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Match background
Fenerbahçe and Zenit kick off the round of 32 with an intriguing first leg in Istanbul,  the Turkish club resuming their
European  campaign  under  a  new  coach  with  a  first  ever  fixture  against  Zenit,  the  winter  leaders  of  the  Russian
Premier League.

•  Fenerbahçe's  autumn  struggles  in  the  Turkish  Süper  Lig  were  counterbalanced  by  the  extension  of  their  UEFA
Europa  League  journey  into  the  spring,  although  they  finished  with  eight  points,  the  lowest  total  of  any  of  the  24
qualified teams and six points behind section winners Dinamo Zagreb. Like the Turkish club, Zenit sealed their round
of 32 berth with a match to spare, nine of the 11 points that enabled them to top Group C being registered at home.

Previous meetings
• Fenerbahçe are unbeaten in Istanbul against Russian visitors (W2 D2). This is the third UEFA Europa League round
of  32  in  a  row  that  they  have  been  drawn  against  Russian  opposition;  they  defeated  Lokomotov  Moskva  3-1  on
aggregate in 2015/16 (2-0 home, 1-1 away) but went out to Krasnodar 12 months later (0-1 away, 1-1 home).

• Zenit have played just one UEFA fixture against a Turkish club, a 1-1 draw in Istanbul against Beşiktaş in their final
fixture of the 2005/06 UEFA Cup group stage that clinched their place in the knockout phase.

Form guide
Fenerbahçe
•  Fenerbahçe  finished  runners-up  in  the  Turkish  league  and  cup  last  season,  Galatasaray  edging  them  out  in  the
Süper  Lig  and  unheralded  Akhisar  shocking  them  with  a  3-2  cup  final  win.  They  opened  their  2018/19  European
campaign with a UEFA Champions League third qualifying round defeat by Benfica (0-1 away, 1-1 home), which sent
them directly into the UEFA Europa League group stage.

•  The  Istanbul  club's  fifth  group  appearance  ended  like  the  previous  four,  with  progress  into  the  knockout  phase,
although  they  had  to  recover  from  an  opening  4-1  defeat  away  to  Dinamo  Zagreb.  A  pair  of  2-0  wins  at  home  to
Spartak Trnava and Anderlecht ultimately proved decisive during a Group D campaign in which Dutch coach Phillip
Cocu was sacked after four months in charge.

• Fenerbahçe's most successful UEFA Europa League adventure was in 2012/13, when they reached the semi-finals.
They defeated BATE Borisov (0-0 away, 1-0 home) in that round of 32; in 2009/10 they were knocked out at this stage
by LOSC Lille (1-2 away, 1-1 home). Their round of 32 record in Istanbul is therefore W2 D2.

• Fenerbahçe claimed seven points at home in this season's group stage, keeping clean sheets in all three matches.
They are unbeaten at  home in  the UEFA Europa League proper  in  their  last  11 fixtures,  winning eight.  The Yellow
Canaries had scored in 17 successive European home games until they drew 0-0 with Dinamo Zagreb on matchday
six.

Zenit
•  Fifth  in  the  2017/18  Russian  Premier  League,  Zenit's  12th  successive  European  campaign  began  in  the  UEFA
Europa League third qualifying round, where they staged an astonishing second-leg comeback against Dinamo Minsk
in  St  Petersburg,  winning  8-1  after  extra  time  in  response  to  a  shock  4-0  first-leg  defeat  in  Belarus.  Their  play-off
victory over Molde was also a tight call, a 3-1 home win preceding a 2-1 loss in Norway.

•  Zenit's  third  successive  appearance  in  the  UEFA  Europa  League  group  stage,  and  fourth  in  all,  maintained  their
perfect record of qualifying for the knockout phase as section winners – a feat achieved for the first time in 2010/11.
They defeated Slavia  Praha,  Bordeaux and København in  St  Petersburg,  all  by  one-goal  margins,  and drew 1-1  in
both Denmark and France, ceding their unbeaten record only on matchday six when, already through, they lost 2-0 at
second-placed Slavia.

• This is the Russian side's sixth appearance in the round of 32. They have won four of their five ties,  the only blot
coming  against  Anderlecht  two  years  ago  (0-2  away,  3-1  home).  Their  victories  have  been  against  Young  Boys  in
2010/11 (1-2 away, 3-1 home), Liverpool in 2012/13 (2-0 home, 1-3 away), PSV Eindhoven in 2014/15 (1-0 away, 3-0
home) and Celtic in 2017/18 (0-1 away, 3-0 home). While they have won all five fixtures in St Petersburg, they have
lost four away legs.

• Zenit's 1-1 draw at København on matchday one ended a run of four successive European away defeats, but they
are still without a win on the road in seven (D2 L5) going back to a 3-1 victory at Real Sociedad on matchday six of
last season's UEFA Europa League. In the competition's knockout phase they have played ten away fixtures and lost
nine, the only exception that round of  32 win in Eindhoven four years ago. They have never scored more than one
goal in the away leg of any springtime tie in this competition.

UEFA Europa League squad changes
• Fenerbahçe
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In: Sadık Çiftpınar, Victor Moses, Tolgay Arslan
Out: Barış Alıcı, Aatif Chahechouhe, Diego Reyes, Yiğithan Güveli

• Zenit
In: Yaroslav Rakits'kyy, Sardar Azmoun, Wilmar Barrios
Out: Leandro Paredes, Maksim Bachinski, Yuri Lodygin, Dmitri Kirillov, Nikita Kakkoev, Mikhail Kizeev, Miha Mevlja,
Dmitri Pletnev, Ivan Tarasov

Links and trivia 
• Luís Neto played for Fenerbahçe on loan from Zenit last season, making 13 league appearances.

