
The semi-final encounter between France and the Netherlands at the Estádio Municipal in Braga in the UEFA European
Under-21 Championship will be their first competitive fixture at this level. The French have been in blistering form so
far in Portugal, winning all three Group A games to clinch the section by a six-point margin and scoring six goals
without conceding. Their semi-final opponents, by contrast, squeezed into the last four with a 1-0 win against Italy on
Matchday 3 - the Netherlands' first win of the finals - to edge the holders into third place in Group B and claim the
runners-up berth behind Ukraine.

• The French have reached the last four for the fifth time and have won three of their previous semi-finals, including
the first against England in the 1988 edition when a 4-2 first-leg win in France was followed by a 2-2 draw in the return.
France went on to win the trophy, defeating Greece 3-0 on aggregate in the final with Franck Sauzée scoring twice
and Franck Silvestre getting the other, all in the second leg.

• France next reached the semi-finals six years later, where a side including Zinédine Zidane encountered Italy in the
last four. The game in Montpellier finished goalless but it was the Italians who held their nerve in the penalty shoot-out,
running out 5-3 victors with Christian Panucci, Benito Carbone and Christian Vieri all scoring from the spot. There
was more disappointment for the French at the same stage two years later, and at the hands of the same opponents,
Francesco Totti getting the only goal in Barcelona.

• In 2002 another strong French side featuring a number of future senior internationals defeated final tournament
hosts Switzerland in the last four, with Steed Malbranque and Olivier Sorlin on target. The final ended in frustration
for the French, however, as after a goalless draw against the Czech Republic, Pierre-Alain Frau, Julien Escudé and
Jean-Alain Boumsong all failed in the shoot-out as the Czechs triumphed 3-1.

• The Dutch have reached the last four twice before and on each occasion their campaign was ended by Greece. A
5-0 defeat in Athens in the first leg of the 1988 semi-finals effectively settled the tie, although the Netherlands restored
a measure of pride with a 2-0 victory in the return. The final outcome was similarly emphatic in the 1998 semi-finals
when, despite fielding a side that included Ruud van Nistelrooij, Mark van Bommel and Roy Makaay, the Dutch suffered
a 3-0 defeat against Greece in Bucharest.

• The countries crossed paths in the European Under-19 Championship qualifying round in 2001/02, and six players
who could play a part in Braga were involved that day. Jérémy Toulalan gave France a first-half lead but Nicky Hofs
quickly equalised before the Netherlands' Michael Jansen scored the winner early in the second period. The first two
scorers are in their countries' squads for Portugal while France's Jean-Michel Badiane was an unused substitute in
2001 and Arnold Kruiswijk, Romeo Castelen and Klaus Jan Huntelaar all featured for the Dutch.

Team facts

France
France will be looking to emulate the class of 1988 when they arrive at the UEFA Under-21 European Championship
as one of the favourites. Then, a team including the likes of Eric Cantona, Franck Sauzée and Laurent Blanc swept
aside Greece 3-0 in the final to claim the trophy, and René Girard is confident his 2006 edition can repeat those
heroics.
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Qualifying
Girard was installed during summer 2004 as a replacement for the outgoing Raymond Domenech, and enjoyed a
charmed start to life in UEFA European U21 Championship qualifying. Three successive 1-0 victories saw France
comfortably perched atop the section, and although they were then held by Switzerland and suffered a 3-2 defeat by
Israel, another run of three wins saw them through to the play-offs.

There they were handed a tough draw against England, and with the tie locked at 2-2 on aggregate going into the
last five minutes of the return leg in Nancy, Jimmy Briand scored from the penalty spot to send France through.

Team guide
Since winning the Toulon tournament last summer, Girard has used no less than 40 players, with the only real
continuities being the success wrought on the pitch and goals from Anthony Le Tallec. The forward - who spent this
season on loan at Sunderland AFC - scored seven of Les Bleuets' 16 goals in qualifying and is virtually assured of a
place in the starting lineup, alongside either Florent Sinama-Pongolle or Briand of Stade Rennais FC.

With talismanic Olympique de Marseille winger Franck Ribéry selected for France's FIFA World Cup squad, the
creative onus could switch flanks to the explosive Julien Faubert. Another FC Girondins de Bordeaux starlet, Antonio
Mavuba, could also make a big impact in the middle of the park alongside the tenacious Jérémy Toulalan who scored
the only goal of the game as the side beat Croatia on 18 May. It promises to be a groundbreaking few months for
Toulalan, who will join Jérémy Berthod and François Clerc at French champions Olympique Lyonnais this summer.

It has also been a big season for Mathieu Flamini, after helping Arsenal FC to the UEFA Champions League final,
and he could be given a chance in Portugal as Mathieu Debuchy is injured. Having played at left-back in place of the
injured Gaël Clichy for much of the campaign, Flamini could repeat the trick for the U21s, who will also be without the
sidelined Ronald Zubar. However, marshalled by superb shot-stopper Jérémy Gavanon, a thread of defensive
responsibility runs throughout the team, who conceded just eight goals in ten games in reaching Portugal, and Girard
will be keen for that to continue.

Netherlands
After negotiating their way out of a treacherous qualifying group, the Netherlands will be looking to make an impression
at the 2006 UEFA Under-21 European Championship, with much of their hopes resting on the shoulders of AFC Ajax
striker Klaas Jan Huntelaar.

Qualifying
The Dutch missed out on a place in the finals two years ago as they finished eleven points behind section winners
Czech Republic, and expectations were not high when they were drawn together again, along with Romania, this time
around. Foppe de Haan's side then collected just eight points from their first five fixtures, before storming to the summit
with five consecutive victories. Much was down to Huntelaar, the then-SC Heerenveen forward taking his qualifying
tally to ten with two in the second leg of the play-off victory against Slovenia which sealed a place in Portugal.

