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Match background
Back-to-back  wins  against  Qarabağ  have  put  UEFA  Europa  League  group  stage  first-timers  Sivasspor  back  in  the
Group I qualifying frame, but they face a tough task to make it three in a row as they host section leaders Villarreal,
who need a just a point to secure an eighth qualification for the round of 32.

• While Villarreal's 100% record in the group ended on Matchday 4 with a 1-1 draw at Maccabi Tel-Aviv, they remain
three points ahead of the Israeli champions at the top of the table, with Sivasspor a further point behind and Qarabağ,
who have lost all four matches, already certain to finish fourth. A win in Turkey, where Villarreal have already beaten
Qarabağ 3-1, would secure top spot for the Spanish club.

Previous meetings
• Sivasspor's first official encounter against a team from Spain – which also marked their debut appearance in a UEFA
group stage – turned out to be a thrilling encounter as they came from behind to equalise twice against Villarreal on
Matchday 1, only to end up on the wrong end of a 5-3 scoreline that matched the record for the most goals in a UEFA
Europa  League  group  game.  The  home  side's  hero  was  substitute  Paco  Alcácer,  whose  two  late  goals  ultimately
decided the contest.

• Villarreal's overall record against opposition from Turkey is now W3 D3 L1 and they are yet to lose in three matches
away to a Turkish side, winning the first game there and drawing the next two, most recently 2-2 against Osmanlıspor
in the 2016/17 UEFA Europa League group stage.

Form guide
Sivasspor
•  Sivasspor  finished  fourth  in  the  2019/20  Turkish  Süper  Lig  to  qualify  directly  for  the  UEFA Europa  League group
stage. Led by coach Rıza Çalımbay, they are the ninth different club from Turkey to play in the competition proper.

• This is only Sivasspor's third experience of European competition. UEFA Intertoto Cup participants in 2008, where
they beat Grbalj and lost to Braga, they qualified for the UEFA Champions League in 2009/10 as Süper Lig runners-
up  but  lost  their  third  qualifying  round  tie  to  Anderlecht  (0-5  a,  3-1  h)  before  suffering  the  same  fate  in  the  UEFA
Europa League play-offs against Shakhtar Donetsk (0-3 h, 0-2 a).

• The Turkish club have won three and lost three of their six European home games, with a defeat (1-2 v Maccabi Tel-
Aviv) and a win (2-0 v Qarabağ) so far in Group I.

Villarreal
• Villarreal finished fifth in the 2019/20 Spanish Liga to return to Europe after a season's absence and participate in
the UEFA Europa League group stage for the record-equalling eighth time.

• The Spanish club have yet to finish outside the top two in seven previous UEFA Europa League group campaigns
and  have  gone  through  as  section  winners  three  times,  including  the  most  recent  in  2018/19.  Then  they  went
unbeaten in  collecting  ten points  to  finish  ahead of  Rapid  Wien,  Rangers  and Spartak  Moskva before knocking out
Sporting CP and Zenit and eventually crashing out to local rivals Valencia in the last eight (1-3 h, 0-2 a). Their best
seasons in the competition were 2010/11 and 2015/16, when they reached the semi-finals.

• Villarreal are on an unbeaten run of 13 UEFA Europa League group stage away matches (W4 D9), the last defeat on
their travels at this juncture of the competition a 2-1 reverse at Rapid Wien on Matchday 1 in 2015/16. The 3-1 win
against Qarabağ on Matchday 2 is their only win in the last five games, however, the other four ending all square.

Links and trivia
• A number of Sivasspor players have operated in Spain. Fayçal Fajr has had top-flight experience in the country with
Elche (2014/15), Deportivo La Coruña (2015–17) and Getafe (2017/18), as have both Arouna Koné (Sevilla 2007–10,
Levante 2011/12) and Olarenwaju Kayode (Girona 2017/18), while Isaac Cofie and Spanish native Jorge Félix have
played in the country's lower leagues.

• Koné is a former Everton team-mate of Villarreal's Argentinian defender Ramiro Funes Mori (2015–17).