• Martin Škrtel represented Zenit between 2004 and 2007, scoring three goals in 74 league appearances. He won the
league in 2007.

• Škrtel and Zenit's Robert Mak both play for Slovakia.

• Fenerbahçe's French midfielder Mathieu Valbuena has also played in Russia, making 29 league appearances and
scoring six goals for Dinamo Moskva between 2014 and 2015, where his team-mates included current Zenit trio Yuri
Zhirkov, Aleksandr Kokorin and Christian Noboa.

• Fenerbahçe's Roman Neustädter is a Russia team-mate of several Zenit players. He scored against Turkey in a 2-0
home win in the UEFA Nations League last autumn, as did Zenit's Artem Dzyuba in Russia's earlier 2-1 away victory
in Trabzon.

• Islam Slimani scored the goal that helped Algeria clinch a 1-1 draw against Russia and progress to the 2014 FIFA
World Cup round of 16 at their opponents' expense. Oleg Shatov and Kokorin featured for Russia.

• Mauricio Isla (Fenerbahçe) and Claudio Marchisio (Zenit) played together at Juventus from 2012–14.

•  Two of  Fenerbahçe's January signings played in this  season's UEFA Europa League group stage for  other clubs,
Victor  Moses and Tolgay  Arslan  each making  two appearances for  Chelsea and Beşiktaş  respectively.  Zenit's  new
arrival,  Yaroslav  Rakits'kyy,  also  appeared  four  times  for  Shakhtar  Donetsk  during  the  autumn  in  the  UEFA
Champions League.

• Zenit's six goals in the group stage was the lowest number recorded by any of the 12 section winners. The only team
to qualify with fewer goals were their Group C rivals Slavia Praha, who scored four.

The coaches
•  One of  Turkey's  most  experienced and charismatic  coaches,  Ersun Yanal  was reappointed by Fenerbahçe on 14
December  2018  –  three  days  before  his  57th  birthday  –  to  replace  interim  coach  Erwin  Koeman.  His  first  spell,  in
2013/14, proved highly successful  as he led them to the Süper Lig title before departing unexpectedly the following
summer  and  resurfacing  at  Trabzonspor.  His  lengthy  career  history  as  a  coach  includes  a  stint  in  charge  of  the
Turkish national team from April 2004 to June 2005.

• Sergei Semak took over as Zenit's head coach in May 2018 after an impressive 18-month tenure at FC Ufa that led
to the club's first ever European qualification. The former Russia international midfielder had previously worked as an
assistant  coach  at  Zenit  after  ending  his  playing  career  there.  His  peak  years  on  the  field  came at  CSKA Moskva,
where  he  skippered  the  club  to  Russian  league  and  cup  triumphs,  though  he  left  for  Paris  Saint-Germain  midway
through the 2004/05 season in which the Moscow club won the UEFA Cup.
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-: Denotes player substituted +: Denotes player introduced
*: Denotes player sent off +/-: Denotes player introduced and substituted

Club competitions
UCL: UEFA Champions League
ECCC: European Champion Clubs' Cup
UEL: UEFA Europa League
UCUP: UEFA Cup
UCWC: UEFA Cup Winners' Cup
SCUP: UEFA Super Cup
UIC: UEFA Intertoto Cup
ICF: Inter-Cities Fairs Cup

National team competitions
EURO: UEFA European Football Championship
WC: FIFA World Cup
CONFCUP: FIFA Confederations Cup
FRIE: Friendly internationals
U21FRIE: Under-21 friendly internationals
U21: UEFA European Under-21 Championship
U17: UEFA Under-17 Championship
U16: UEFA European Under-16 Championship
U19: UEFA Under-19 Championship
U18: UEFA European Under-18 Championship
WWC: FIFA Women's World Cup
WEURO: UEFA European Women's Championship

F: Final GS: Group stage
GS1: First group stage GS2: Second group stage
3QR: Third qualifying round R1: First round
R2: Second round R3: Third round
R4: Fourth round PR: Preliminary round
SF: Semi-finals QF: Quarter-finals
R16: round of 16 QR: Qualifying round
R32: Round of 32 1QR: First qualifying round
1st: first leg 2QR: Second qualifying

round
2nd: second leg FT: Final tournament
PO: Play-off ELITE: Elite round
Rep: Replay 3rdPO: Third-place play-off
PO - FT: Play-off for Final
Tournament

GS-FT: Group stage – final
tournament

Competition stages
(aet): After extra time pens: Penalties
No.: Number og: Own goal
ag: Match decided on away
goals

P: Penalty
agg: Aggregate

Pld: Matches played AP: Appearances
Pos.: Position Comp.: Competition
Pts: Points D: Drawn
R: Sent off (straight red card) DoB: Date of birth
Res.: Result ET: Extra Time
sg: Match decided by silver
goal

GA: Goals against
t: Match decided by toss of a
coin

GF: Goals for W: Won
gg: Match decided by golden
goal

Y: Booked
L: Lost

Y/R: Sent off (two yellow
cards)

Nat.: Nationality
N/A: Not applicable

f: Match forfeited

Other abbreviations

Legend
Competitions

Statistics

Squad list
D: Disciplinary
*: Misses next match if booked
S: Suspended
QUAL: All UEFA qualifiers
UEL: Current season total UEFA Europa League appearances from the group stage onwards prior to the current
matchday
UEL: Total appearances in the UEFA Europa League, group stage to final only
UEFA: All-time total appearances in UEFA club competition including qualifying
Disclaimer: Although UEFA has taken all reasonable care that the information contained within this document is
accurate at the time of publication, no representation or guarantee (including liability towards third parties), expressed
or implied, is made as to its accuracy, reliability or completeness. Therefore, UEFA assumes no liability for the use or
interpretation of information contained herein. More information can be found in the competition regulations available
on UEFA.com.
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