Team guide
Having finished as the top scorer in the entire qualifying competition, Huntelaar moved to Ajax in a €9m deal - making
him the most expensive Dutch player ever to switch Eredivisie clubs. His success continued at the Amsterdam ArenA
as he ended the season as the league's top scorer with 33 goals and was unsurprisingly named Netherlands' Young
Player of the Season. He has more records in his sights as he now lies just three goals behind Roy Makaay and
Arnold Bruggink's national mark of 15 U21 goals. Should he fail, Feyenoord's Romeo Castelen and RC Celta de Vigo's
Daniël de Ridder could step into the goalsoring breach, while the likes of Collins John provide strong backup.

De Haan favours a 4-3-3 formation with captain Stijn Schaars dictating things from midfield. Urby Emanuelsson is
expected to provide his foil on the left, while Feyenoord's Nicky Hofs has made a timely return from injury although
he could find his position in the starting XI tested by 17-year-old Ismaïl Aisatti, who has made an impression since
opting for the Dutch over Morocco.
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The starting team in Portugal will be built on a sturdy defensive bedrock, with Ron Vlaar's name one of the first on
the team sheet after he, Huntelaar and Castelen were all surprisingly left out of Marco van Basten's FIFA World Cup
squad. The likes of Arnold Kruiswijk, Ramon Zomer and Gijs Luirink will all be vying for a place alongside the Feyenoord
man, ahead of either FC Twente's Remko Pasveer or Kenneth Vermeer in the Dutch goal. SC Heerenveen goalkeeper
Boy Waterman is out.

UEFA European Under-21 Championship record: semi-finals 1988, 1998; quarter-finals 1992.

Records for single match finals
(since 1992-94 competition)

1992-94
20.04.1994 - Italy 1-0 Portugal (After extra time)
(Stade La Mosson, Montpellier, France - 6,263 - Serge Muhmenthaler (SUI))
1994-96
31.05.1996 - Italy 1-1 Spain (After extra time, Italy win 5-4 on penalties)
(Estadio Olímpico de Montjuïc, Barcelona, Spain - 35,500 - Günter Benkö (AUT))
1996-98
31.05.1998 - Greece 0-1 Spain
(Ghencea stadium, Bucharest, Romania - 7,000 - L'uboš Michel' (SVK))
1998-2000
04.06.2000 - Czech Republic 1-2 Italy
(Tehelné Pole stadium, Bratislava, Slovakia - 9,170 - Karl-Erik Nilsson (SWE))
2000-02
28.05.2002 - France 0-0 Czech Republic (After extra time, Czech Republic win 3-1 on penalties)
(St. Jakob-Park, Basle, Switzerland - 20,400 - Tom Henning Øvrebø (NOR))
2002-04
08.06.2004 - Italy 3-0 Serbia and Montenegro
(Ruhrstadion, Bochum, Germany - 20,092 - Luis Medina (ESP))

6: Finals
Six single match finals (from a total of 14) have taken place in the UEFA European Under-21 Championship since
the finals format changed for the 1992-94 competition. To date, Italy have won all four finals in which they have
appeared with Spain and the Czech Republic having won the other two. Other teams to have been involved in the
six finals are France, Greece, and Serbia and Montenegro.

5: Red cards
To date, five red cards have been issued in UEFA European Under-21 Championship single match finals. The last
dismissals came in the 2002-04 final when Serbia and Montenegro players Nikola Mihajlović (33) and Branislav
Ivanović (90+1) were both sent off by Spanish official Luis Medina in their 3-0 defeat by Italy. The Italians' previous
victory in the competition also ended with a dismissal as Francesco Coco saw red in the last minute of their 2-1 defeat
of the Czech Republic in the 1998-2000 final. Previously, Austrian match official Günter Benkö sent off Italian players
Nicola Amoruso (36) and Raffaele Ametrano (105) in the 1994-96 final which Italy still won on penalties at Spain's
expense.

4: Finals involving Italy
Italy have featured in four of the six single-match UEFA European Under-21 Championship finals to date, and the
Azzurrini have won on each occasion. Portugal were their victims in 1994, followed by Spain two years later. The
Spanish won the title in 1998, but Italy were again victors in 2000 thanks to a 2-1 defeat of the Czech Republic. Like
Spain before them, the Czechs followed defeat in a final by Italy with a success of their own, on this occasion at
France's expense. The Italians regained their title in 2004, beating Serbia and Montenegro 3-0.
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3: Highest number of goals in a final
On two occasions, three goals have been scored in a single match UEFA European Under-21 Championship final.
In the 1998-00 final, Italy triumphed 2-1 against the Czech Republic with Andrea Pirlo scoring both goals, the first
from the penalty spot after 42 minutes with the winning goal coming nine minutes from time. Tomáš Došek had restored
parity for the Czechs six minutes into the second half, but Pirlo had the final say. Italy were again winners at the climax
of the 2002-04 competition when nine-man Serbia and Montenegro were on the receiving end of a 3-0 defeat with
Daniele De Rossi (31), Cesare Bovo (83) and Alberto Gilardino (84) on the scoresheet. The 3-0 scoreline also provides
the widest margin of victory in a single match final to date.