• Kayode has scored in all four of Sivasspor's Group I fixtures.

• Villarreal midfielder François Coquelin's next appearance in UEFA club competition will be his 50th.

• Sivasspor are one of six clubs making their UEFA Europa League group stage debut in 2020/21, the others being
CSKA-Sofia (Group A), Granada and Omonoia (both E), Leicester City (G) and Royal Antwerp (J).

• Villarreal have played more matches in the UEFA Europa League, group stage to final, than any other club. This is
their 79th encounter – seven more than second-placed Salzburg.

• The 13 goals Villarreal have scored this season have lifted their all-time total in the competition to a record 137, eight
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more than Liga rivals Sevilla, who are the only club to boast more UEFA Europa League wins (42 to 41).

• Villarreal coach Unai Emery has overseen 83 matches in the UEFA Europa League proper – 27 more than any other
coach. He led Sevilla to all three of their trophy successes from 2013/14 to 2015/16 and was also a losing finalist with
Arsenal in 2018/19.
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-: Denotes player substituted +: Denotes player introduced
*: Denotes player sent off +/-: Denotes player introduced and substituted

Club competitions
UCL: UEFA Champions League
ECCC: European Champion Clubs' Cup
UEL: UEFA Europa League
UCUP: UEFA Cup
UCWC: UEFA Cup Winners' Cup
SCUP: UEFA Super Cup
UIC: UEFA Intertoto Cup
ICF: Inter-Cities Fairs Cup

National team competitions
EURO: UEFA European Football Championship
WC: FIFA World Cup
CONFCUP: FIFA Confederations Cup
FRIE: Friendly internationals
U21FRIE: Under-21 friendly internationals
U21: UEFA European Under-21 Championship
U17: UEFA Under-17 Championship
U16: UEFA European Under-16 Championship
U19: UEFA Under-19 Championship
U18: UEFA European Under-18 Championship
WWC: FIFA Women's World Cup
WEURO: UEFA European Women's Championship

F: Final GS: Group stage
GS1: First group stage GS2: Second group stage
3QR: Third qualifying round R1: First round
R2: Second round R3: Third round
R4: Fourth round PR: Preliminary round
SF: Semi-finals QF: Quarter-finals
R16: round of 16 QR: Qualifying round
R32: Round of 32 1QR: First qualifying round
1st: first leg 2QR: Second qualifying

round
2nd: second leg FT: Final tournament
PO: Play-off ELITE: Elite round
Rep: Replay 3rdPO: Third-place play-off
PO - FT: Play-off for Final
Tournament

GS-FT: Group stage – final
tournament

Competition stages
(aet): After extra time pens: Penalties
No.: Number og: Own goal
ag: Match decided on away
goals

P: Penalty
agg: Aggregate

Pld: Matches played AP: Appearances
Pos.: Position Comp.: Competition
Pts: Points D: Drawn
R: Sent off (straight red card) DoB: Date of birth
Res.: Result ET: Extra Time
sg: Match decided by silver
goal

GA: Goals against
t: Match decided by toss of a
coin

GF: Goals for W: Won
gg: Match decided by golden
goal

Y: Booked
L: Lost

Y/R: Sent off (two yellow
cards)

Nat.: Nationality
N/A: Not applicable

f: Match forfeited

Other abbreviations

Legend
Competitions

Statistics

Squad list
D: Disciplinary
*: Misses next match if booked
S: Suspended
QUAL: All UEFA qualifiers
UEL: Current season total UEFA Europa League appearances from the group stage onwards prior to the current
matchday
UEL: Total appearances in the UEFA Europa League, group stage to final only
UEFA: All-time total appearances in UEFA club competition including qualifying
Disclaimer: Although UEFA has taken all reasonable care that the information contained within this document is
accurate at the time of publication, no representation or guarantee (including liability towards third parties), expressed
or implied, is made as to its accuracy, reliability or completeness. Therefore, UEFA assumes no liability for the use or
interpretation of information contained herein. More information can be found in the competition regulations available
on UEFA.com.
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