
UEFA EUROPA LEAGUE - 2018/19 SEASON
MATCH PRESS KITS

Olympiacos FC

Stadio Georgios Karaiskakis -
Piraeus

Thursday 13 December 2018
21.00CET (22.00 local time)

Group F - Matchday 6
AC Milan

Last updated 12/12/2018 03:11CET

1

Match background 2
Legend 4

http://www.fedex.com/gb/about/sports-sponsorship/uel/?CMP=BAC-1002787-38-1-952-1000000-EU-GB-EN-UELSRPDESKMOBSA
http://www.theheinekencompany.com/brands/amstel
https://www.kia.com/
https://www.enterprise.co.uk/en/about/sponsorships/uefa.html?icid=header.learn.sponsorships-_-uefa.landing-_-ENGB.NULL
http://www.hankooktire.com/uk/?utm_source=UEL_0617_BL_UK=utm_medium=Button_Logo=utm_campaign=UEL


Match background
Group F has a final-day showdown to savour as European heavyweights Olympiacos and AC Milan face off in Piraeus
knowing  that  only  one  of  them  can  progress  to  the  UEFA  Europa  League's  knockout  phase  alongside  already-
qualified table-toppers Real Betis.

•  Olympiacos  have  seven  points  from  their  five  matches,  three  adrift  of  Milan,  and  will  leapfrog  their  visitors  into
second place on the head-to-head rule if they beat them 2-0, 3-1 or by a margin of three goals or more.

• Milan, who overcame a scare against group stage debutants Dudelange at San Siro last time out, scoring four times
in the last 25 minutes to win 5-2, will  be through with a draw, or if they lose by a one-goal margin (or by a two-goal
margin other than 2-0 and 3-1). They will finish first if they win and Betis do not do likewise at Dudelange.

Previous meetings
•  The clubs ended a 59-year  wait  to  lock horns in  UEFA competition when they met  at  San Siro on matchday two,
Olympiacos leading for over half the contest through Miguel Ángel Guerrero's early strike before Milan scored three
goals between the 70th and 79th minutes, the first and last from Patrick Cutrone, to turn the game on its head and win
3-1.

•  The  only  other  time  the  clubs  were  paired  together  was  in  a  preliminary  round  contest  in  the  1959/60  European
Champion Clubs' Cup – Olympiacos's very first European tie. Milan drew the first leg 2-2 in Greece before winning 3-1
at home.

• Olympiacos have just three victories to their name in 12 UEFA encounters at home to Italian opposition and have
lost five of the last eight (W1 D2).

• Milan, though, have never won in Greece (D4 L1), their most recent visit a goalless stalemate against AEK Athens in
last season's UEFA Europa League group stage.

Form guide
Olympiacos
•  Last  season  Olympiacos  surrendered  the  Greek  Superleague  title  they  had  won  in  each  of  the  previous  seven
campaigns,  finishing  third  behind  AEK  Athens  and  PAOK  and  thus  ending  up  in  the  UEFA  Europa  League  third
qualifying round, where they handsomely defeated Luzern (4-0 home, 3-1 away) before seeing off Burnley in the play-
offs (3-1 home, 1-1 away).

• Although Olympiacos have been involved in the knockout phase of the UEFA Europa League on five occasions, this
is only the second season in which they have participated in the group stage, their previous effort in 2016/17 having
brought two wins, two draws and two defeats and qualification for the next round only on the head-to-head rule.

• Outside the qualifying phase the Piraeus club have won just two of their last 11 UEFA Europa League home fixtures
(D5 L4).  They have also won only one of  their  last  six  home group games in the UEFA Champions League, losing
four.

Milan
• A sixth-placed finish in Serie A last term earned Milan an automatic UEFA Europa League group stage berth. They
also reached the final of the Coppa Italia, where they were beaten 4-0 by champions Juventus.

•  The Rossoneri  ended a three-season absence from Europe last  term by playing 14 matches in the UEFA Europa
League, going from the third qualifying round to the last  16,  where they lost  home and away to Arsenal.  It  was the
club's debut in this competition,  their  previous five European participations from 2009/10 to 2013/14 having been in
the UEFA Champions League – all of which extended into the knockout phase.

• Milan's away record in the UEFA Europa League, qualifying phase included, is W5 D2 L2. In the group stage it is W2
D2 L1, the one defeat coming on matchday six last season – 0-2 at Rijeka.