3: Final tournaments
Prior to the 2004-06 finals being held in Portugal, the UEFA European Under-21 Championship had staged three final
tournaments each comprising eight teams. The 1998-00 finals were held in Slovakia, followed two years later by
Switzerland, while the 2002-04 tournament was staged in Germany. Prior to the 1998-00 competition, the first final
round of sorts, comprising eight teams, was held in Romania. This event featured a knockout format rather than the
traditional group format used at most UEFA national team competition final tournaments.

2: Penalty shootouts
Two finals have ended in penalty shoot-outs, with nine-man Italy triumphing 5-4 in the 1994-96 final against Spain
after the sides remained deadlocked after 120 minutes in Barcelona. Italian goalkeeper Angelo Pagotto, playing in
favour of a 17-year-old Gianluigi Buffon, did enough to put off Iván De la Peña and Raúl González to ensure the
Azzurrini prevailed. More recently, the Czech Republic defeated France 3-1 on penalties after the sides shared a
goalless draw after extra time. Michal Pospíšil, Zdenek Grygera and Rudolf Skácel were all on the scoresheet for the
Czechs. Camel Meriem had struck the opening penalty for France, only for Pierre Alain Frau, Julien Escudé and
Jean-Alain Boumsong to squander the ensuing three spot-kicks for Raymond Domenech's side.

1: Goalless draws
The only final to date to end in a goalless draw came on 28 May 2002 when France and the Czech Republic failed
to find the back of the net after 120 minutes of football. The Czechs ended as winners, though, securing the title 3-1
on penalties.

1: Finals decided during extra time
The first UEFA European Under-21 Championship single match final, played in Montpellier on 20 April 1994, ended
in an extra time victory for Italy with Pierluigi Orlandini (97) scoring the only goal of the game not long after entering
the fray as a replacement for Filippo Inzaghi, as the likes of Luís Figo, Rui Costa, Sá Pinto and Costinha were denied
what would have been a maiden trophy for Portugal.
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Competition information

The trophy
The UEFA European Under-21 Championship trophy was created by Bertoni in Milan for the 1996-98 campaign after
Italy kept the previous one following their three consecutive tournament wins.

Medals
The 37-centimetre-high trophy is made of brass, glass and Plexiglas, weighs seven kilograms and cost 10,000 Swiss
Francs. The winning nation will get to keep the trophy until next year's championship in the Netherlands and will also
receive a scaled-down replica. Thirty gold medals will be presented to the winning team and 30 silver medals to the
runners-up. In addition, every participating nation will receive a plaque to commemorate their participation in Portugal.
Carlsberg Man of the Match awards will be handed out after each match too.

Facts and figures
Serbia and Montenegro were the most prolific scorers of the eight finalists in qualifying, scoring 34 goals in their 12
games. Denmark also struck 34 but played two more games having been in a pool containing seven teams, meaning
Portugal’s record of 32 in 12 matches is marginally better. Germany, Ukraine, Netherlands, Italy follow in that order,
while after registering just 16 times in 12 outings, France’s forwards were least productive.

Biggest win
There were 258 games in qualifying, including 16 play-off matches. Spain's 14-0 demolition of San Marino in El Ejido
proved both the highest scoring game and, unsurprisingly, the biggest margin of victory. Indeed, it was the biggest
win in the competition’s history, eclipsing Austria’s 10-0 triumph against Liechtenstein in 1990. Eight months later the
sides met again in Serravalle and Spain secured a record 10-1 away win, but still saw their hopes of a place in the
finals ended.

Home truths
No team has won the competition on home territory since the switch to a new format in 1994. Until then the final had
been decided on a two-legged basis but the move to an eight-team tournament has yet to produce dividends for the
hosts. Spain came closest in 1996, as they reached the final where they lost on penalties to an Italy team which
appears to revel away from home. The Azzurrini have won four of the six finals since the new format was introduced,
and will be going for a seventh this summer - as Portugal aim to break the home nation's duck.

Accent on youth
At 16 years and seven months, Serbia and Montenegro midfielder Slobodan Rajković was the youngest player to
appear in qualifying when he started in his side’s 2-0 defeat by Spain in Madrid in September. He came up against
a man over six years his senior that day, in the form of Daniel Jarque Gonzáles; one of five players that appeared in
qualifying born on 1 January 1983 – the maximum limit of eligibility for the competition. Meanwhile, Group 7 was the
place to be if you wanted to see hat-tricks as ten of the 20 three-goal hauls in qualifying came in the section’s 15
fixtures. Belgium accounted for two of those and finalists Serbia and Montenegro another three. Both were eclipsed
by Spain who racked up five in their ten matches. Of the finalists, Serbian quartet Milan Purović, Lazar Popović,
Ljubiša Vukelja and Mirko Vučinić all struck hat-tricks, along with Dutch striker Romeo Castelen and Anthony Le Tallec
of France. Greece's Lampros Choutos holds the record with three hat-tricks in eight games in qualification for the
2000 tournament.

Route to the finals
Ten weeks after Italy won the UEFA European Under-21 Championship for the fifth time in Bochum, 17 August 2004,
qualifying began for the 2006 edition with Romania and Slovakia respectively defeating Finland and Luxembourg 1-0.
Thirteen months, eight days and 240 games later a qualifying round consisting of 48 nations and eight groups
concluded, with Portugal setting the standard by winning all ten of their matches in Group 3.
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Play-offs
The eight group winners and runners-up had little time to digest sealing a berth in the play-offs for the final tournament
as the draw took place for the eight two-legged matches at UEFA headquarters in Nyon on 13 October 2005. Denmark
(4-1 v Russia), Germany (3-0 v Czech Republic), the Netherlands (2-0 v Slovenia) and Serbia and Montenegro (5-2
v Croatia) enjoyed relatively comfortable passages, while Italy edged out Hungary 2-1, France pipped England 3-2
and Portugal were pushed all the way by Switzerland before prevailing 3-2.

