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Match background
BATE Borisov  and  Arsenal  meet  in  the  UEFA Europa  League  for  the  second  successive  season,  the  English  club
hoping for a repeat of the results in the 2017/18 group stage as they seek a place in the round of 16 for the second
year in a row.

• It was nines across the board for BATE – points, goals for and goals against – as they finished runners-up to another
London club, Chelsea, in Group L, sealing their qualification on matchday six with a 3-1 win at PAOK. Arsenal cruised
through to the round of 32 from Group E, dropping just two points as they qualified with two games to spare.

Previous meetings
• Arsenal made light work of BATE in last season's UEFA Europa League group stage, winning 4-2 in Belarus and 6-0
at home. Only two of the ten Arsenal goals, however, came from players who are still at the club – Rob Holding and
Mohamed Elneny – whereas just one of BATE's two scorers, Marko Ivanić, remains with the Borisov side.

•  Those are Arsenal's  only  previous European engagements with  Belarusian opposition.  BATE have had four  other
matches against Premier League clubs, all in the UEFA Europa League group stage, with both home games against
Everton in 2009/10 (1-2) and Chelsea this season (0-1) ending in narrow defeats.

Form guide
BATE
•  Champions  of  Belarus  for  the  last  13  seasons,  BATE  returned  to  this  competition  after  missing  out  on  UEFA
Champions  League group stage qualification  last  summer.  A  pair  of  2-1  aggregate  victories  over  HJK Helsinki  and
Qarabağ preceded a heavy play-off defeat by PSV Eindhoven (2-3 home, 0-3 away).

•  BATE's fourth UEFA Europa League group stage participation looked destined for failure when they collected just
three points from their first four games, but wins in their last two matches enabled them to repeat their feat of 2010/11
and qualify as runners-up. They were unable to progress from their group in both 2009/10 and 2017/18.

• Having crossed over from the UEFA Champions League in 2012/13, this is BATE's third appearance in the UEFA
Europa League knockout phase – and first for six years. They have yet to advance beyond the round of 32, having
lost on away goals to Paris Saint-Germain in 2010/11 (2-2 home, 0-0 away) and to Fenerbahçe two years later (0-0
home, 0-1 away). They have therefore failed to score in their last three knockout phase encounters.

•  The Borisov  side  ended a  run of  five  European home fixtures  without  a  win  –  and three successive  defeats  –  by
defeating Vidi 2-0 on matchday five. The club's overall home record in the UEFA Europa League, qualifying included,
is W6 D5 L7.

Arsenal
• The Gunners finished sixth in the 2017/18 Premier League – their lowest final placing under Arsène Wenger in his
swansong season as manager after 22 years. It earned them a second successive qualification for the UEFA Europa
League group stage.

•  UEFA  Champions  League  ever-presents  for  19  successive  seasons  until  last  term,  Arsenal  reached  the  UEFA
Europa  League  semi-finals  at  the  first  attempt,  going  out  to  eventual  winners  Atlético  Madrid.  This  season  they
breezed through their group, an opening 4-2 win at home to Vorskla Poltava preceding four wins and a draw in which
they conceded no further goals.

•  Arsenal's  one  previous  round  of  32  tie  came  last  season  against  Swedish  debutants  Östersund,  Wenger's  side
progressing 4-2 on aggregate after winning the away first leg 3-0 but losing the London return 1-2. It was the first time
in  eight  years  that  the  Gunners  had  won  a  European  tie  in  the  spring  following  seven  successive  round  of  16
eliminations from the UEFA Champions League.

• The 1999/2000 UEFA Cup runners-up won all three of their away fixtures in this season's group stage. Their away
record in two UEFA Europa League campaigns is W7 D1 L2, with 19 goals scored and just six conceded.

UEFA Europa League squad changes
• BATE
In: Bojan Dubajić, Nemanja Milić, Dmitri Bessmertny
Out: Aleksei  Chernykh,  Luwagga Kizito,  Mikhail  Gordeichuk,  Nemanja Milunović,  Deni  Polyakov,  Nikolai  Signevich,
Maksim Volodko

• Arsenal
In: Denis Suárez
Out: Emile Smith Rowe, Emiliano Martínez,  Konstantinos Mavropanos

Links and trivia 
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•  Aleksandr  Hleb  is  enjoying  his  fifth  spell  at  BATE  (1999–2000,  2012–13,  2015,  2016,  2018–).  The  37-year-old
midfielder played for Arsenal from 2005–08, making 130 appearances, including the 2006 UEFA Champions League
final against Barcelona, the club he joined from the Gunners two years later.

•  Shkodran  Mustafi  made  his  senior  debut  in  Everton's  1-0  UEFA  Europa  League  group  stage  defeat  at  home  to
BATE in December 2009. The then 17-year-old came on as a substitute in the second half.

•  Arsenal  are  on  a  run  of  five  successive  clean  sheets  in  the  competition.  One  more  will  break  the  all-time  UEFA
Europa League record that they currently share with Napoli and Salzburg.