Links and trivia 
•  Olympiacos players Lazaros Christodoulopoulos, Vasilis Torosidis,  Giannis Fetfatzidis and Guilherme have all  had
spells in Serie A. Torosidis was a team-mate of Milan centre-back Alessio Romagnoli at Roma from 2012 to 2014.

• Christodoulopoulos faced Milan last season in the UEFA Europa League group stage, helping AEK Athens to two 0-
0 draws.

•  Milan  coach  Gennaro  Gattuso  spent  the  first  six  months  of  2014/15  at  the  helm  of  OFI  Crete  in  the  Greek
Superleague.

The coaches
• Pedro Martins was named Olympiacos coach in April  2018, becoming the club's fifth Portuguese boss in six years
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after  Leonardo  Jardim,  Vítor  Pereira,  Marco  Silva  and  Paulo  Bento.  He  had  not  previously  worked  outside  his
homeland,  his  last  three  spells  in  the  dugout  before  the  move  to  Greece  having  brought  UEFA  Europa  League
qualification  for  Marítimo,  Rio  Ave  and  Vitória  Guimarães.  A  holding  midfielder,  he  was  capped  once  by  Portugal
during a three-year spell with Sporting CP from 1995–98.

• Gattuso replaced Vincenzo Montella as Milan coach on 27 November 2017, earning promotion from the youth team.
A legendary Rossoneri  midfielder of grit  and endeavour who played for the club from 1999 to 2012, racking up 468
appearances in all competitions, he won both Serie A and the UEFA Champions League twice and also lifted the FIFA
World Cup with Italy in 2006. He led Milan to a sixth-place Serie A finish in 2017/18.
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-: Denotes player substituted +: Denotes player introduced
*: Denotes player sent off +/-: Denotes player introduced and substituted

Club competitions
UCL: UEFA Champions League
ECCC: European Champion Clubs' Cup
UEL: UEFA Europa League
UCUP: UEFA Cup
UCWC: UEFA Cup Winners' Cup
SCUP: UEFA Super Cup
UIC: UEFA Intertoto Cup
ICF: Inter-Cities Fairs Cup

National team competitions
EURO: UEFA European Football Championship
WC: FIFA World Cup
CONFCUP: FIFA Confederations Cup
FRIE: Friendly internationals
U21FRIE: Under-21 friendly internationals
U21: UEFA European Under-21 Championship
U17: UEFA Under-17 Championship
U16: UEFA European Under-16 Championship
U19: UEFA Under-19 Championship
U18: UEFA European Under-18 Championship
WWC: FIFA Women's World Cup
WEURO: UEFA European Women's Championship

F: Final GS: Group stage
GS1: First group stage GS2: Second group stage
3QR: Third qualifying round R1: First round
R2: Second round R3: Third round
R4: Fourth round PR: Preliminary round
SF: Semi-finals QF: Quarter-finals
R16: round of 16 QR: Qualifying round
R32: Round of 32 1QR: First qualifying round
1st: first leg 2QR: Second qualifying

round
2nd: second leg FT: Final tournament
PO: Play-off ELITE: Elite round
Rep: Replay 3rdPO: Third-place play-off
PO - FT: Play-off for Final
Tournament

GS-FT: Group stage – final
tournament

Competition stages
(aet): After extra time pens: Penalties
No.: Number og: Own goal
ag: Match decided on away
goals

P: Penalty
agg: Aggregate

Pld: Matches played AP: Appearances
Pos.: Position Comp.: Competition
Pts: Points D: Drawn
R: Sent off (straight red card) DoB: Date of birth
Res.: Result ET: Extra Time
sg: Match decided by silver
goal

GA: Goals against
t: Match decided by toss of a
coin

GF: Goals for W: Won
gg: Match decided by golden
goal

Y: Booked
L: Lost

Y/R: Sent off (two yellow
cards)

Nat.: Nationality
N/A: Not applicable

f: Match forfeited

Other abbreviations

Legend
Competitions

Statistics

Squad list
D: Disciplinary
*: Misses next match if booked
S: Suspended
QUAL: All UEFA qualifiers
UEL: Current season total UEFA Europa League appearances from the group stage onwards prior to the current
matchday
UEL: Total appearances in the UEFA Europa League, group stage to final only
UEFA: All-time total appearances in UEFA club competition including qualifying
Disclaimer: Although UEFA has taken all reasonable care that the information contained within this document is
accurate at the time of publication, no representation or guarantee (including liability towards third parties), expressed
or implied, is made as to its accuracy, reliability or completeness. Therefore, UEFA assumes no liability for the use or
interpretation of information contained herein. More information can be found in the competition regulations available
on UEFA.com.
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