Dramatic win
Ukraine enjoyed the most dramatic of qualifications, Artem Milevsky scoring three minutes into added time to secure
a 3-1 victory in Belgium and 5-4 aggregate success. Four of the teams which had competed in the 2004 finals had
progressed again, with one of them, Portugal, being awarded host status for this summer's tournament by UEFA's
Executive Committee on 15 December.

New format
This UEFA European Under-21 Championship will be the last of its kind. From 2007, the competition moves to
odd-numbered years, freeing it from a clash with the FIFA World Cup and UEFA European Championship, and giving
more space to an event which competition manager Pascal Cornu believes showcases "the stars of tomorrow".

Dutch next
That decision was announced by the UEFA Executive Committee last June, and the 2007 championship was awarded
six months later to the Netherlands after an impressive Dutch bid saw them selected ahead of seven other hopefuls.
UEFA Chief Executive Lars-Christer Olsson said of the U21 final round: "It has been living in the shadow of the big
championships as it has been played just before the final rounds." The move will suit the players too. The likes of
Andrea Pirlo, Petr Čech and Alberto Gilardino have been on winning teams in the last three editions, but 2002
runners-up France, who lost on penalties to the Czech Republic after a 0-0 draw, were denied a key man, Djibril
Cissé, because he was called into Les Bleus' World Cup squad.

Increased numbers
That conflict will no longer occur. "It will give the opportunity for national associations to give players who would usually
be at the World Cup or EURO the opportunity to play at another important tournament," Cornu said. Indeed, a record
51 teams have entered the 2007 event, three more than this year's tournament. Another advantage is that the hosts
can be picked more than a year in advance. Previously, the finals venue was selected from among the eight qualifiers
once the play-offs ended in November - such as Portugal for 2006 - leaving little more than six months to organise
the 15-game competition. However, the Netherlands have more than 18 months to plan their show, and in future, the
hosts will be chosen with more than two years' notice. Royal Netherlands Football Association (KNVB) general
secretary Harry Been, who will oversee the 2007 event, agrees wholeheartedly, having already staged a successful
FIFA World Youth Championship last year. "You need a year at least," he said. "The change by UEFA to odd years
also gives us more time to market the competition. We had a very successful tournament in 2005 and that gives us
a very good feeling about 2007. What we are also trying to do is make it an 'event', and we seem to be on our way."

Euroborg final
Fourteen cities expressed an interest in holding matches, a list which was cut to seven before Eredivisie teams SC
Heerenveen (Abe Lenstra stadium), FC Groningen (Euroborg), BV Vitesse (Gelredome) and NEC Nijmegen (De
Goffert) were awarded host-club status for 2007 at a ceremony at KNVB headquarters in Zeist in April. The action is
provisionally scheduled to get under way on 10 June, with the tournament - which will serve as a qualifying event for
the 2008 Beijing Olympics - concluding 13 days later at the 20,000-capacity Euroborg.

Football in Portugal
Modern football was introduced to Portugal in 1884 by Guilherme Pinto Basto, who had recently returned from studying
in England. However, it was not until four years later that the first official football match took place just outside Lisbon,
in the picturesque coastal village of Cascais.
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First stadium
The game remained bubbling under until 1893, when a side from Cascais took on a team of English expats. In the
same year the first football ground was built in central Lisbon, in Campo Pequeno, the site of the present-day bullfighting
arena. Clubs soon formed, Lisbonense being swiftly followed by Real Ginásio Club, Carcavelos Club and the English
exiles' Cabo Submarino. In 1894 King D. Carlos I sponsored a north v south representative match, and by 1910 there
were three regional associations based in Lisbon, Porto and Portalegre, merging into one four years later.

Championship begins
The first world war let to a pause in the development of football, but 1921 saw both Portugal's inaugural international,
a 3-1 defeat by Spain in Madrid, and the first national championship, a knockout competition finally won the following
June by FC Porto. In 1926 the Portuguese Football Federation was formed, and the sport was well and truly established.
Already Porto, SL Benfica and Sporting Clube de Portugal, along with CF Os Belenenses, were dominating national
competition, and the big three took over completely when the Campeonato da Ia Divisão began in 1938/39, Porto
again the first winners.

Big three
Although not yet one of Europe's leading football powers, Portugal were founder members of UEFA in 1954, and
within a decade had emerged as a continental force. That was helped, ironically, by a Hungarian exile and a player
from the Portuguese colony of Mozambique. The vastly experienced Budapest-born coach Béla Guttmann had already
led Porto to the title when he joined Benfica in 1959, and within two years the capital club had become the first team
other than Real Madrid CF to win the European Champion Clubs' Cup.

Black Panther
Not content with that Guttmann then signed a Mozambican teenager whom he had first heard of from gossip in a
Lisbon hairdresser's salon. Within a year Eusébio had scored the decisive goals in their 5-3 European Cup final win
against Madrid, and over the next ten years or so he took Benfica and Portugal to unmatched heights, emerging as
top scorer at the 1966 FIFA World Cup as Portugal reached the semi-finals.

Continental honours
Across the capital, Sporting had already won the 1963/64 UEFA Cup Winners' Cup, and even after Eusébio left Benfica
in 1975, Portuguese clubs continued to thrive. Porto overcame FC Bayern München in 1987 to claim the European
Cup and Benfica reached the final twice in the 1980s. Porto added a UEFA Cup in 2003 and the UEFA Champions
League the following term, while Sporting lost the 2005 UEFA Cup final at their own Estádio José Alvalade.