• In addition to keeping the most clean sheets in this season's group stage, Arsenal conceded the joint fewest goals
along with Real Betis in Group F.

• The Gunners also used more players than any of the other 47 clubs in this season's group stage. One of those 28
was the youngest to appear, Bukayo Saka coming on as a substitute at Vorskla on matchday five aged 17 years and
85 days before playing the whole game at home to Qarabağ a fortnight later.

• BATE wrapped up their 13th Belarusian league title in a row – and 15th overall – in November. They are now one
shy of the European record for consecutive league titles, held jointly by Latvia's Skonto and Lincoln of Gibraltar.

•  Arsenal  are  one  of  seven  teams  to  have  come  through  this  season's  group  stage  undefeated,  the  others  being
Salzburg, Dinamo Zagreb, Betis, Villarreal, Eintracht Frankfurt and Chelsea.

•  BATE  scored  nine  goals  in  the  group  stage  and  Igor  Stasevich  provided  assists  for  six  of  them,  the  most  in  the
competition.

The coaches
•  Handed  the  position  of  BATE  head  coach  in  June  2018  as  a  replacement  for  Oleg  Dulub,  Aleksei  Baga  was  an
internal appointment, having served as assistant for seven years. A former defender, he also spent most of his playing
career at BATE, winning league titles in 2002 and 2006, the latter coupled with a domestic cup victory, before ending
his career – after a brief spell in Latvia – with Dinamo Brest.

•  After  two  years  with  Paris  Saint-Germain  that  yielded  seven  domestic  trophies,  Unai  Emery  was  appointed  as
Arsenal manager in May 2018, replacing the long-serving Wenger. The Spaniard oversaw Sevilla's historic hat-trick of
successes in the UEFA Europa League from 2013/14 to 2015/16, having assumed control following a four-year tenure
at Valencia and a brief stint at Spartak Moskva. He has been in charge of more UEFA Europa League games than
any other coach, this being his 66th.
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-: Denotes player substituted +: Denotes player introduced
*: Denotes player sent off +/-: Denotes player introduced and substituted

Club competitions
UCL: UEFA Champions League
ECCC: European Champion Clubs' Cup
UEL: UEFA Europa League
UCUP: UEFA Cup
UCWC: UEFA Cup Winners' Cup
SCUP: UEFA Super Cup
UIC: UEFA Intertoto Cup
ICF: Inter-Cities Fairs Cup

National team competitions
EURO: UEFA European Football Championship
WC: FIFA World Cup
CONFCUP: FIFA Confederations Cup
FRIE: Friendly internationals
U21FRIE: Under-21 friendly internationals
U21: UEFA European Under-21 Championship
U17: UEFA Under-17 Championship
U16: UEFA European Under-16 Championship
U19: UEFA Under-19 Championship
U18: UEFA European Under-18 Championship
WWC: FIFA Women's World Cup
WEURO: UEFA European Women's Championship

F: Final GS: Group stage
GS1: First group stage GS2: Second group stage
3QR: Third qualifying round R1: First round
R2: Second round R3: Third round
R4: Fourth round PR: Preliminary round
SF: Semi-finals QF: Quarter-finals
R16: round of 16 QR: Qualifying round
R32: Round of 32 1QR: First qualifying round
1st: first leg 2QR: Second qualifying

round
2nd: second leg FT: Final tournament
PO: Play-off ELITE: Elite round
Rep: Replay 3rdPO: Third-place play-off
PO - FT: Play-off for Final
Tournament

GS-FT: Group stage – final
tournament

Competition stages
(aet): After extra time pens: Penalties
No.: Number og: Own goal
ag: Match decided on away
goals

P: Penalty
agg: Aggregate

Pld: Matches played AP: Appearances
Pos.: Position Comp.: Competition
Pts: Points D: Drawn
R: Sent off (straight red card) DoB: Date of birth
Res.: Result ET: Extra Time
sg: Match decided by silver
goal

GA: Goals against
t: Match decided by toss of a
coin

GF: Goals for W: Won
gg: Match decided by golden
goal

Y: Booked
L: Lost

Y/R: Sent off (two yellow
cards)

Nat.: Nationality
N/A: Not applicable

f: Match forfeited

Other abbreviations

Legend
Competitions

Statistics

Squad list
D: Disciplinary
*: Misses next match if booked
S: Suspended
QUAL: All UEFA qualifiers
UEL: Current season total UEFA Europa League appearances from the group stage onwards prior to the current
matchday
UEL: Total appearances in the UEFA Europa League, group stage to final only
UEFA: All-time total appearances in UEFA club competition including qualifying
Disclaimer: Although UEFA has taken all reasonable care that the information contained within this document is
accurate at the time of publication, no representation or guarantee (including liability towards third parties), expressed
or implied, is made as to its accuracy, reliability or completeness. Therefore, UEFA assumes no liability for the use or
interpretation of information contained herein. More information can be found in the competition regulations available
on UEFA.com.
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