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Match background
Top plays bottom in Group L at the Rhein-Neckar-Arena as Hoffenheim, confirmed section winners, host a Gent side
who, with five defeats out of five, will want to avoid joining the small band of teams who have suffered a UEFA Europa
League whitewash.

•  Hoffenheim failed to score for  the first  time ever in a European fixture on Matchday 5 but the 0-0 draw at  Crvena
zvezda,  which  followed four  successive  wins,  was  sufficient  to  seal  their  qualification  as  group winners.  Meanwhile
Gent's miserable run in the section continued with a 1-2 home defeat by Slovan Liberec that confirmed their fourth-
place finish.

Previous meetings
• Hoffenheim's first UEFA encounter with Belgian opposition proved to be a historic occasion as they claimed their first
ever European away win, beating Gent 4-1 on Matchday 2 with four different scorers. Ishak Belfodil's penalty made it
1-0 at the interval before further strikes from Florian Grillitsch, Mijat Gaćinović and Munas Dabbur. The only German
on the scoresheet was Gent's Tim Kleindienst.

• This is Gent's tenth UEFA fixture against German opposition, and while they have never defeated a Bundesliga side
at  home  in  five  attempts  (D2  L3),  they  have  won  three  out  of  four  fixtures  in  Germany.  They  took  four  points  off
Wolfsburg in last season's UEFA Europa League group stage, winning 3-1 away with goals from Roman Yaremchuk,
Laurent Depoitre and Michael Ngadeu-Ngadjui,  having lost twice against the same opponents in the 2015/16 UEFA
Champions League round of 16.

Form guide
Hoffenheim
•  Sixth  place  in  the  2019/20  Bundesliga  secured  a  return  to  European  football  for  Hoffenheim  after  a  one-year
absence, putting them in the UEFA Europa League group stage for the second time.

• Hoffenheim failed to progress from their group on their previous appearance in the competition, finishing fourth on
five points in 2017/18 in a group containing Braga, Ludogorets and İstanbul Başakşehir. They also finished bottom of
their  UEFA  Champions  League  group  the  following  season  with  three  points,  behind  Manchester  City,  Lyon  and
Shakhtar Donetsk. Their qualification this term means that the club will be playing springtime European football for the
first time.

•  Hoffenheim  had  scored  in  all  of  their  first  18  European  fixtures  before  the  Matchday  5  shut-out  in  Belgrade,  but
despite  this  season's  successes  under  new  coach  Sebastian  Hoeness  they  have  won  only  five  European  games,
losing eight.  Their  home record in  Europe is  W3 D2 L4,  two of  the three wins having been recorded this  season –
against Crvena zvezda (2-0) and Liberec (5-0), the latter their biggest European victory.

Gent
• Runners-up in the abbreviated 2019/20 Belgian First Division A behind Club Brugge, Gent also reached the UEFA
Europa League round of 32, where they went out to Roma (0-1 a, 1-1 h) having come through three qualifying rounds
before finishing top of a section including Wolfsburg, St-Étienne and Olexandriya.

• Gent are competing in Europe for the sixth successive season, extending the longest sequence in the club's history.
They entered the 2020/21 UEFA Champions League under new coach Wim De Decker in the third qualifying round,
where they overcame Rapid Wien 2-1 at home, but were then beaten home and away by Dynamo Kyiv in the play-offs
(1-2 h, 0-3 a), which confirmed a fourth participation in the UEFA Europa League group stage. They have reached the
knockout phase twice, in 2016/17 and last season, having missed the cut on their first appearance in 2010/11 as well
as this one.

• Gent have won just one of their last 11 European away matches (D4 L6) and only two of the 11 they have played in
the UEFA Europa League group stage (D3 L6).  A 1-0 defeat at  Liberec on Matchday 1 was their  fourth successive
continental fixture outside Belgium without a goal (D1 L3), and although they managed one at Crvena zvezda last time
out, it could not save them from defeat (1-2).

Links and trivia
• Hoffenheim's Algerian forward Belfodil played in Belgium for Standard Liège, scoring 17 goals in all competitions in
2016/17 – though none against Gent.