Semi-final appearance
The national team's fortunes have been more mixed, but in 1984 they reached the UEFA European Championship
semi-finals, losing a classic match to France in the semi-finals. In the late 1980s a 'golden generation' including Rui
Costa, João Pinto and Luís Figo dominated international youth tournaments, and reached the quarter-finals of EURO
'96™, the semi-finals in 2000 and the final on home soil at UEFA EURO 2004™, where they were beaten 1-0 by
Greece. They will hope for better fortune at the 2006 FIFA World Cup having qualified impressively.
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All-time statistics

Head-to-head record
No matches have been played between the two teams

National team competition record

France
GAGFLDWPld
108234253380138UEFA European Under-21 Championship

Netherlands
GAGFLDWPld
123211342560119UEFA European Under-21 Championship
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Head coach profiles

René Girard
Date of birth: 4 April 1954
Playing career: Nîmes Olympique SC, FC Girondins de Bordeaux, France
Coaching career: Nîmes (1992), Pau FC (1997), RC Strasbourg (1998), France assistant coach (1998-2002), France
Under-19s (2002-03), France Under-16s (2003/04), France Under-21s (2004-).

With his thick southern accent and his capacity for hard work, René Girard has forged a fine reputation during more
than 25 years of involvement in French football. A defensive midfielder as a player, he won eight caps for Les Bleus
and formed part of the squad which finished fourth at the 1982 FIFA World Cup in Spain.

Born in Nimes, he starred initially for his hometown club, his performances earning him a move to Bordeaux in 1980.
Les Girondins were the dominant force in domestic football during Girard's eight years at Lescure, coach Aimé Jacquet
guiding the side to the championship in 1983/84, 1984/85 and 1986/87, completing the double in that latter season
having also won the French Cup in 1985/86. They also reached the semi-finals of the 1984/85 European Champion
Clubs' Cup, losing 3-2 on aggregate to eventual winners Juventus. Girard cut his managerial teeth at Nîmes, Pau and
Strasbourg before turning his back on club football to answer a call from Jacquet to work at Clairefontaine following
France's FIFA World Cup victory on home soil in 1998. He has remained ever since, his vision and skill helping
Jacquet's successor Roger Lemerre guide France to UEFA EURO 2000™ glory in Rotterdam.

Following the disappointment of Korea/Japan in 2002, and the appointment of Jacques Santini, Girard dropped back
down to youth levels, leading the U19s to the UEFA European Under-19 Championship finals in 2003. In 2004 he
applied to replace Santini, but had to content himself with the U21 post vacated by the man chosen for that job,
Raymond Domenech. Girard was soon making his mark, getting the best out of players such as Olympique de Marseille
midfielder Franck Ribéry, as France pipped England in a play-off to reach this summer's finals in Portugal.

Foppe de Haan
Date of birth: 26 June 1943
Playing career: GAVC Grouw, SC Heerenveen, SV De Enschedese Boys, VV Akkrum
Coaching career: VV Drachtster Boys (1977-80), ACV Brasschaat (1980-83), VV Steenwijk (1983-85), Heerenveen
(1985-88 and 1992-04), Netherlands Under-21s (2004-).

Lippenhuizen-born Foppe de Haan showed a degree of talent as a midfielder with Grouw, Heerenveen, Enschedese
Boys and Akkrum, but his understanding of the game and his training as a games teacher marked him out as a coach
of the future. Sure enough, the friendly Friesland native started training youngsters at Akkrum in 1974 before taking
on a similar role at Heerenveen two years later.

His first spells as a head coach came with amateur sides Drachtster Boys, ACV - whom he led to an amateur title -
and Steenwijk before being offered the post of coach at Heerenveen, then in the second division. He led the club from
1985 until 1988 when a run of poor results saw him step down to take over the coaching of the club's youth players.

However, he was handed the top job again in October 1992, and succeeded in winning his side promotion to the
Eredivisie and leading them to the 1992/93 Dutch Cup final - where they lost 6-2 to AFC Ajax. In the following years,
Heerenveen helped the likes of Jon Dahl Tomasson and Ruud van Nistelrooij prepare for European stardom while
playing UEFA Cup football and reaching another Dutch Cup final in 1996/97, going down 4-2 against Roda JC.

Named coach of the year in the Netherlands in 1997 and 2000, De Haan stepped down at Heerenveen in the summer
of 2004 as the longest-serving club coach in Dutch history, having survived 12 years at the helm. Having been
appointed technical co-ordinator for youth football by the KNVB, and U21 coach, he led the Netherlands to the
quarter-finals of the 2005 FIFA World Youth Championship on home soil before sealing a spot in the 2006 UEFA
European Under-21 Championship finals by virtue of a play-off defeat of Slovenia.
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Squad list

France
Current Season

FinalsQual.
GlsPldGlsPldDoBPlayerNo

Goalkeepers
---920.09.83Jérémy Gavanon1
-3-128.03.85Steve Mendanda16
----28.05.85Simon Pouplin22

Defenders
-1-324.05.84Lucien Aubey2
-2-209.05.83Jean-Michel Badiane3
-2-824.04.84Jérémy Berthod4
-2-401.07.84Grégory Bourillon5
-2--18.04.83François Clerc6
-1--16.07.85Olivier Veigneau7
-2-625.02.84Jacques Faty8
-2-614.02.83Bakari Sagna9

Midfielders
-3-410.03.85Lassana Diarra10
-21901.08.83Julien Faubert11
-1--07.03.84Mathieu Flamini12
-3--11.07.86Yohan Gourcuff13
13-508.03.84Rio Antonio Mavuba14
13-610.09.83Jérémy Toulalan15

