEFA assumes no liability for the use or
interpretation of information contained herein. More information can be found in the competition regulations available
on UEFA.com.
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