•  Three  Gent  players  have  operated  in  Germany  –  skipper  Vadis  Odjidja-Ofoe  (Hamburg  2008–09)  and  German
imports Kleindienst  (Energie Cottbus 2013–15, Freiburg 2015–19, Heidenheim 2016/17 loan & 2019/20) and Niklas
Dorsch (Bayern München 2015–18, Heidenheim 2018–20).

• Dorsch and Hoffenheim's Dennis Geiger are Germany Under-21 team-mates.
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•  Gent are one of  three clubs entering Matchday 6 of  the 2020/21 UEFA Europa League without a point  – together
with Dundalk (Group B) and Ludogorets (J). Only four teams have ever lost all six group games in the competition –
Shamrock Rovers (2011/12), Slovan Bratislava (2014/15), Metalist Kharkiv (2014/15) and Gabala (2016/17).

• Gent replaced coach De Decker at the weekend with Hein Vanhaezebrouck, the man who led the club to the Belgian
league title in 2014/15 and into the UEFA Champions League round of 16 the following season.
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-: Denotes player substituted +: Denotes player introduced
*: Denotes player sent off +/-: Denotes player introduced and substituted

Club competitions
UCL: UEFA Champions League
ECCC: European Champion Clubs' Cup
UEL: UEFA Europa League
UCUP: UEFA Cup
UCWC: UEFA Cup Winners' Cup
SCUP: UEFA Super Cup
UIC: UEFA Intertoto Cup
ICF: Inter-Cities Fairs Cup

National team competitions
EURO: UEFA European Football Championship
WC: FIFA World Cup
CONFCUP: FIFA Confederations Cup
FRIE: Friendly internationals
U21FRIE: Under-21 friendly internationals
U21: UEFA European Under-21 Championship
U17: UEFA Under-17 Championship
U16: UEFA European Under-16 Championship
U19: UEFA Under-19 Championship
U18: UEFA European Under-18 Championship
WWC: FIFA Women's World Cup
WEURO: UEFA European Women's Championship

F: Final GS: Group stage
GS1: First group stage GS2: Second group stage
3QR: Third qualifying round R1: First round
R2: Second round R3: Third round
R4: Fourth round PR: Preliminary round
SF: Semi-finals QF: Quarter-finals
R16: round of 16 QR: Qualifying round
R32: Round of 32 1QR: First qualifying round
1st: first leg 2QR: Second qualifying

round
2nd: second leg FT: Final tournament
PO: Play-off ELITE: Elite round
Rep: Replay 3rdPO: Third-place play-off
PO - FT: Play-off for Final
Tournament

GS-FT: Group stage – final
tournament

Competition stages
(aet): After extra time pens: Penalties
No.: Number og: Own goal
ag: Match decided on away
goals

P: Penalty
agg: Aggregate

Pld: Matches played AP: Appearances
Pos.: Position Comp.: Competition
Pts: Points D: Drawn
R: Sent off (straight red card) DoB: Date of birth
Res.: Result ET: Extra Time
sg: Match decided by silver
goal

GA: Goals against
t: Match decided by toss of a
coin

GF: Goals for W: Won
gg: Match decided by golden
goal

Y: Booked
L: Lost

Y/R: Sent off (two yellow
cards)

Nat.: Nationality
N/A: Not applicable

f: Match forfeited

Other abbreviations

Legend
Competitions

Statistics

Squad list
D: Disciplinary
*: Misses next match if booked
S: Suspended
QUAL: All UEFA qualifiers
UEL: Current season total UEFA Europa League appearances from the group stage onwards prior to the current
matchday
UEL: Total appearances in the UEFA Europa League, group stage to final only
UEFA: All-time total appearances in UEFA club competition including qualifying
Disclaimer: Although UEFA has taken all reasonable care that the information contained within this document is
accurate at the time of publication, no representation or guarantee (including liability towards third parties), expressed
or implied, is made as to its accuracy, reliability or completeness. Therefore, UEFA assumes no liability for the use or
interpretation of information contained herein. More information can be found in the competition regulations available
on UEFA.com.
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