Forwards
112512.01.83Bryan Bergougnoux17
-22602.08.85Jimmy Briand18
13--25.05.86Yohan Gouffran19
-17703.10.84Anthony Le Tallec20
13-420.10.84Florent Sinama-Pongolle21

Coach
-3-1004.04.54René Girard
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Squad list

Netherlands
Current Season

FinalsQual.
GlsPldGlsPldDoBPlayerNo

Goalkeepers
-3--10.01.86Kenneth Vermeer1
----20.10.83Michel Vorm21
---408.11.83Remko Pasveer22

Defenders
-2-801.09.83Paul Verhaegh2
131212.09.83Gijs Luirink3
-2-713.04.83Ramon Zomer4
-3-416.06.86Urby Emanuelson5
-1-521.10.85Dwight Tiendalli16
-2-116.02.85Ron Vlaar17
---902.11.84Arnold Kruiswijk18
-2-908.04.83Edson Braafheid19

Midfielders
-3-1011.01.84Stijn Schaars6
-31517.05.83Nicky Hofs8
-3-216.08.88Ismaïl Aissati10
-2--08.03.85Haris Medunjanin12
-2-526.05.83Demy de Zeeuw20

Forwards
-24503.05.83Romeo Castelen7
13101212.08.83Klaas Jan Huntelaar9
13-1206.03.84Daniël De Ridder11
-1--13.03.87Patrick Gerritsen13
-23417.10.85Collins John14
----10.04.84Fred Benson15

Coach
-3-1226.06.43Foppe De Haan
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Player statistics

France
FSFMatchday

654321PlayerNo.
Goalkeepers

--------Jérémy Gavanon1
---90-90-90Steve Mendanda16
--------Simon Pouplin22

Defenders
---90----Lucien Aubey2
---90-26(+)--Jean-Michel Badiane3
---90---90Jérémy Berthod4
-----90-90Grégory Bourillon5
---90-90--François Clerc6
---90----Olivier Veigneau7
-----64(-)-90Jacques Faty8
-----90-90Bakari Sagna9

Midfielders
---90-90-25(+)Lassana Diarra10
-----90-61(-)Julien Faubert11
-------29(+)Mathieu Flamini12
---29(+)-45(+)-65(-)Yohan Gourcuff13
---34(+)-90-90Rio Antonio Mavuba14
---56(-)-45(-)-90Jérémy Toulalan15

Forwards
---90----Bryan Bergougnoux17
-----28(+)-83(-)Jimmy Briand18
---82(-)-90-7(+)Yohan Gouffran19
---61(-)----Anthony Le Tallec20
---8(+)-62(-)-90Florent Sinama-Pongolle21
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Player statistics

Netherlands
FSFMatchday

654321PlayerNo.
Goalkeepers

--90-90-90-Kenneth Vermeer1
--------Michel Vorm21
--------Remko Pasveer22

Defenders
----90-80(-)-Paul Verhaegh2
--90-90-90-Gijs Luirink3
--1(+)-86(-)---Ramon Zomer4
--60(-)-90-90-Urby Emanuelson5
--90-----Dwight Tiendalli16
--90---90-Ron Vlaar17
--------Arnold Kruiswijk18
--30(+)---44(-)-Edson Braafheid19

Midfielders
--72(-)-90-90-Stijn Schaars6
--89(-)-90-71(-)-Nicky Hofs8
--90-90-46(+)-Ismaïl Aissati10
----4(+)-19(+)-Haris Medunjanin12
--90-22(+)---Demy de Zeeuw20

Forwards
--90---90-Romeo Castelen7
--90-90-90-Klaas Jan Huntelaar9
--18(+)-68(-)-90-Daniël De Ridder11
----45(-)---Patrick Gerritsen13
----45(+)-10(+)-Collins John14
--------Fred Benson15
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Tournament schedule

Final tournament - Group phase
AwayResHomeGrpDate

BarcelosGermany0 - 1Serbia and MontenegroGrp A23/05/06
BragaFrance0 - 1PortugalGrp A23/05/06
AguedaNetherlands2 - 1UkraineGrp B24/05/06
AveiroDenmark3 - 3ItalyGrp B24/05/06
GuimaraesGermany3 - 0FranceGrp A25/05/06
BarcelosSerbia and Montenegro0 - 2PortugalGrp A25/05/06
AveiroNetherlands1 - 1DenmarkGrp B26/05/06
AguedaUkraine1 - 0ItalyGrp B26/05/06
GuimaraesPortugal0 - 1GermanyGrp A28/05/06
BragaSerbia and Montenegro2 - 0FranceGrp A28/05/06
AveiroItaly1 - 0NetherlandsGrp B29/05/06
AguedaUkraine1 - 2DenmarkGrp B29/05/06

Semi-finals
AwayResHomeGrpDate

AveiroSerbia and Montenegro19:45UkraineGrp01/06/06
BragaNetherlands17:45FranceGrp01/06/06

PtsGAGFLDWPld
9060033France
3322013Serbia and Montenegro
3412013Germany
3312013Portugal

PtsGAGFLDWPld
6341023Ukraine
4331113Netherlands
4441113Italy
2651203Denmark
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General competition information

France v Netherlands in Braga (17.15) and Ukraine v Serbia and Montenegro in Aveiro (19.45) comprise the UEFA
European Under-21 Championship semi-final fixtures on Thursday. Porto will stage the final of the eight-team tournament
at the Estádio do Bessa Século XXI on Sunday (19.45).

Alberto Undiano of Spain and Howard Webb of England have been chosen to referee the semi-finals. In all, the six
referees and eight assistants gathered in Portugal will have been in the middle for 15 games, culminating in the final
on Sunday.

TV audience figures: International viewing figures continue to impress. The Netherlands victory against Italy on
Monday attracted a 23.8 per cent market share for Talpa in the Netherlands. RAI 2 produced impressive audiences
of approximately four million per match for Italy's group stage matches. In Portugal, host broadcaster TVI returned
great audience and market share figures for the three matches featuring the home team, with 2.3 million (60.1 per
cent), 2.0 million (56.9 per cent) and 1.9 million (58.4 per cent) respectively. The market shares in Portugal remain
strong, despite the exit of the hosts, with 28.2 per cent for the Netherlands v Italy match.

Record attendances: The UEFA European Under-21 Championship in Portugal has received an emphatic vote of
confidence from the football public. Attendance figures surpassed the 111,000 mark set in 2004 following Sunday
night's third round of matches in Group A, the ninth and tenth games at these finals. It took the 2004 championship
in Germany 16 matches to achieve its total, and although Portugal will witness one game less with 15 fixtures overall
– the third-placed play-off having been discarded – an U21 finals record is guaranteed. Monday's two decisive Group
B encounters then left the tally of spectators so far at 135,348.

For each game, the attendances have been as follows:
SCG v GER: 3,245 (Barcelos)
POR v FRA: 26,875 (Braga)
UKR v NED: 4,250 (Agueda)
ITA v DEN: 11,250 (Aveiro)
FRA v GER: 8,023 (Guimaraes)
POR v SCG: 9,968 (Barcelos)
DEN v NED: 8,021 (Aveiro)
ITA v UKR: 6,873 (Agueda)
FRA v SCG: 8,585 (Braga)
GER v POR: 28,174 (Guimaraes)
DEN v UKR: 5,784 (Agueda)
NED v ITA: 14,300 (Aveiro)

Pascal Cornu, UEFA Under-21 competition manager said: "The tournament has shown a top-level quality of football
and I am sure it will be the same for the final three matches. The Portuguese people have proved once again their
passion for football as the attendances have shown." FPF tournament director João Morais: "We are all very excited.
UEFA and ourselves are very pleased about achieving these figures. It was really a big challenge because Germany
was a great tournament, a very successful one."

Competition format: Amendments have been made since the initial publication of the 2004/06 UEFA European
Under-21 Championship competition regulations. As per the decision of the UEFA Executive Committee, for both the
semi-finals and final, if the result is a draw at the end of normal playing time, two 15-minute periods of extra time will
be played. If the two teams are still equal after extra time, the winners will be determined by kicks from the penalty
mark.
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Commercial programme: This is the first tournament in the new UEFA EUROTOP programme, and the commercial
set-up for this event has ten global sponsors, supported by four local Portuguese companies, who are all running
extensive promotional activities to bring the event to the fans. The ten global sponsors are adidas, Carlsberg, Coca-Cola,
Continental, CTT, Ford, JVC, MasterCard, McDonald’s and Montepio, while Sical, SportZone, TMN and Galp comprise
the four local partners.

The UEFA U21 Caravan, featuring games, competitions, inflatables and music, will visit schools in Braga and Aveiro
on Thursday morning. Later that day, it will be at the Estádio Municipal de Braga at 14.30 and the Estádio Municipal
de Aveiro at 16.00. The Caravan will make its final stop at the Estádio do Bessa Século XXI in Porto on Sunday
afternoon, having been in Porto city centre that morning.

Man of the Match: The following players picked up Carlsberg Man of the Match awards in the group stage:
SCG v GER: Lukas Sinkiewicz (Germany)
POR v FRA: Jimmy Briand (France)
UKR v NED: Artem Milevskiy (Ukraine)
ITA v DEN: Rasmus Würtz (Denmark)
FRA v GER: Rio Antonio Mavuba (France)
POR v SCG: Milan Stepanov (Serbia and Montenegro)
DEN v NED: Thomas Kahlenberg (Denmark)
ITA v UKR: Giorgio Chiellini (Italy)
FRA v SCG: Lassana Diarra (France)
GER v POR: Nélson (Portugal)
DEN v UKR: Artem Milevskiy (Ukraine)
NED v ITA: Daniël de Ridder (Netherlands)

Top scorer: Denmark's Thomas Kahlenberg tops the scoring list with three goals from as many matches, although
the Scandinavian side are now eliminated. Artem Milevskiy and Ruslan Fomin have each scored twice for Ukraine.
Nineteen players have scored one goal, while there have also been two own goals - both from Portugal.

Fair Play: Denmark and the Netherlands jointly lead the Fair Play ranking after the end of the group stage, closely
followed by Ukraine. The full ranking after three games each is as follows:

DEN: 8.095
NED: 8.095
UKR: 7.916
FRA: 7.904
GER: 7.892
ITA: 7.238
SCG: 7.238
POR: 6.916

Bookings list: All yellow cards have been wiped out for the knockout stage and as no players received red cards in
the final round of group matches, all are eligible for selection for the semi-finals.

uefa.com coverage: uefa.com, fully developed in-house in seven languages (English, French, German, Spanish,
Italian, Portuguese and Russian), is offering extensive content from UEFA's flagship youth tournament - from exclusive
interviews and news to practical information for supporters, scouts and the international media. For this competition,
uefa.com is using its popular Match Centre application to provide up-to-date information from the games as they
happen, with goal updates, statistics, reports, reviews and news. There will also be live audio from all 15 finals matches.
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Match officials

Alberto Undiano (ESP)Referee
Frederik Nilsson (SWE), Geir Åge Holen (NOR)Assistant referees
Martin Hansson (SWE)Fourth official
Cornel Cristian Bivolaru (ROM)UEFA Delegate
Kenneth Ridden (ENG)UEFA Referee observer
Alexis Dedes (GRE)UEFA Media Officer

Referee

UEFAUNDER21DoBNat.Name
5308.10.1973ESPAlberto Undiano

UEFA European Under-21 Championship matches involving teams from the two countries involved in this
match

VenueResMatchStageComp.Date
Guimaraes3-0France-GermanyGS - FTU2125.05.2006

UEFA European Under-21 Championship Other matches
VenueResMatchStageComp.Date
Krems0-2Austria-EnglandQRU2103.09.2004
Agueda1-2Denmark-UkraineGS - FTU2129.05.2006

Other matches
VenueResMatchStageComp.Date
Knokke-Heist0-1Republic of Ireland-BelgiumQR2U1919.05.2004
Knokke-Heist1-0Belgium-Serbia and MontenegroQR2U1923.05.2004
Dortmund1-2BV Borussia Dortmund-KRC GenkR3UIC24.07.2004
Nicosia2-2APOEL FC-AC Sparta PrahaQR2UCL28.07.2004
Limassol5-1Russia-CyprusQR1U1918.10.2004
Limassol2-1Republic of Ireland-RussiaQR1U1922.10.2004
Baku0-3Azerbaijan-PolandQRWC04.06.2005
Newry4-2Serbia and Montenegro-GermanyGS - FTU1918.07.2005
Newry3-2England-NorwayGS - FTU1923.07.2005
Ballymena3-2France-GermanySFU1926.07.2005
Glasgow4-0Celtic FC-FC ArtmediaQR2UCL02.08.2005
Tallinn2-1Estonia-LatviaQRWC03.09.2005
Antwerp0-0KFC Germinal Beerschot

Antwerpen-Olympique de Marseille
R1UCUP15.09.2005

Glasgow1-1Scotland-USAR1FRIE.12.11.2005
Rome1-1AS Roma-RC StrasbourgGSUCUP24.11.2005
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Legend

Competitions
ECCC: European Champion Clubs' Cup/UEFA Champions League
UCUP: UEFA Cup
UCWC: UEFA Cup Winners' Cup
SCUP: UEFA Super Cup
UIC: UEFA Intertoto Cup
EURO: UEFA European Football Championship
U21: UEFA European Under-21 Championship
WC: FIFA World Cup
CONFCUP: FIFA Confederations Cup
FRIE: A International friendly matches
U21 FRIE: Under-21 international friendly matches

Competition stages
F: Final
FT: Final tournament
GS: Group stage
GS1: First group stage
GS2: Second group stage
KO1: First knockout round
PO: Play-off(s)
PR: Preliminary round
QF: Quarter-finals
QR: Qualifying round or qualifying competition
QR1: First qualifying round
QR2: Second qualifying round
QR3: Third qualifying round
R1: First round
R2: Second round
R3: Third round
R4: Fourth round
SF: Semi-finals
1/8: Eighth-finals
1/16: Sixteenth-finals
1st: First leg
2nd: Second leg
3P: Third place play-off
5P: Fifth place play-off
7P: Seventh place play-off
8P: Eighth place play-off
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Other abbreviations
AP: Appearances
Comp: Competition
D: Drawn
DoB: Date of birth
GA: Goals against
GF: Goals for
L: Lost
Nat: Nationality
No: Number
Pld: Matches played
Pos: Position
Pts: Points
R: Sent off (red card)
Res: Result
W: Won
Y: Booked (yellow card)
Y/R: Sent off (yellow card then direct red)

NOTE: All-time statistics
Goals totals include the outcome of disciplinary decisions (eg. match forfeits when a 3-0 result is determined). Goals
totals do not include goals scored from the penalty mark during a penalty shoot-out.

NOTE: Squad list
Squad list is ordered by position and then numerically
1: U21 - Total appearances and goals scored in the 2004-2006 UEFA European Under-21 Championship qualifying
round and final tournament
2: U21 - Total appearances and goals scored in the 2004-2006 UEFA European Under-21 Championship final
tournament

KEY: Bookings list
The current disciplinary situation in the competition.
*: Misses next match if booked
#: Suspended for at least one match
+: Provisionally suspended
R: Sent off (red card)
S: Suspended
Y: Booked (yellow card)
Y/R: Sent off (yellow card then direct red)
R*: Sent off (red card) in the competition
S*: Suspended following cautions received in the competition
Y*: Booked (yellow card) in the UEFA Cup
Y/R*: Sent off (yellow card then direct red) in the competition
Note: The bookings list is destined for the press. It is given to the competing teams for information purposes only and
therefore has no legal value. In the event of any discrepancy, only the correspondence addressed directly to the
teams will be considered as the authoritative version.

KEY:Player statistics
(-): Denotes player substituted
(+): Denotes player introduced
(*): Denotes player dismissed/sent off
(+/-): Denotes player introduced and substituted

Last Updated 31.5.2006 21:27:25CET uefa.com
19

FRANCE v NETHERLANDS
MATCH PRESS KIT



NOTE: Match officials
1: U21 - Total matches officiated in UEFA European Under-21 Championship including all qualifying round matches.
Matches where the official has acted as the fourth official are not included in these statistics. These are the official
statistics considered valid for communicating official records in the competition.
2: UEFA - Total matches officiated in all UEFA competitions including all qualifying round matches. Matches where
the official has acted as the fourth official are not included in these statistics. These are the official statistics considered
valid for communicating official records in the competition.
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